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BOOK V. 



The Apophthegms of the Fersians*' 



C Y RU S the Elder. 

TH O SE ' who * are diftinguifhed by a 
crooked nofe, and mhom the Greeks call 
the hawk-nos'dy are much adrair'd }if 
the Perfians, who look upon them as the greateft 
beauties, and efteem this property as the moft 
elegant and undeniable ornament of nature : be- 
caufe of this only reafon, that Cyrus (for never 
was a prince better beloved by the people) had 
'this fpe'cies of nofe. There are two kinds of 
thefe hawk-nofes: one is, when it protuberates 
dofe upon the face j which conflruftion, in the 
t>pinion of Aiiftotle, denotes an impudent mind^ 
and properly belongs tp ravens, or carrion crows. 
The other is, when the curvature arifes dittantly 
' Voi.IL B fi^oa^ 
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from the face upon the middle part of the noie^ 
and floping down toW«rds the extremity of ir, 
yields the form of a beak, or bill. This figure 
Ariftotle takes to denote magnanimity, and is the 
property of the eagle. 

I. Cyrus would fay, ** That fuch as will not 
^* ferve themfelves, ought to be forced to ferve 
** others." 

Meaning, that they muft be born with fervile 
^Ujpofitions, who are unprofitable to tbemfelv«s : 
but that thofe innate principles q{ flavery, fhould> 
by a proper command, be rendered fubfervient to 
the benefit of others. 

It is the vulgar opinion, that men of aquiline 
nofes are more particularly altach'd to their own 
private interefls, and are born with powers and 
iifpofitions tending more to govern than to obey : 
whence the ancient poets have given the eagle 
umpire and dominion over all the reft of the bird 
creation. But Cyrus was wont to fay, ** That 

no ma'n ought to undertake the government of 

othisrSf but one of fuperior excellency to thofe 
*' hegovern'd." 

Intimating, that a king fhould neceffarily be 
poflefrcd of fore fight, to look after his fubjeils, 
and to confult the publick weal ; that it fhould 
be his only province to take fuch falutary mea- 
fures as fhould be productive of the welfare of thf 
flate. Thofe who in reality do not exceed the 
reft in wifdom, vigilance, and integrity of mind, 
will find the difcharge of fuch offices impraflica- 
ble for them, nor will the fortuitous circum- 
ftances of nativity procure thefe accomplifhments, 
becaufe they are only attain'd by an exaft inflitu- 
tion, and experience of things. 

2. The 
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2. The Perfians had a large traft of wild and 
mountainous country, which thejr propofed to 
change for a plain and more delicious one*. But 
Cyrus oppofed the proje<a, faying, *' Juft as 
*^ plants and feeds are alter'd by the habitude of 
*' that country to which they ^re tranfplanted^ 
^^ fo are the manners of men aflFeSed by the 
*' lame change.** 

Defigning rather to retain the poflei&on oi^ a 
trountry that produced hardy men, accommo* 
dtated to labour and toil. For a fertile pleafant 
country engenders (oft and indolent men. 

3. He cautioufly avoided the fight of Panthea t 
and when Arafpus told him that (he was a woman 
of exquifite beauty, and worthy the admiration of 
a prince, he replied, " She is, for that very rea- 
** fon, the more to be avoided, for if now I was 
** to be ruied by your advice, I fliould go and fee 
'< her, while I am at leifure : then ten to one, 
** tut (he had engag'd me to fee her frequently, 
** and, to the negled of my moft ferious bufmefs, 
*' perfuaded me to fit by her^ when I ought to 
*' have been leaft at leifure/' 

This great prince, mindful of his royal func- 
tion, ittgenioufly retorted the argument. 

4. KingCyriK, having condefcended to the en* 
treaties of one of bis friends who invited him to 
fupper^ Was dcfired by his hoft to name his vi- 
ands, and in what place he would have the table 
fpread : to which he made this unexpected an- 

. fwer; " 'Tis my pleafure^'* faid the king, "that 
you prepare this banquet on the fide of the ri- 
ver, and that one morfel of bread compofe 
" it/' 

B 2 DARIUS. 
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DARIUS. 

5. Darius, the father of Xerxes, ufed to djt 
in praife of himfclf, " That his wars and hard-| 
*^ ihips had rendered him much more prvu/cnc 

• ** than he would otherwife have been." 

Such wifdom as this is acquired too much at 
the expence of the ftate. 'Tis better that a 
prince make that acquifition father by imbibing 
the precepts laid down for that end by the philo- 
fophers, than to colIe£l fuch wretched prudence, 
as they call it, from experience and difappoint- 
ments. 

6. paving impofed a tribute upon his fubjefb, 
he fent for the lieutenants of the feveral pro- 
vinces, and ask'd them, among other things, ^< If 
** the taxes were not heavy on them ?" When 
they anfwered, that they were tolerable, he or- 
dered only one half the former exaftions to be 
demanded. 

The tribute, which appeared to the lieutenants 
a moderate one, feem*d in the eyes of a juft and 
equitable prince, by one half too much. The 
beauty of the flratagem confifts in his demanding 
double of that he defign'd to exad; for if he had 
required but the one half, and had remitted no- 
, thing, then his bounty had efcap'd notice. But 
having pafs'd half the tribute exa£ted, he made all 
fenfible of his benevolence. 

7. Being aslc'd, upon cutting up a pomegra- 
nate of an enormous fize, in cafe he had it in his 
option to poiTefs as many individuals of one kind, 
as there were feeds in the pomegranate, of what 
fliould he chufe the number to confift i He an- 
fwer'd, 'f Of Zdpyrufc$/! 

This 
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T*his Zopyrus was afj excellent good man, and 
1. faithful friend of Darius, Meaning, that no- 
ticing ought to be dearer to a king, than a good 
vtrid (rufty friend. 

8* Zopyrus hack'd and mangled himfelf all 

over ; he cut off his own ears and nofe, and, in 

tliis rueful condiuon, went over, as a deferter, to 

tVic Babylonians, pretending to be thus cruelly 

treated by Darius. He was known to be a man 

of fkill and courage, and, upon the credit of that 

character, they made him governor of their city, 

"v^hich he afterwards betrayed to Darius: where-' 

upon the king would often fay, *' That he (hould 

^^ rather chufe to have a whole Zopyrus again, 

^* than poffefs an hundred fuch cities as Baby- 

♦• k>n.'' 

How difierent from the generous fentiments of 
Darius are thofe of fome princes, who value a 
buflfbon, a horfe, or a dog, mote than they do an 
boneft, worthy, or learned friend ? The king, 
difapproving of this afiion, would farther fay, 
*^ That Zopyrus had ftampt a very fair charac- 
•* tcr upon the bafeft aflion/* 

The chara^er of Zopyrus here is not all of a 
{Hece. It was kind and brave to iland the fiiock 
of fo extravagant an experiment for the public 
good; but, let the world fay what they wilt of the 
man, the a£lion is not to be brought into prece- 
dent : for good faith is the fame, indifferently, to 
friend, or foe ; and treachery is^ nevertheleft, 
treachery, tbo' it is to an enemy : but it was pi- . 
ty, however, tha^ Zopyrus was not as honeft as 
he was brave, and that his courage had not a more 
Hluftrious matter to work upon. 

B ^ SEMIRAMJS. 
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SEMIRAMIS. 

9. Queen Semirami^, who is reported to have 
founded Babylon, having ere6led her own monu- 
ment, left it behind her with this infcription. 
** Whacking foevcr wants money, let him open 
^* this enclofure, and he fball find enough.'* Da'* 
rlus, having got pofleflion of the city, broke it up 
with no fmali difficulty, and, inftead of the trc^a-* 
fure he fought for, there was only a fecond infcri- 
ption in thefe words. " Nothing but an inhu- 
*' man and a facrilegious wretch would ever have 
** violated the repofitorics of the dead." 

There is nothing fo facred, but the love of mo- 
ney will break through it, and it is all one 
which way it comes, whether by right or wrong ;' 
whether out of the mine, or out of the monu- 
ment. This is to tell U5, that, in the firft place» 
tovctous men will flick at nothing. Secondly, it 
O^ews us, how liable tbofe people are to mifcarri- 
ages, that indulge themfelves in tbeif inord!!iate 

. appetites 5 ;ind, thirdly, let but any creature con-' 
fidcr how pitifully out of countenance that great 
man look'd, when he found himfelf fooled by a 
woman^and that his purchafe, at laft, was only 
infamy and contempt, inftead of wealth and 
glory. 

^ ' 10. Scmiramis begg'd a boon of her hufband 
Ninus, out of a pretended curiofity to try how 
well he lov'd her. Now the requelt was this : 
That he would lay down his fovercignty only for 
one fipgle day, and give her leave,,in that interim, 
to reign in his ftcad. Her defire was granted, 
and the firft ufe (he made of her power, was to 
put her hufiband to death, which (he did, and kept 
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the goverment a long time after. But her end 
at laft ivas infamous \ for her fon Ninus put her 
to death with his own band, for tempting him to 
the moft execrable a6^ of inceft with her. 

Sovereign power is, in its own nature, inalien- 
able, and a prerogative not to be parted with for 
one (Ingle hour. It is neither fair to afk it» nor 
reafonable to grant it, in refpe6t both of the dan- 
ger, and of the precedent. The very requeft 
carries malice and mifcbief tn the face of it* 
Crowns are holy matters, and not to be played 
withal ; for people do not ufe to borrow royal 
authority with an intent to reftore it, but when 
they have once got a patent to fit and govern till 
they ih;ili diflblve themfelves, the work is done* 

X E R X E S the Younger. 

II. Xerxes, the fon of Darius, contending 

with his brother Arimenes about the crown, no 

fboner heard of his brother's arrival out of Bac- 

tria, than be fent him prefcnts, and defir'd the 

bearers to teU his brother from him, ** Thus- 

•* your brother Xerxes pays you, at prcfent, his 

•* rcfpedts, and declares that, if he is confirm'd 

*' monarch, you may depend on (baring in his- 

** power; or if it happens, on the contrary, that 

•* the decifion fhall be in your favour, it (hall be 

•* his ftudy to prove himfelf the moft loyal of 

** your fubje6ls." To this obliging fpeech Ari- 

•' menes made the following reply ; ** To- 

" avoid,'* faid he, ** the bhme of receding from. 

*' what I look upon as my right, is all that could 

*' have compeird me to.bave oppofed my bro- 

•" tber : therefore,, which way foever it prove, 

B 4 
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•' I fliall fliew, cither as a king, qr fervant, Xer- 
•* xes*s intereft my own." 

In a (hort time after the eledfon came on ; 
;nd not only the people^ but Artabanus, unde to 
the princes, gave^ it in favour of Arimenes, on 
ivhich Xerxes fell at his feet, in token of Tub* 
miffion ; the new*>made monarch raifed him» 
made him fit by him, and conferred fuch honcurs 
on him, as teftified the confidence he repofed in 
him. Something akin to this, is, in the writings 
of the Hebrews, related of Jacob and Efiiu. 

12. The Babylonians were a fiubborn people^ 
and Xerxes could find no other way for the taking 
down their ftomachs, than by indulging them in 
their appetites, and pleafures ; as mufic, wine^ 
women, and other fenfual liberties, for the pur- 
pofe debarring them at the fame time from the 
ufe of arms, and all military qxercifes.: 

Sure the fame method that keeps down one 
government, will bring down another. That is 
to fay» the difTolution of order and good manners« 
111 habits are fooner contracted than difcharg'd* 
Befides that it is morally impoflible for a nation 
to be at the fame time both martial and efFemi^ 
nate. I fliould have no thought of ranking this 
or the former among the number of apophthegms, 
if Plutarch bad not recounted them fuch. 

1 3« Hearing that there were fome Attic figs 
imported for his ufe, he deny'd eating any, till he 
was maftef of the country that produced them. 
Such was the great aifurance of this exalted foul. 
I4« Viewing the Hellefpont cover'd over with 
his fleet, and all the oppofite fhore, and the pbins 
of Abydon occupied by bis forces, he burft out 
into tears y which fuJd^n al:erati6n, his uncle Ar- 

tabanos,^ 
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tabanus, who difliiaded him from that expedition » 
taking the freedom to a(k the reafon of, Xerxe» 
replied, ^* An intruding refleftion, which occurt 
** to me) overwhelms my very foul, and that is 
^* thethought of how (hort and tranfitory a life 
<' mankind are entitled to, feeing that none of 
*^ all this vafi multitude ihall, an hundred years 
^< hence, be iri the hmd of the living/' 

15. Finding himfelf fo harrafs'd at the flreigbts 
of Thermopylae by but three hundred Lacedemo* 
nians, be faid, <* Now I am undeceived, for t 
** fee that, notwithflanding this immenfe mulr 
** titude of my forces, I have but few foldiers/' 

16. Xerxes was wont to fay, ** That goU 
** would vanquifh, wberehisarms wanted force/' 

ARTAXERXES. 

Artaxerxes^ the fon of Xerxes, (ttn^m'd Long- 
band, for having one han4 confiderdt>ly longer 
than the other, ufed to fey, ** That it was morer ' 
** becoming a king to enlarge than dinriniilr." 

Intimating thereby, that it was more confiflent 
with the character of a good jpri nee to augment 
than decreafe the wealth and dignity of his fub« 
je£b. 

17. Sartibarzan^s, an officer of Artaxerxes, 
begg'd the king one day to confer a favour upor» 
him, which, if complied with, >K'ou^d be an ac)r* 
of injofiice. The king being informed, that the 
promife of a confiderable fum of nvoney, was 
the only motive that induc'd that cffieer to m^ke 
fo tinreafonable a requeft, ordered his treafurcr to- • 
give him thirty thoufand Dariafes, being a pre- 
fent of equal value with that which fubom'd> ' 
him, and fays, giving him the order foi'the mo*- ^ 
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ney, " Here, take this token of my friendftifp 
for you^ a gift of this nature cannot make me 
p or, but complying with your requcft, 
*• would make me poor indeed9 for it would' 
" make me unjuft." 

A glorious example from fo great 2 moiiareh, 
who would not put away his friend heavy-heart- 
ed, nor would in theleaft deviate from jufticc. 

C Y R U S the Younger. 

)S» As: Cyrus was preparing to engage the^ 
enemy, Clearchus came up, adviiing him to keep^ 
in the rear of the Macedonians, and not expofe 
himfelf to the danger of the battle, " What do 
you mean^ Clearchus,** faid he, *^ would you, 
" defire me who aim at an empire, to fliewmy- 
•* felf unworthy of one ?" 

19. Phocais, an Ionian hdy, a well-bred wo- 
man,, and defcended of zn honourable family, 
was admitted,, among other kdies« to fupper with* 
Cyrus. While the reft of the ladies feem'd high* 
ly pleafed with the king's wanton jefts^ and per- 
mitted themfeLves to be familiarly handled, (he. 
remov'd at a diftance^ and fiood filent ali the 
time; nor would approach nearer to join the 
company, though invited, and much importun'd^ 
by the king himfelf. Nay, Che threaten'd fome 
officers of the bed-chamber,, attempting to pulL 
lier forward,^ telling them, that (he would make 
the firfl who oifer'd to lay bands upon her repent- 
bis agrei&on. Cyrus, as the otber women caJlU 
her rude, and unpolite^ was the only one in com* 
pany that feem'd agreeably fatisfy'd with her be- 
haviour, and turning at lad to the man who in* 
troduc'd Ae women, faid, fmiling, ** Don't yoa 

** per- 
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** perceive, that this is the only innocent, and 
^* virtuous lady you have introduc'4 to me ?'* 
He afterward principally addi6ted hinifelf to thiV 
ivoman, and loved *her with great fincerity, call-- 
ing her •* the wife lady." 

To handle a woman in an obfcene manner^, 
wiis, by the barbarians, accounted equally the^ 
fame as debauching her. 

ARTAXER3?ES the Younger. 

2to. A poor clown» feeing the vaft variety of 
gifts prcfented to king ArtaxerxeS, firnam'd the 
Mindful,, brother of Cyrus the younger, and hav- 
ing nothing elfe to bedow, went to a rivulet juft 
by, and taking thence as much Water as he could 
carry in both bis bands, prefented it to the king 
with a very chearful look. His majefty ovcrjoy'd 
to find fo much fimpllcity and good-will lodg'd 
together in this poor man^order'd him, in return^^ 
a golden cup, and.a thoufand Dariufcs. 

21. He would frequently fay, " That it was a 
^^ proof of a magnanimous foul, to receive a' 
*^ fmall prefent with one hand, and bellow larger 
*' ones with the other." 

2 2. Being fo plunder'dof his provifions on a 
retreating march, as to be left quite deditute,. 
he cried out, feeding. very heartily on barley 
bread, and dried figs, ** Oyc gods, what plea* 
*' furehave I hitherto been unacquainted with." 

23. Tcribazus, having his Perfian habit tore' 
all to pieces at a hunting-match, was deliberat-- 
ing what to do, when the king told him,.* 'Why ? 
^* all thou haft to do, is to take that habit off, and> 
put on another." If Ido fo, replies he, your ma-?- 
jefty muft give me your own habit. The king, 

B 6 upoa' 
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upon that, gave him his robes, faying, << HcrCy 
*< I make thee a prefent of thefe robes, but I for- 
bid thee to wear them." Teribazus was a pret- 
ty good fort of a man in the main, but then was 
fomewhat rafh, gay, and whimftcal; infomuch, 
that, without regard to the king's prohibition, be 
pat on the robes, decorated with fome golden 
trinkets, gifted him formerly by the king. All tb^ 
reft prefent were much irritated at this fight : 
but it not being lawful to laugh„ the kiog burft 
O'Jt into a great fit of laughter, faying, ^' We 
*^ humour thy vanity, as a woman, to .wear 
*^ gold, and tolerate thee, as a madman, to ufc 
•< the royal habit." 

C A M B Y S E S. 

24. Cambyfes, the (on of Cyrus, was a prince 
famous for the fcverity of his government, and 
the ftri£tnefs of an inexorable juftice. This prince 
had a particular favourite that he made a judge, 
and this judge reckoned himfelf fo fecure in the 
credit he had with his mafter, that, without any 
more ado, caufes were bought and fold in the 
c >urts of judicature, as openly as provifions in the 
market. So foon as Cambyfes came to under- 
iland how this ungrateful wretch bad proftituted 
bis royal dignity for gold, together ^^ ith the liber- 
ty and property of his people, and the honour of 
bis adminlflration, he caufed this minion to be 
taken up, and degraded, his (kin ftripp'd over his 
ears, and the feat of judgment cover'd with it ; 
and he orderM his fpn in the conclufion to fiicceed 
the father in his cbara£ler and office. 

Exemplary crimes require cxempfary juftice : 
but the puniftimeat ought to be likewife inftruc*^ 

live 
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tive. There is a great difference betwixt the 
feirceneis of a choleric outrage, and the foiem- 
nlty of a fevere animadverfion; fo that the rigour 
here upon the father, b well diftinguifli'd from 
the grace fhew'd to the ion ; for it would have 
been moft itnreafonable to confound the guilt of 
the one with the innocence of the other, and to 
deflroy the family with the father. 

25. Cambyfes was a mott intemperate (linker, 
and Praxafpes. took the freedom to advife him a- 
gainft it, as a pradice that puts people out of 
the command and government of themielves, 
body and mind ; ** WeU," feys Cambyfes, ** but 
^* to (hevd you that wine has no fuch power 
•' over me, fetch your fon hither/' The young 
man was brought^ ^^ and now/' faith he> ^^ let 
*' him ftand before me^ wilh his left arm over 
<^ his head >" as he ftood in that pofture. Cam** 
byfes took a huge draught, and follow'd it* with 
an arrow, that ftruck him diredly thorough the 
heart ; ^* Look ye," %s Cambyfes to the fst* 
ther, ** wine does not fpoil my aim." * No>. 

* no, fir,' fays Praxafpes, < Apollo himfeif 

* could not have mended that fliot.* 

'Tis a dangerous poft that of a prime miniilef 

to a freaki(h prince, that will underftand neither 

jeft nor earneft, any further than it gratifies his 

humour. He takes good counfel for an affront, 

or kind of reproach ; as who fhould fay, that 

man thinks himfetf wifer than his mafter \ he 

makes no difficulty of (acrificing the beft friend 

be has in the world to a frolick ; and, in this 

wanton way of auelty, he makes it death to 

be honeft* Not but that it highly concerns a 

prince lo fiipport the dignity of his crown and 

authority* 
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authority, by all reafonabk fev^ricies^ where the 
uftice of the cafe (ball require it« But to trifle 
away men's Uves in a banter^ as we call ic» and 
to fpill human blood> purely for blood iake» this 
is to torn governors into tygers^ and ill-ordej^'d 
ftates only into naore tolerable defarts* 

O R O N T E S. 

, 26. Orontes, fon in law to Artaxerxes, upon 
bis being degraded and condenvi'd by the king 
for an offence given htm, fays, ^ Juft as the £n- 
** gers of an accountant can, at one time, readily 
*• conftitute any fum, however involved in the 
<< power of numbers; and, at another time, 
H ftand but for a fimple digit only, fo can the 
*^ favourites of kings, at one time, perform any 
** thing whatever, when, at another time, they 
*' are mere cyphers^ and are capable of doing 
^ nothing at all/' 

. The ancients calculated accountis by the bel{^ 
of their fingers, in like manner as we do by com- 
mon 'arithmetic. 

M E M N O N, the General, 

'27. Memnon, a general of king Darius, in the 
war againfl Alexander, bearing a foldier make fe- 
veral fawcy and infolent reflexions upon that great 
enemy, gave him a f^vere reprimand by a fmart 
blow on the head with his halbert, faying, <* Sir- 
*' rah, I pay thee to fight againfl Alexander, not 
'^ to rail at him. "^ 

P A R N E S I S. 

. 28. Parnefis, the favourite of Cyrus^ being but 

the ion of a labourer, wore always a'medal about 

J •bis 
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his neck, with this infcription upon it. ^* If thoir 
would*ft know thyfelf, view thee ia thy cradle." 
To this end, that as the memento of his birth 
was always m view, he might not (o readily fait 
into that infupportable vanity to which great and 
upftartforittnes afe tooi&cident. 

A Persian Law. 

29. The Perfiaiis pafs'a a bw that left the 
people at liberty to do what they pleased, for the 
firft five days after the death of tiieir prefent go- 
vernor, upon a preftlmptaon that the mifeiy of (b 
licentious a confudon would make them mor^ 
fenfible of the bleifings of order and peace. 

Thcrels no fuch judgment of the good or ill 
6f government, or confufion, as by comparing, 
them ; and there's no expedient, like an interval 
«f anarchy, to ihew the necefS^y of a reguktionw. 
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30, / I MIE kings of JEgy^U agreeable to 
I the conilitutiooal ufage of that 
^ country, were wont annually to ad -. 
minifter an oath to all the judges of the realm, 
binding them to determine in ali cafes with juf- 
tice and impartiality, even in oppofition to the 
king himfelf, were he to demand an indulgence 
to the contrary, in one parctcularcafe. 

Of fo great an importance to the welfare of 
their nation, did they judge the right adminifl ra- 
tion of juftice. To the unlimited power and 
fiercenefs of their princes, they oppos'd the reli- 
gious obfervation of an oath : befides, it was pre- 
fum'd, that a breach of that oath which the king 
himfelf exafled (hould not readily have been in- 
fifted on by him. But how is it poflSble for aftate, 
where the princes make a private property of 
difpofing the executive power iq difpenfing juf- 
tice, to efcape having that difpenfation deter- 
inin'd by corruption and venality ? 

SESOSTRIS. 
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SESOSTRIS. 

31. SefoSris, king of^gypt, having caus*J 
four of his captive kings to draw his tnumpha)* 
ehariot, inflead of two horfes, one of them kept 
his eyes fixt on the two foremoft wheels, which, 
when Sefoftris obferv'd, he aflcM him what he 
found worthy of his attention in that motion ; 
to which the royal flave replied, *♦ The mutabi- 
*' lity of all things, foon up, and foon dowo." 
Sefoftris, refle£ling on this artful anfwer, fet all 
his royal fiaves at liberty. 

A M A S I S. 

■ 

32. Amafis, the Egyptian king, was advancM 
to the crown from fo mean a condition, that he 
v^as hard put to it at firft to gain the love and 
reverence of his people : but he thought bimfelf 
in the end of this invention. There was a large 
golden veflel provided, and moftly for the fcrvice 
of the king's friends to wafh their feet in: Ama- 
fis order'd that bafin to be melted down ; the 
mettle to be caft into an image, and that image, 
to be fet up in a public place, and dedicated to. 
divine wor&ip. It was no fooi>er erefled, but 
the people came flocking from all quarters, with 
a pa(Bonate zeal and devotion (or this new idoL 
The thought fucceeded fo we'l, that the king 
call'd his fubje£b together upon it, and, in a fhort 
fpeech, made a pertinent application of it to his 
own cafe. *' Look ye, good people,'* fays he,. 
** the god, here, that you at prefent adore, was 
^^ no more the other day than a common uten-^ 
*^ fil: but, as it now ilands confec rated, and 
** fet apart to holy ufes, 'tis but according tcv 



i8 The Apophthegms Book V. 

** your own pra£tice, and the natural reafon of 
*' the thing, to fepute it faaed." By this innu- 
endo, he brought them to a love and undeifland- 
ing of their duty. 

In cafes of imperfedion, or defers, which we 
cannot help, as in blood, fortune, or the like^ 
'tis good difcretion for a man to begin with him- 
felf, provided it be done with fuch a fpirit of ge- 
neroHty, and addrefs^ as may turn the matter to 
bis honour, infteadjof a reproach, as we find it for 
example in the cafe before us > and we may ga- 
ther further from it, that it is wifdom and juftice 
that fits a man for government, where prudence 
and virtue fupply the want of fortune and quali- 
ty. , Now he that advances him felf by a confci- 
entious and honourable way of deferving it, is a 
much greater prince than he that's barely bom ta 
it, 'Tis the royal charader that makes the pcr- 
fon facred : for fovereignty purges all defe£h, and 
confecrates the head, whatever it be, that wears 
it honeftly. 

33. Amafis feeing a man bewail the lofi of hfs 
fon in a very dcjcfted manner, faith, *' If yoa 
" did not lament the want of bim before he wa^ 
•* in being, why fliould you ai>y more lament the 
** want of him, after he ceafes to have a being?" 

34. Amafi«, in bis private condition, was a 
man of liberty and pleafure to the higheft degree,, 
and one that minded nothing in the world but 
jolly company, wine, and women, and how to 
get money to anfwer his expences. In (hort, 
when he had run himfelf out both of cafh and 
credit, he made fhift to pick up a forry living up- 
on the rook, and not by (harping alone, but now 
and then by downright ftealing ; and, whenever 
be happened to be charged wi^h a pilfery, his 

way 
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-vifay was, ftill to deny the faA* and then appeal 
to the oracle of the place fir his juftification. 
This was his courie, and one while they found 
him guilty, otherwhiles innocent, as it happen'd. 
I^his was bis private chara&er : but npon hlst 
coming afterwards to the adminiAration of the 
governmentt he carry'd it in his mind, which 
oracles had been for him, and which againft him,^ 
and accordingly fet a mark of infamy upon thofe 
that had unjuftly abfolv'd him, paying, at the 
fame time, as great a veneration to the other. 
After this note of difiintflion upon their wor(hip» 
and their temples, he pafs'd a law over and above, 
for all people, upon pain of death, to give an ac- 
count, once a year, how they lived. This edj£l 
-was fo well approv'd, that it was traiiflated afdei^ 
wards by Solon to Athens. 

No fuch cheats in nature as that under the vi* 
zor of piety and religion ; and what's the differ- 
ence at lafl between die antient downright pagan, 
and our modern chriftian impoflures ; but accord- 
ing to the cant tn mode, one consults the oracle, 
and the other fecks the Lord ; fo that their en- 
thufiafts and ours, are but the felf fame thing un« 
der feveral appellations, and there is nothing (o 
execrable and flagitious bat it (lands confecrated 
under this cover. We are to take notice like* 
wife, that hypocri fy does not fo blind the judg*^ 
ment, as either to confound the notions of good 
and evil, or to ftifle the reluflancc of a fcrupu- 
)ous confcience : for we have in us at the fame 
time a fecret abhorrence of the one, and as tender 
a reverence for the other, and the firft fair op- 
portunity of applying it to our advantage, does, 
infome meafure, fet us right again. This holds 
good in the cafe of Amafis, and in the ordinary 

prance 
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praSice of the world. Bit we cannot call any 
good office, or aAion, a confummated virtue 
that's wrought rather by an impuTfeof intereft, 
than out ofa fenfeofduty. 

35. AmaHs, after his advancement to tke 
crown, being reprov*d by hia friends, for bis cu{* 
torn of drinking, and giving himfelf great liber- 
ties in indulging all manner of pleafure, every 
evening, upon finifbing the bufinefs of the bench, 
he made anfwer, '• Thofe that pra^fe bows, 
** feldom ftrain them urvneceffarily.'* 

For if they kept them always bent, or upon 
the full ftretch, they muft foon crack, burft, 
and prove ufelefs, when occaffon required their 
fcfvice. In like manner, thofe who never un- 
bend tbemfclves from an intenfity of cares, by 
any Relaxation of mind, will foon turn either 
crack- brain'd, or contra£l a bad habit of body. 

PSAMMENITUS. 

36, Pfammenitus, king of ^gypt, was taken 
priioner by Cambyfes, and carried out of his own 
kingdom a captive into Perfia 1 the vi£lor or- 
dered the young princefs, Pfammenitus's daugh- 
ter, and all the other young ladies of quality, 
whom he had taken prifoners out of ^gypt, the 
more to infult and afflidl their wretched parents 
with the (hocking fpedacle, to go drefs'd in the 
habit of flaves, carrying water upon their backs. 
While the reft of the -Egyptian prifoners were 
quite diftradled at this fight, Pfammenitus re- 
mained verv calm, with his eyes . (ixt upon the 
ground. Soon after Cambyfes order'd his fon, 
the young -Egyptian prince, with feveral of the 
young noblemen of the fame age and country, to 

be 
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be led forth » tied together by the necks, and brid* 
led like borfes, with bits In tbeir mouths. Pfam- 
meniius ^as, upon this additional ihock, the on- 
\y perfon who refrain'd from tears : but happen- 
. ing to fpy a certain familiar friend of his go about 
. begging, in a naked fiarving condition, upon call- 
ing to his friend he burft.out into a flood of tears, 
beating his head, in the manner of the barbarians. 
Cambyfe^, heariiig the oddity of this behaviour, 
demanded to know the reafon, why he remained 
lllent and unmov'd upon viewing the calamity of 
his children, and was all on a fudden fo much af- 
flided at feeing the diftreiles of an old man ? ** O 
*' fon of Cyrus," anfwer'd he, ** domeftic mifc- 
^^ ries, arrived to this violent heighth, are more 
^* grievous than to admit of tears ; but to fee 
^* my friend reduced from a ftate of eafe and af- 
^^ fluence, to this extremity of diftrefs, and ut- 
^^ moft want, in the very eve of life, is an ohjcSt 
** that commands my tears." 

P T O L E M iE U S, the fon of Lagus. 

37. Having once defir'd a certain grammarian, 
upon deteding his ignorance, to tell him, ** Who 
•* the fether of Peleus was ?'* he received for an- 
fwer, " Firft tell me. Who was the father of 
Lagus ?" The king's friends hearing thb pert db- 
ply> begg'd his Majefty to punifli the fellow's in- 
folence ; but he told them, ^^ If it is the privilege 
> ^^ of a* king to let no aflFront put upon his perfon 
. '* pais unpuniih'd, 'tis no part of that privilege 
** to provoke an affront.'* 

It is unjuft in an aggreflbr of whatever dignity 
or degree, to aik revenge for a retaliation of the 
injury or ai&ont firft offer'd i and he who banters 

to 
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to have it retum*cl^ is fuppos'd to put bis dignity 
out of the queftion, feeing that bj a fair challenge, 
he difpenfes with any fuperior prerogative, and 
putshimfelf juflly upon a level with his adver&ry. 
It were unfair to nvake ufe of any advantages ib*^ 
reign to his capacity, in the point difputed^ in pre«- 
judiceof his antagonifl'. 

XENOPHANES. 

3 8. Xenophanes, the fon of Lagus> being up- 
braided with cowardice, by Hermoneus, for re- 
fufing to play at dice with him, made anfwer, ** I 
'^ confefs that I am not only a coward, but a ve- 
** hement one: yet 'tis in aAing inconfiftent 
•* with honour and honefty/' 

'Tis an honourable timidity which detcrrs us 
from bafe a<5Uons> 
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P O L T Y S. 

39. pOLT YS, kwg of Thrace, being foli- 
^J/ cited, ID time of the Trojan war, by 
the ambafiadors of Greece and Troy, at one and 
the fame time, decIarM himfetf, after bearing 
both {parties, ki tMs manner ; *^ Sure Alexan- 
*^ der ought to reftore Helen; and the nK>re to 
^' facitkate fach an accommodation, I vow, that 
*' be ftaU be at liberty to run away with two of 
** the faireft of my women to compenfate for 

" thatonV 

How admirable was the lingular humanity and 
pacific difpofition of the Greeks, who would reft 
fatisfy'd with the bare reftitution of Helen, after 
ihe had, for fuch a confiderable time, cohabited 
with the adulterer, as an ample acknowledgment 
for the injury. It were happy for Paris had he 
complv'd with thefe terms ; for, having had the 
full enjoyment of one beauty, he might, upon re- 

ftorin^ her^ be entitled to thefe two fair ones, 

and> 
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and, at the fame time, have prevented the rui 
and defiru£tion of hi« country. 

C O T Y S. 

40. Cotys, king of Thrace, being naturally a 
fiery, pai&onate man, and one that from his re- 
vengeful difpofition, was too fcbjeA to puniih hii 
fervants with great rigor, for any accident happen- 
ing in their way, that crols*d his indinations, was 
prefented with feveral curious veflels of exquifite 
worlcmanfliipf and elaborately engraved, made oi 
glafs* After having recompencM the bearer in a 
very handfome manner, be order'd them all to be 
broke to pieces. Being aflc'd his reafon for k 
doing, he made anfwer, ^< Left I fhould rage 
*' againft fuch as might happen to break them." 

It is the part of a prudent man, to acknowledge 
the infirmity of bis nature, and to make away 
with every thing that nuy give occafipn of re- 
lapfing into that diforder. 

41. Cotys, hearing that the Athenians, on ac- 
count of his fupplying them with troops againft 
the Darians, declared him, by way of eminence, 
a citizen of Athens, fays, ** By Jove I fliall, in 
•« recompence, grant them the freedom of mj 
•* country." 
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T O M Y RI S: 

42* i\ « FTE It XJyvisMi fobdtnid Afia, 
/^^: he mareb^d into Scjrthutf all fraught 
^ ^ ,with the hopes ' of reducing that . 
country. Tomyrtt,, qu^n of Scythbii though' 
(he might have ^^filyprereiitedfais paffingtUB'ri-' 
ver Araxes, fufferM him'to naath into the heiirt' 
of her dommions, fuppofing by that meai^ to gain' 
an eafier conqueft over him, and, at the fame 
time, to renderhtrreiraft moit diffiSoit, by hav- 
ing the river in his rear; wherefore, ibe fent her 
foh ig^iaft the ehbny; with a third part ofher 
forces. This fon'of hers betng'a yotmg mkn/ 
and ighotdnt in mUitaiy afffinr, Cyra^atu^d in' 
At nigbt; and^ cot htwoff, togeth^ wtth al^ fait' 
army; Tdmyrisdid^not^ upon ^thiagniatlofs,' 
pottf out her fbrrow^ like a wbhian, in t^acs^ botj 
turnfd her mbid'ikpmf the comforts of revtoge ; (d 
thai haVinft Isud an ambufh for Cyrus,' flie atl^ckM 
him in a narrow pa&, and' flew tUiti) togieti^ 
Voi-;Ifc C witH 
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^ith his whole armyt confifting of two hundred 
thoufand Perfians : then ordering the head of 
Cyrus to be cut ofF, (he threw it into a veflel full 
of human blood, faying, ^^ Now glut thyfelf with 
«( bloody after which thou fo much thirfted, ;uid 
^* of which thott never could*ft be fatiated !" 



A T E A & 

43 • Ateas, 4ing of 5cy thi^ wrote a letter to 
Philip, after this manner; " Yoa govern the 
*' Macedonians, men truly expert in war ^ yet I 
^* command the Scythians, who can biattle aga'mft 
«* both hunger and thirft/' 

Intimating, tba^ in this refpe^b, the Scythians 
were more fit for war. 

44« Having taken one Ifmenias, a moft ex- 
quifite pipw, prlfoner in battle, he order'd him to 
play .a tune upon his pipe* AteaS, obferving all 
the people prefent charm'd wkh^hemufic, fwore 
by Mars and the wind, ^^ that he himfelf would 
^< be.more^delighted to hear the neighing of a 
" liorfc/' 

SCYLURUS. 

45. Scylurus, having fburfcore fons, defir'd 
nothing fo much ais to bring them up in the love 
of each other; and to fbew how invincible fuch a 
concord, would make jhem,. gave to each, as he 
lay at the point oCjdealh, a bundleof javelines,. 
bdding themiry.ifrthfty CQiild break die bundles. 
When the young \mtn deay'd it was poC- 
fible to break tht m, Scylurus unty'd the bundles 
in their pri;:rence, and broke them one after ano-- 
thei with all the eafe imaginable^ upon which he 

admonifii'd 



Book V. of the Scythians. 2 7 

idmotiifli^d his fons thus ; " BehoM, my fons/* 
raid he, " your ftrcngth, while linkM together in 
** bonds of amity : on the contrary, bow weak, 
** and what an eafy prey would you be, when 
'* ieparated in your inter<;fts, by difcords and fe- 
•* ditions?'* : . . T 

A Scythian could not place a more Scythian 
copy before their eyes. 
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46. y^*^ E L O, the tyrant of Syracufe, hav- 
f V ing defeated the Carthaginians at 
^^-^ Imera, oblig'd them to fue for 
if eace ; among other articles of the treaty, he 
had it ftipulated^ that, after that treaty took place^ 
^beCarthiginians ihould facrifice none of their 
male children to Saturn. 

That nation had a practice of placing their in- 
fiint boys in the bofom of a huge brazen ftatue of 
Saturn, where, being hollow within, they kept a 
moft vehement fire, burning in manner of a fur* 
nace; and thus the children were burnt to death, 
as it were, in the embraces of the god. This 
was very agreeable to Saturn, who, according to 
tfie fable, was wont to devour all his male ofF- 
fpmgy^ which his wife brought to the world ; for 
Jove had been devoured by him, if they had not 
put a flone in place of the Doy« 

47. Being 



■ffie't-ounrf'llIeWfiiA^y,' and oa<Ji'played aiulie 

'Cfteemcd'^'piCiirar Atcb^Qni in cfiSipany j'wiicn 
it camtf to "the Idfe's ~tUrn to 'pEy. Tie dtaered 
liifihoffc'to'BeBrdUgRt i«to Oie'teSilirig rootn, 
'arid teVtog^ttMheidTiim^wtth great "iifc and ^- 
lity, "^iVtJthifJn'lo lcfiow,*%hatTiich: aij'e'iercife 
'<^ mdife bCiltfitf^a'pilnce, itian -io "play upon 
'Ihefca^, 



■^S.'lffiroTfeo'lupieifed'GeloTn^fi^gOTPrri- 
ittent,"*6utd fay, ** Th&t"W never fhojighfanian 
*' ri either 

at he 
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'^^ Si igalnft 

- »• fi igamft 

■<• H with 

* 'fitih teattah, ih TcraK<Sh'tb lis, las we would 
" Hninrft a-eyti^'ftdfioWe to 'tKe 'kttowleJge 
" of", 

yg. Oht TigytAcftiftg Wih 'VtUh liavlhg a 
tettkfrtg'feftalh, 'fife MaHi"6d tiis "eoAToh 'for hot 
(eliirife hfth 'of 'hT» riiSslfoFFurife 'tSefofe ; '" Indeed, 
« thy diat;;''-'&lti tore, '« Ilma'emed'di'at'aHmeh'* 
'" bfritKs firielt as'Bid as 'fours?' , 

An^ iiruftribus proof of ihvmcibfe Inbd^yi 
"Wtlbh Ifae'Wds belter fo clofe to ahylhah, faving 
'ifii hiiiVifiA, 'h to perceive hTs brcatb. 

. C 3 so. As 
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50. As Xenophanesy the Colophooiao, com- 
plained to Hiero of his poverty, infomuch that 
he was fcarcely able to maintain two fervants, 
he told bim, *^ Homer, whom thou vilifieft, 
'* though dead, (till maintains more than ten 
^* thoufand men,' and canft thou, who would 
** fain be thought a more learned man than 
** him, while living, even maintain two V* 

We find that the abjefil vermin, who enyi- 
oufly continue ftili to gnaw and fnarl at the 
fuperior performances of illuftrious men, and in 
vain, endeavour to eclipfe their glory, in hopes 
tQ borrow its luftre themfclv^ had an exiftence 
tven in theie early times. ' 

51. He fet a fineupon the hiNid of Epichar- 
mus, the comic^pQet, only for lK>ltip.g out. a 
wanton wor^ In the hearing of his own wife. 

Now this gives u3 to underfland, that modefly 
is the duty of a wife, as well as of a virgin, and 
that it is no longer a virtue than while it continues 
all of a. piece, in thought, word and deed. Epi* 
charmus was a native of Sicily, and by the cuftom 
of the country, was given much to jefting, but 
he was undoubtedly to blame, even towards bis 
€>wh wife; fqr loofe words lead naturally to loffe 
adions, and the very provocation to l^wdnefs is 
within one degree of the thing itfelf. 

52. The lung, having put fome of his intimate 
acquaintaintanccs to death, invited Epicharmus a 
few days thereafter, to fup with him ; but the 
poet, rather with too much freedom, told the 
king, '* Your majefty gave me no invitation 
lately when you facriiiced your friends/' 

I'he ancients were wont, when they ofFer.ed 
facrifices, to make a fplendid entertainment, 
and invited all their friends upon that occafion. 

DIO. 
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DI O KYS I U S the Elder. 

53. Dionyfius, as they drew lots for the magf* 
llracy^happeaed to draw the letter M^upon which 
fomebody tdd him« by way pf jeft^^^feXoTurf 
Le; Dionyfiusi^thou art a merry- Andrew. Nay,, 
replies he, lAOtcc^x^th i. e« ** I (ball be a- mo- 
/^* narch/' It-happened that, haviiig obtained 
the magfftracy, he wa$ foon after declared Empe- 
ror by the Syracufians. 

This muft be allowed as a fpecimen of hfs 
.magnanimity^ in afluming the liberty*of putting 
fuch a 6on(lTu£Uon upon the letter. 

54. Dionyfius, in the beginning of his reign, 
was clofely befieged in his own palace, by a 
ftrong faiflion of the citizens, who threatned to 

.kill him, jf he did not forthwith refign the go* 
vemment His rriend«, being very preffing with 
him upon the affair (as* hp; Was viewrng an ox 
very expedicioufly (laughtered by his butcher) in- 
treated him to lay down the government, if 
he minded being taken, and. afterwards put 
to death, he replied, *V Seeing Ufe may be fo 
^* fuddenly difpatched, 'tis all in vain for yoM 
<< to think of perfuading me, through a fear of 
*^ death, to give up fuch a. kingdom/' 

How powerful muft have been his defire of 
reigning, when he thought it ad vantageoufly ac- 
(juired, even at the; expence of life* 

55. Dionyfius reprimanding his fon, who was 
to fucceed him in the government, for violating 
the chaftity of one of the citizen's wives, afked 
him, among other queftions, ** Whether ever 
♦' he heard of any fuch flagrant piece of injuf- 

C 4 " tice. 
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tice donr by htm ?'' No, faid he, becaufe 
• you was never a kmg^s /on:" Neither, 
fiud Diotiyifius, *^ will you '«veFl)e the -father of 
•• one, if you thus (hamefully give way ^ to your 
•♦• unruly 'paffionsv'* ' • ' 

•The ^rant judged adultery a crime Jixrorthj 
•of diTinberftiq^hi^Ton, notwithftanding we, in 
^ ciiriftian country, and iinder a chrlftian -difpen- 
Yattoh, account it a grand game. 

56. vObffervihg a^ he w^m.into his fonV houfe, 
the vaft'ftbre of geld and filver plate that was 
there, he exclaimed thus, ^* -Thfou fcaft not the 
*^ tindure of princely virtues within ^hee, when, 

aft^r receiving fuch. a quantity of plate from 

me, thou didft not ni^ke thyfdf one -fingle 
,•* friend by it* 

Meaning that a crown would neither be 
procured iior maintained without the good will 
of the fubje£l: and that benignity generally *be^ 
gets ;g6od-will. 

" 57. JHfe told his mother, defiring leave to be 
ma^ie^ after {he was advanced much in years, 
'•*. Ah mother, the liws of civil focicty may be 
j«« vtotated, but'thofe of nature never cwi.** 
• ftteaning, ^t it was unnatural for an old wo- 
^^ paft child-btaring, to marry, though now- 
a-days ^^fee womctf niarry atfeventy. 

5^. There Ws a certain ftranger canie to 
•Dibnyfius, defiring a private conference with 
-bini, fayihg, that be'v^oulci teach him in vrtiat 
manner he (hpiild come to the knowledge cf 
ahjr plots or fbatagems, chat might at .any 
'tiitie, be foritoed or devifcd agaitift him. T%ic 
iing, having ,'admitted thefftranger into a private 
"fip^tmentj defired him to difclofe his invention, 
^^bc^eiipon the man' fays,' ** Let your roajcfty 

give 
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* ^ give hite but a talent, 9ild it wU{ be imagined 
^^ that I m^ke you ac({uainted with fucb a fe- 
^^ cret." The king admiring his ingenuity^ 
;gave him tlie money, and pretended to be veried 
in the myftery. 

This cheat y^ &f fingular. feryice to. prevent 
£onrpiractesv 'Tis reported that QaE&t Maximi- 
Ji'an, to render^bkn mor^ formidable to confpirar 
tors, bad him'feif fiifpe^oi for a magician^ ahd 
pretended to keep magical (hirts, fortunate fwords^ 
and fpirits (h^t up in rings by iiim, in cuftody. . 

5^. DionyiiMS bbing dsfeed by Que that defired 
to fpeak wiih bimji if be were at leiforis ? made an- 
fwfer, «• HefaVfens forbid, that ever I ihould 
** come by that accident/' 

He accoCitited it a nH>ft fcandaloas atid un- 
pardonable jcrinie in a king, ever to abfeitt him* 
felf A^bm ftate-cquterhs. But where are .tbef 
who b^band all thek time fo, as to fpend.tbe 
greaieft oart of it in plifying at .dice^ or fome 
other fueb liiiS trHUog escetcifes i That, mail does 
i^t live as he fliouUf,.thajt does not look upon 
every ^ay as his lafti feeing tnat <ft)ly the p'refeht 
is ill our powef , fiiiee liine is but a fioi of in* 
ftants, ikid every breath we dta^ is tieV<f life: . 

60* Bcpg reproaichiBd by his friends; fot ad^ 
vanciDg td ^re^tc digfiHty a petfbn of a bad 
chialader, and one .Who was .univerfally hated 
by the people. ** I wanted/' fays he, ." that 
** tbei^ (hould be one''|nan in Symcufe more 
*< hated thati myfelf." ^ 
. He knew the humour ^of the miiltitude to be 
Aich, that, having feme cOi^fpicuous man for 
\he objfe^t of. their envy and hatred^ they would 
be better aiFe£ied to the prince. It is for this 
reafgni that we fee fome moHarcfas ralfe to great 

C 5 honour 
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honour and (>ower fuch as they vifibly bear no 
good-will to, that they themfelves miy be fe- 
cure againft the fury of the multitude, which, 
if it fifes to too great a height, will never be 
appeafed but by a viAim. 

6 1. Hie ambafiadors of the Corinthians hav- 
ing refufed fome prefents^ offered them by Diony- 
fius, conformable to a law they have to that 
cStSt, which prohibits ambafiadors to accept of 
any prefents from the prince they are fent to, 
he told them^ ** You aft very inconfiAent, in 
^ endeavouring to aboliih that one good prac* 
^^ tice, which attends tyranny, in as much as 
*^ yoiir fqueamifli behaviour would infiniiate, that 
'^ it was a dangerous matter, to receive a bene- 
•* fa^ion from the hands of a king.** - 

He judged it one of the higheft contempts put 
upon a prince, to refuie his prefents ( feeing 
thefe arc^ th^ only means tyrants have left them 
lo recommend themfelves ; the only opportuni^ 
ties they have, as an alloy, to mitigate the envy 
that is entailed upon their enormous {K>wer, 
is their cotirtefy and munificence. 

6a. Dionyfius being informed that otip of his 
fubje£!s had buried a'treafiire in the earth, com- 
manded him, upon pain pf death, to produce it 
forthwith. The Syracufifin readily obeyed, and 
brought him part, refcfvipg a moiety artfully 
fc^ his future ufe. Soofi after he withdrew into 
another city, and havifig trafficked and bought 
an eflate, lived there to all outward appearance, 
in greater plenty than )i« d*^ before. Dionyfius, 
being informed of hrs cohduft» inftead of making 
a fecond demand^ reftored what he had taken 
away. *' For new,^' fays he, ** fincc you know 
** how to m^ke ufe of your riches you defcrve 
«fc to efijoy them." He 



Book y. of the Sicilians, 35 

He plainly made it appear, that it wa$ not the 
man's gold that be wanted, but tbat he defired 
to cure him of his infirmity : he ihowed him 
that the lawful ufe of money coniifted in making 
other advantages of it, befides ufury. 

63. Dionyfius would fay, ** that he muft needs 
5< be aware of his wife friends ; becaufe I 
^^ am fatisjfied" faith he, ^* that not one of 
•* them but would likebettcr to govern than obey.*' 

64. As they were performing divine fervice in 
his palace, and the prieft, according to cuftom^ 
petitioned that the king's reign might be fecure 
and lading, Dionyfius, interrupting him, faith^ 
^* How long wilt thou continue to pray impi* 
oufly for me?" 

Meaning, that we (hould petition the Godt 
for an excellency of mind, rather than for en* 
dowments, that in reality contribute nothing to** 
wards human happinefs. 

65. Tefcha th^ Sifter of Dionyfius, was. mar-*. 
Tied to Polyxenus^ .^.1^^, for fear; of the tyrant 
fled, and left the country. Tefcha, being af- 
terwards accufed by the king, as coi^/cious of her 
husband's efeape, for not informing him of his, 
intention to ^msike off^ fays, *^ Dionyfius, do 
** you imagine me a wretch of fuch an abje£l 
•^ fpirit, as that, if I perceived, he had anj fuch 
*\ defign, I f^puld not fail ;ilong with him,:tand 
<* (hare all the vicif&tu^e of his fortune, whether > 
*♦ good or bad V\ ^ 

. 06. Having, under promife of b^eing magni* 
iicently rewarded, cng^ed a very celebrated 
minflrel t9 ftay vfitli hiip^^.fpr fome fhorjt^ time, 
the more to encourage the man, he told him, 
that the better 'he performed, the more liberal 
he fhould bav^ been paid. The mufician, hav^ ^ 

C 6 ing 
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ing coAtiiitted for « few idays, and given general 
ITadsfaiflion, by his dextrQus faculty at playing the 
muTick, findl/ig the king did pot oflRer to' give 
ftim ought, mkde bo^d to ask his hire : Upon 
which Dionyfius totd hiip, ^^ ip good fsihh^ 
^^ I have payed thee tXI th^ hire Ipromifetd/' 
Wi)4t? (ayi the mufician^ your ipakfly gave 
me no oioney.' ^^ Right," replies Qiony^us, 
^^ but for one pleafiire f gave thee apotl^er ; for 
^* if thou baft diverted Qie by ipuj(ick, haye not 
f * I diverted thee by hop^ ?*' 

67. He fo admired the noble fr^dfbip fph* 
Hng between Pythias and Damon^ that he 
fbllicifted them, faying, *< I earneftiy intr^at, 
** gentlemen, to be adipitted in^o your frif ^d- 
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The tyrant had fixed a day to put one of thefe 
foiui to death, but, on asking a fopall refpit^ to 
fettle his domeftic a^irs, he obtained it, qh cqn- 
ditton, that his friend Ihould furrend^r hiniifelf 
tb be 'executed in' place of hiou if l^e did i|6t 
returli on the day prelbpbcd^ Thjp con^cmnea 
duilSng to die ratlier than dieceive bis friend, 
€4a^e dn the very day apfipinte^^ and fubtpttted 
hkfifelf. His ^r^tui^ ib puhdbal tp th^ time, 
prefer ved both ^rteiid^'; and both were aftfr- 
warcie honoured with tl^ ^^C'? itwuA^rpk Such 
was thX po^ver df f3(aiie|i ^tue oye;^ 'tyraijt^ 
ibemfelvesv 

68. He w^ igron^ to excuf<^ his fiicrilege, ^y 
tbefei and iother like facetipus e?a^kins : Having 
plundered the temp^ <^ Fr^fejrpina at I^cris, 
ha would fay, as iiisAei^.was returiung boftie 
with a proi^perous breeze from <hat expedijtfon, 
^^ You fee, what fvccei^. the iipmottal gocb 
u voucUkfe thofe guiity c^f "facrilcgc*" ' 

^ "4 Fancy- 
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Fancying tkat either there mtn a« gods, or 
ek«t they ^'ttt net'offefideJ at facniege. 

69. He took a golden cloak of grecrt Weight 
from Olympian Jove, with which Hiero 
adorned that image, on his return from the Car- 
thaginian war, being found among the Ipoils of 
the enemy, faying, '* It was too heavy for fum- 
♦ * mcr, and too coM fcf wiflter/* atid covered 
the god with a cloth nnuide^** which, Ae i^id, 
«^ was more fahabb for tlie Aiveral Mhm of 
^* the year.*' 

70. H« fietebed away ttit pMien teafd (tf 
^ASfctriflpttis^ a* Spfdaunis, fVfifig> •* that it 

^^ did fiot become him to wear a beard, Ibeittg*, 
** his father Apollo Wore none/* 

^ficulapius is fu^^poTed the Ton of ApoDo^ and 
poetical theology fancies ApoRo beaniteA, and 
gives Mkuhpixn a beard, to fignify the Valioitt 
ftccomplrflimeiits rctjpiktt in a fliyfiei«n« 

71. H^^ in likemamier, took away dl the 
gol^^fi vidoriesj cups and bowb wb)eh the 
Tmages of the gods hold eut to tbea» handk^ as 
if making oSfarof them, layltog «< that he m 
^< net rob the gods : but accepted at theif hand! 
^ the ^ifb they daily otkted hinci^^* eddfng, 
«^ that it were very fiH^ not to accept cf (How 
^^ thfflgs cdnfbmtl^ importuned upon ua^ ^ the 
^ outftretchc^ anm of the immert^ gio^/* 

k is the way of the world to ecK^er the feulbll 
things, and delign?, with the fitifr^ names, andl 
.the ihoft plaufi^le pretencesi Haare we not 
heard qf church- lands feized to pri>6l^iie tiAa, 
under die fpecious colour of a neceffi^y- ofi ftale; 
hare-^eed' facrilege countenanced, a^nd com- 
mitud for fear of ^an invifiUe id^hu^jb And 
what is there more in it, upon the nuin, than 

firft. 
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iirft) a diflblution of order and government 
paft all recovery, and afterward giving a frivolous 
reafonforit? 

DIONYSIUSthe Younger. 

72. Dionyfius the younger ufed to fay, *« that 
]^^ he maintained feveral fophifters, not that he 
«< admired them, but on puipofe that, througii 
•* their means, he might become admired*" 

He underftood the high notions people have of 
the great learning of thefe fort of men. Under this 
peifuafion he cunningly made ufe of them 
to gain a popular efteem* ^Tis for the fame 
ireafon> very like, that princes keep about their 
houfes men, that, through the force of opinion, 
have attained the venerable and reverend cha- 
ncers of learning or fan£lity ; to the intent that 
people may imagine, that moft, things done are 
ichemed and devifed by theim* . 
i. 73. When Pojyxenus the logician, told Dio- 
nyfius, ^I convince youby plain arguments,' he 
replied, ^* N?iy, but I convince thee by plain 
** cOiatt^r of fiad, that thou baft left thy own fort 
#f of people, and. come courting me.and mine." 

Meaning) that he was removed from fchool 
to ^ourt, and come from philofophers to a tyrant,^ 
whrch he would not have done, if he did not 
jpdge.tbat manner of life preferable. 
^ 74* Being a^ked, after his expulfipn. What 
benefit dp you feap now from Plato, and your 
phiipfophy ? ; Why ? anfwered he, " That I 
V can bear, fo patiently fuck an aftonifhing 
«* turn of fortune." 

•^^■■.. •■ He 
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He oiFered no violence to bis own life, as 
moft others would have done upon the like dif- 
appointments, or change of circumftances : but 
opened a fchool for literature at Corinth. 

75. fieing asked, how it came about, when 
his father, from a low fortune, and a private 
condition, obtained the government of Syra* 
cufe, that he, after receiving the kingdom by 
inheritance, fhould lofe it ? his anfwer vras^ 
^^ My father left me his kingdom, not his for«^ 
** tune/' 

. All things do not fall out equally fuccefifiil to 
cvciyperfon, 

76. Being brought to Corinth, after he was de-^ 
pofed, he kept » fchool there, where many ufed 
to vifit him ; among others, one when he came' 
in, opened hjs;, mantle, and (book his cioaihs,* 
defigning thereby to give him a fcornful hint ; 
becaufe fuch was the manner of them who*' 
came to fee him, while he was king. Diony-> 
fius told him, ^^ Prithee do fo rather when thoir 

goeft out, that we may fee,, thou fiealeft no-' 
thing away/^ 

A G A T H O C L E S. 

77* Agathocles, from the ion of a potter^^ 
came to be king of Sicily. Now the diificulty 
was, under thtfe circumftances, bow to recon* 
dle the honour of his dignity to his trade and 
bufinefs. He therefore kept an earthen cup 
dofe by a golden one, together upon the table 
before him, and was wont to addrefs the youth, 
who came to vifit him, in thofe terms. <* Look 
** ye, young men," faid he, pointing to the 

former 
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former of thefe piecest *< this is fbc work o^ 
^ my haodg, and thii och^r of my indoilrj 
^* and fomUMle ;^' pointing H> the ktter. 

There are no great eneoisiiilms due to any 
one who is l>oni to a crown, for wearing one r 
but it is the higheft excellence muft render a 
man "wortliy of one. A jnete extrddioA is no 
bUt upon atiy ihan tliitt is not aflianled &f hiiai^ 
felf> and ambitbtks to be thoilght greater than 
be is I the modefty of oinrning thfe tratb^ attoiies 
for the pretended defe£b. No man is ib blame 
for ^at he cannot help ; but, on the edntl-ary, 
to be highly honoured, for illuftrating hia birth 
by his virtue. The people #ere fo feilfible of 
the ftroke of tJiis allufion, that ail dtfagrebnients 
were compounded upon it> betwixt the king and 
the potter. 

: y$. As Agathocles befiegcd a certain city^ foriie 
of the mhabitlinta taunted Um fiom the walls, 
crying out^ You matter Potter, how .will 
jm get money to pay your (to6ps? ^' By the 
*f (ale of ]pMr city,'' replied he, irety calmfyi and 
having carried the place, he fold the bdieged 
for flaves, telling them, ** Now, if you give 
*' me fuctf language, I fliall tell your matters of 
*• you." 

rutting them in nrind of their unfeafonable 
repeoadies, an<t gently upb^aidiiig^ theif fervi- 
t«de, ti)e reward of fucb abufe. 
.7^ Some men from Ithaca, came to.Aga* 
tkoel^s, carrying feveral of his Mors' before 
hjiiir* wiib complatnts, that Isuiding upon their 
ifland, they drove off a great auitiber of their 
fbeep- and other cattle. ^^ Na)^, nay. Gentle* 
fi|fen,L" fays Agaihocies^ " you have no,fuch 
**' peat reasfon to cry out,, for yfhen your king 
\ . ** landed 



'- aur flosk^ .i^t pi)^kt>^t /tbeir ApfhaE4'» 
Alluding ^Q ttie. (b tmvicb eclnbEsUid 41^^ -of 

DION. 

4o. ^Dion^ twho 'CXf^efled EKmyims, 'having 
leard that ' Galippiis, who, of all ^ his ^frien3s^ 
pvas the man he had moft confidence in, was 
E:oii^rned ma plot agftiiift^his Hfc,'he nev^r 
could prevail upon himfelf to Tonvid him, -by 
bringing the matter to -a -trial: -but ivoiild fay, 
^* that ,it was better 10 be k^d out of the 
** way, .than to live, when one muft not only 
^^ guard agamfl his enemies, but even s^alnft 
^* 'Ws frieiids'/* 

He was worthy the beft of friepds^ yfi^o *jfxt^ 
f erred cleath - to . a diftruft of $ieoi. 

8r. A man not very polite, though a hmHtX 
friend of Archelaus, being at an entertainment 
with him, asked the king to give htm the cup. 
ArchelauS) upon that, defired the lad in waiting, 
to give the cup to Euripides. As the other 
feemed furprized at this, Archelaus fays ** You, 
*< who ask it, deferve not to get it, and he deferves 
*' to have it, who don't ask it." 

Meaning, that it was his familiarlity with the 

king, that emboldened him to ask his majefty 

iox the glafs, but that the modefty of Euripidea. 

deferved to have It oiFered him. 

8a. Hid 
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82. His barber^ being a very prattling fellowJ 
asked his majefty oiie day, bow he fliould plea^ 
to be (haved i ^' without hearing a word firoai 
•* your mouth/' anfwered the king. 

83. As Euripides at a feaft, kept kiffing and hug- 
ing of Agathon, that famed beauteous youths 
who then had fcaro^ly, the appearance of a bear<f 
on his face: Archelaus civilly excufed ^im to 
his friends thus, ** Gentlemen, we c^n*t hei 
*< furprizcd } for even the autumA of the fair ill 
« beautiful." \ 

84. Archelaus happening to get bim&lf iprink'*' 
led 9fl over with water, one^ day upon the- 
ftreet) his friends, that vi^ere along with him, ia 
the utmoft rage^ threatited vengeance againft the 
offender: But the king interpofed, faying, 
** Nay, genttemerv^ never mind it, for I am not 
** the perfon wtttedy it is the man he aimed 
« it at." 

What cotttd be more gentle than hb mode* 
ration in this fingle inftance i It may afford us 
thisleflbn, that we ought to forgive fuch as of- 
fend thro' imprudence, even had ^ey the misfor- 
tune to difoblige men in power. 






THE 



(43) 



THE 



AP OPHTHE CMS 



OF Tfi I 



MACEDONIANS. 



D £ M £ T R I U S, the fon of Antigonua. 

^i* A S Demetrius befieg'd Rhodes, and 

/-\ " bad taken, fomcwherc in the fub» 

^ -^ urbs, a piece of painting, being a »• 

prefentation of lalyus, or Bacchus, done by Pro* 

togenes, that moil eminent mafter, the Rbodians 

fent by their heralds, begging the king to fpare 

^^c piece. Demetrius told them, •* that he 

** would fooner deftroy all his father's images, 

" than that one piaurc." 

Such was the efteem this prince had for arts* 

86. Having taken Megara, he fent for Sttlbon, 

^Jje philofopher, and aflced him^ if any of his fol- 

diers pillaged ought out of the city ? Not one d 

them, anfwered Stilbon ; ** Truly, I have not 

'* fecn any of them/' fays Demetrius, " who 

** feem'd to have pillag'd any fcicnce." 

Intimating, that the endowments of the mind 
Were the only poffeffions not liable to the violence 
of war. 

87. Demc- 
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87. Demetrius, having canted away all tl 
flaves out of the city, told &iIbon, *^ now I leai 
** you a free city/^ RfgHt, replies the phtlofc 
pber, for your majefty don't leave one flave w^itli 
mit, 

cS8« ^Lpateriaj^^ecourCl^zan/ha^ntuth irffthfenc 
over Demetrius, and was the inftigation of man 
cruel and unjuft ads. Whereupon Lyfimachu 
(aid, that it was tlie^^fifft Hflie he had ever hear 
a whore aft in a trasedy. Demetrius replied 
** Lamia, the whore, is both a more modeft, an 
^ 'mcfral woman, than your P^elope/^ Meaai 
Ing his Wffe. 

89. Demetrius would fay, ** That he judg' 

** nothing^ ftiore unhappy, than the condition c 

•••Ibtt man, 'v^^ho never inetMrith any adverfitj 

*^ or difappointment in life : becaufe that fuch 1 

<** «m»n tnuft be Ignorant of himfelf, in regard' h\ 

^ titntt had tfyatof'faiso^ tn^tl? : «r he mut 

•** he\lMti4S tfic^osjs. i» onel#hom thc)j over 

^ lo6k, *y ttskf&n of 'bis indolence and 'i9ott>i 

H« concludiflg him urifit Ibr the xonWSs Offer 
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^o. Dcm^tritis, beihg tdfaen prfifowir, '^tote 
-he^' by a 'friend, "a fetter tohh fdn, the pitrp'^rt 
irf which was thus; ** Pay noregariJ,^my ton, to 
'■^ atiy tonc<fffions which I miay enjdin thee to 
<•' tomply with, ^nd which may haveiicen ex- 
** torted from me, by'Seleucus, fortrfy i^hfom. 
*«— Yield up none of thfe dtits to hirti.** — 
immediately, upon receiptof this Ifetter, Antigo- 
BUS wrote toSeleucus with overtures of rcrighing 

the 



heu«rbol,e ^corpmimQt- into his faa n dsj .bcfi dcygof^ 

:on4iuonhe (hQuIif:bprcAeas^ 

Hferc thfi pifty oLdie father ^ies with- that^of^ 
th« fohi th&fathfir,. I without. rq;;!^ to. J)imiUf#> 
iv^. wiUr6g|o.iacjifinp,sill in faYom:x>f lusioiu On* 
the odi^r.handk ,the.fon9..ta:prp€iir^^hisiatbcr't» 
liberty^ WQuld.feUJbothAbimfdf,. and hisJctag* 

9i« BcingppoaihefQinttQengagts^theforceg. 
ofPtolemaeus, the fteerfman told him, that.tbr: 
c^my*9 ^ctXM^ fi^pi^iior bf acQDfiderabU nam- 
b^ offhips(^ ' *^ How many fhips.didiyouMclBoil^ 
^< upqo onr.fidotvfays^Aiitig^iiu^^^^ fortheoddi*- 
** of mypreicQce on board ihcvflobti" 

J i)dg;ff)g«fhe./upeuac -advantage of .410 ^e 
commander no fmsdl odds, to contobitt&towardat 
a vidlory. Ptolenaasus himfclf was not in th^ en- 
gagement. 

92* He faid '-^oncef ;as} he n retreated before 
the enemy^ who followed clofe upon his hedsy 
'' Thal^i)&.iid not* fl]^-,M waa^apMifuit^f 
^* fomCr^tadrantagq^iis ; prpfpfjl ^behind., him/l. 

Meaqipg.|^ Ajn^treatis no^ way^l h a m efay if « 
it is thought more exjpoidicnttaJSy fhaxiface- tho> 
enemjt*/ Tho-bey y j^>£ this apop^hegofi/coofits 
in xbifi^,tha)t«tas flyijpg.aad,pucd4ingjf^e twoppqf^. 
fi^.terW9.bis.fligty( waa^interpr^ted'aa an>.adMiv*r- 
^^g^i^!^ ^^ in.pMc(uitx)4r^T^it^.£e<Hjdtf ^ |br. 
wcupitffue^an^ enemy t< ♦anAfputftip^pyjthinftyc^* 
are earneftiy in quclt of. "^ 

9^. Xherawas^ afypMUg^maain bis^aimy^ wbot 
tholiic wa$ jQO«emineat fo^dkcJiimfeli^wa^'ithO'^^ 
foil4>f^a ver]^ illuiluous.icaptaiik <- T bT s.' ^ omip* 
officer petition'd thejking(^tfaathe-m]gl)(be.ad-*» 
vaoccd to bis father's pay. Antigonus told him^ 
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** Young mail) I never reward any in confide- 
^ ration of their paternal virtues : but my maxim 
** iS) to let every man feel the influence of my li- 
*• befality, in proportion as he difcovers any of 
*• his own proper virtues ; fo that if you would 
*^ incline to enjoy your father's allowances, en- 
•* deavour to emulate your father's virtues." 
' Theeleganceof this faying in the Greefk^ on 
account of the affinity in found between the 
words, civifaya^iai, frarpydtSiftf^is inimitable in any 
Other language. 

94« He would often cry out, upon the death 
of Zeno, whom of all the philofophers he moft 
admired, ^' That the theatre of his adiona was 
" now fnatdi'd off." 

He always aded conformable to the advice of 
this great man. 

ANT I P A TER. 

95* Antipater, hearing that Alexander hadf 
made away with Parmenioy (aid, '* IfParmehio 
*^ plotted againft Alexander, wfa#mcan we trull ? 
'* tf not, what can we do ?** 

' In military matters, Parmenio was the fame as 
Alexander. If, then, fuch a Iriend deceived us, 
whom may we confide in ? If Alexander put fuch 
a friend to death, without any fuch convidion, 
'twere better to be altogether a ftranger to the 
afiairs of kings« 

96. Antipater would fay of Demades, the era* 
tor, being turned very old, ^ That be was like a 
^ facrifice, for that nodung was left of him but 
^ the tongue and the paunch.^* 

The 
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The bowels of facrifices are thrown away, and 
e tongue is given to the crier. Talkativenefii 
obferved to increafe along with oM age. *Tis 
ported, that Demades would eat hard, and was 
luch given to luxury ; whence it happened} that 
t reproved Pbocion for his fh^tty. 

LYSIMACHUS. 

97* After Lyfimadius was taken prifohcr in 
["hrace, by Dromachetas, having, through an im- 
atient thirft, furrendei 'd himfelf, and his whole 
rmy, he faid, when he had drank fo much as to 
'uench his drought, ^^ O heavens, how (hort the 
^ pleafure, for which I have, from a king, re« 
« duc'dmyfelftoaflave." 

98. Beingofiended at the liberty of Theodorus, 
le told him, ^^ Twas on account of thefe 
' manners thy country mifcarried of thee.'' 

True,' replies the other, • fo it was> for the 

like reafon Semele mifcarried of Bacchus, be* 
* caufe it could not bear me/ 

Theodorus intimated^ that he bimfelf was a ' 

better man than was compatible in a bad country^ 

by which he was bani(h*d, not fo much from any 

fault in him, as from the bad inclinations of 

wicked men to thofe of a contrary habit of life. 

Semele dDncefved Bacchus by thundering Jove, ' 

and not betng able to bear the engender'd fiery ' 

foetus, it was cutout, and fow'd up in the Ifaign 

of Jupiter. 

99. Lyiimachus, happening once ataletfure 

hour, to be relating to the ambafladors fent him 

by Demetrius, the manner in which he was com* ' 

pell'd by Alexander to grapple with a moft fierce 

lion. 
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aimfr'Cttii legSi' oceafien^ by th^. paWs of ithai 
fawige beaft» (he ambaOadors toM- himi << ^VcD, 
^^ a9<koiir kifi|;i)eaHrthe'tr8fcert>f Laaik^ thai 
^< Wildbaafi^ uponhMttackZ- 
Animadvertiiil^^rAipbii :thd vdligil ^of loven 
kiiles, and alluding9 at the fame time, to the mon 
iter Lamia: 
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100. Ahtnochos the 'Third, wrote' toal] the 
gpvernors of the feveralprovinceSx ** That 
*< ever they (hould receive any letters bearing 
** orders^'that were notj in every iefpieft, confii- 
^' tutional, and conformable to their law$i to 
*< rejeft them, as having been difpacchM without 
*^ his kiiowledg^^r coofideratton^' 

'Tis obfervabieythatas long as princes are tiaio' 
rous of ofFending a few. particcdar perfons, they 
are often^broagl^ to figp.deeds^ and extcutioiis, 
that they Ibould choofe never to have beeifexe- 
cuted* Whatever orders are repugnant 'to lat^, 
ought to be look'd upon as atteii^pcs to which the 
prince is not conficious, he being* t h y d h t iiftiftatof 
of the law. 

loi. He fail'd from Epbefus immediately up-* 
on feeing a prlefte(s of ^iana^^ that was an in- 
comjparaftle beauty, fearing (ticb sin elegant allifr- 
in| form might tempt hoa to tre^pais agaifi{bthe 
piety due to her order. 

How agreeable to the fandity of this heathen 
prinqe, aee the practice and^4>ehavtofiir ofcbriftian ' 
warriors, who mak#- no confcknoei bUl,- tnftaad 

of 
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of that> make their boaft and game of violating 
the cbaftity of avowed virgins, 

A N T I O CH US the Fourth- 

102. Antiochus, firnam'd (Accipiter) the 
hawk, making war on his eldeft brother, Se* 
leucus, for part of the kingdom of Macedonia, 
teftify'd that his ambition had not wholly ex- 
tingui(hM his fraternal affedion ; for Seleucus, 
having loft the battle, was himfelf reported to 
have been among the number of the fiain. An* 
tiochus put on mourning, fhut himfelf up in 
his palace, and bewail'd. his fuppos'd death with 
an unfeigned grief. But hearing, fome time af- 
ter, that he was alive, and coming towards him» 
with a great army, he order'd public thankf- 
giving to the gods, and all other tokens of the 
mdft perfe£l rejoicings. 

The feuds of brethren generally are the moft 
implacable; arid the defire of government is 
fuch, as not to hedtate upon the moft impious 
and notorious adion to compafs itsainu 

E U M E N E S. 

103. When the current report thatEumencs 
was cut oflF by Perfeus had reached Pergamus^ 
Attalus, the brother of Eumencs, gave imme- 
diate orders to have himfelf crowned j and, tak- 
ing his brother's . wife in marriage, aiTum'd the 
government. But hearing afterwards, that his 
brother w^s flill alive, he went forth as ufual, 
along with the guards to meet him, carrying 

Vol. II. D a 
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a fpear in his hand. Eumenes, having, embrac'd 
him with great afFedtion, rounded him in the 
ear thus ; ** Brother, never be in fuch hafte 
** to marry my wife, till OQ€e thoit haft fcen 
** me dead." 

He never afterwards^, either in fpeech, or be- 
haviour, gave the leaft fymptomof being offended 
at the conduft of his brother, upon this occafion : 
but, by his will* left him his wife, and king- 
dom, after his death. Attalus was fo fenfibly 
grateful to his memory, that, notwlthftanding 
he had feveral children of his own,, he even 
in his life time refign'd the government,, in 
favour of Eumenes his ha^ as foon as he be- 
cam^ of age, 

104, King Eumenes, being at war with An- 
tigonus, found, one day, feveral billen fcatter'd 
about in the camp, promifiiig vaft rewards to 
any who would bring his head to Antigoaus. 
Thje diflimulatioa he pradis'd on this (core, 
was of great advantage to him ; he immediate- 
ly had his foldiers drawn out, and going into 
the midft of themy gave them thanks for their 
integrity and loyalty to him, flicw'd them the 
billets he had found, and told them, that they 
were written by himfelf, to make tryal of their 
fidelity : *' for," faid he, *' Antigonus is a great 
*' king, and has too much policy to encourage an 
** attempt of this kind, whicb might, hereafter^ 
** have proved fatal to hirofelf." 

By this means he deterred any who might have 
entertain'd a bad defign,. from putting it in exe- 
cution, 

P Y R R H tl S. 
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105. Pyrrbus, king of Epirc» when his friends 
congratulated him on bis vidory over the Ro- 
mans) which wa» attended with ^reat flaughter 
on his fide, faid, *• Weil, but if we have fuch an- 
'* other viSory, we arc undone." 

106. Pyrrbus was wont to fay, ^ That Cine- 
*' as had taken more towns by his eloquence, 
*' than he had done by his arms." 

This Cineas was a native of Sicily, a man of 
great fenfe and learning > who, being a difciple of 
I>emofthenes the orator, ftudied niuch to emulate 
him by an exad imitation of his a£lion and ad- 
dref$^ erpreffing more efpeciaJly his great force 
and vigour of elocution, and confirming that of 
£ifri|>fdes. 



'0 texi (Ti^lJ^^ VoT^SfA.luV ^fCtTmV U9» 



That force of weighty words. 



Can out-do all that's done by conquering fwords. 

107. As Pyrrhus, having returned home with 
great glory and fuccefs, entcrtain'^d himfelf with 
the fenfe of his honour and greatnefs of mind, 
the Epirotae gave him the appellation of Eagle. 

How (hould I be otherwife," faid Pyrrhus, 

when I am born up by your arms^ as ort 
" wings." 

This was a very ingenious, as well as a mo* 
deft infinuation : for. by transferring the honour 
of this firname'upon his army, he efcap'd the cn- 

D 2 • vy 



4C 



52 The Apophthegms Book V. 

vy which would othcrwife accompany that ele- 
gant and diftingui{hingchara£beriftic. 

io8. Being come to Athens, he went to the 
temple of Pallas, and, having ofFer'd facrifice to 
the goddefs, he told the Athenians, as he was 
fteppingdown from the temple, ** That he was 
" highly fatisfy'd with the confidence they put in 
** him : but advifed them never to open their 
*** city-gates to any king for the future." 

Meaning that kings had a natural prejudice a- 
.gainft a free people. 

109. When Pyrrhus was preparing to make 
war againft the Romans, Cineas, difcerning the 
king's endlefs ambition, took the freedom, when 
he was at leifure, to reafon the matter with him 
upon that occafion. The Romans^ fir, faid he, 
are reported to be a very warlike people : but, 
put the care,that you beat them now, what would 
you do then? ** Why, then,'* fays Pyrrhus, 
*' we fliould be mafters of all Italy." Right, 
added Gineas, and where will you be next ? 
«« Why ? for that," replied Pyrrhus, «' we*U 
** have a blow at Sicily, that lies hard by there, 
** you know." Well, fays Cineas again, and 
when you have got Sicily, there's an end of the 
war, I fuppofe. ** Nay, foft for that," replied 
Pyrrhus, " for this is only to open a way for 
*' more glorious adventures, and but a prelude to 
•' the war, for there dill remains Lybia and Car- 
•' thage." Like enough, fays Cineas, and after 
we have done with them, we may eafily take in 
Macedonia, and all the reft of Greece : but, af- 
ter we have deftroy'd all thefe, what are we to do 
at laft ? Pyrrhus, fmiling at this, made anfwer, 
*' We (hall then enjoy perpetual peace, that 
•** harbour of pleafure and felicity, and divert one 
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^^ another by a mutual converfation^ feafting, 
*^ and merriment.'^ Alas, Sir, faid-Cioeas, may 
we not do fo now, without all this ado ? for this 
muft be attended with the lofs of much blood : 
thefe acquiHtions are made with infinite troubles, 
dangers, and calamities^ as well on our part, as 
on that of others, and the event fiill uncertain^ 

The an^itious man does not know what he 

would be at : but prefles forward at a venture, 

from one thing to another, without any fort of 

regard, either to juftice, honour, or confcience, 

t'rli he finds himfelf more to feek at laft, than he 

ivas when he begah. Now this is only for want 

of making a true judgment of things, upon a right 

eftimate of the proportion betwixt the means, and 

the end. When I have gained this, or that 

point, where ihall I be next f and when I have 

compa/Ied twenty and twenty points more, it will 

be but the faiiie queftion, tn infinitum^ over and 

pver again, and ftill the further I go, the more I 

am to feek. 

no. Admiring the condud and bravery of 
the Romans, at the battle of Tarentum, he cried- 
out, ** O what an eafy matter were it for me, 
*• with a Roman army, to make myfelf lord of 
** theuniverfe; or for the Romans, with me as 
•« their king!" 

1 1 r. It is reported that he told an oJEcer> 
whom he fent out upon a recruiting commifiion, 
" Pick you upfturdy men, and I ihall take care 
" to make them brave men." 

Signifying, that a good foldierwas renderMone 
by exercife and right difcipline. Pyrrhus is iaid 
to be the greateft mailer among the ancients, in 
training up military men. 

II 2«TheTarentine8, were going to makePyr- 
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rhus their general, as being, of all the neighbour- 
ing princes, the moft at kifure, and the greateft 
fokiier: the grave citizeo&».whocppoied thefe pro- 
ceedings, were run down by the noife and vio- 
lence of ihe multitude, when they obferved one 
Meton, a very fuber man, juft as the public de- 
cree was to be ratified come dancing into the af- 
fembiy, like one i]uite intoxicated with liquor, 
having a wither'd garland on his head, and a torch 
in his hand, with a woman going before him, 
playing upon a flagellet ; and as, among great 
multitudes, met at fuch popular aflemblies, no 
decorum can be well obferved, fome -clapped, 
while others htfled him. At length they, defir'd 
the woman to play, and bad him advance, and 
fmg to the company. While tbeaflembly thought 
that he was going about it,they remained all filent, 
to wait the entertainment, when Meton addrefied 
them thuj. ** Tarcntines," fays he, *• you do 
^*' well to make yourielves merry, while it 16 in 
*^ your power, and, if you arc wife you (hall 
" fiiU keep, and enjoy, this freedom, for you 
** muftchangc your courfc of life, whenPyrri\us 
** comes to town, and, inftead of living as 
'^ you think proper, why, you muft fare as he 
** would have you.** * 

J 13. One of Pyrrhus'sfons, while they were 
yet children, having a(k'd him, to whom he 
would leave the kingdom ? he replied, **' 7^d 
^< him that has the Aiarpeft fword/' 

Meaning that he would jiot difpofe of the 
fucceifion to the crown in favour of the eldeft, 
barely on account of his being tOy but would 
determine it by their valour, 

A NTOCH US. 



BookV. ofANTIOCHUS. ss 



ANTIOCHUS. 

ri4. As thax Ainiocfaus. who marched twice 

with an army againft the PeriknS| was a-hunt- 

in^9 he A> ftray'd from his guards, and friends,, 

in pHirfuit of a wild heaft, that he was under 

a necefiity to take up his habitation in a 

poor cottage, where he remained incog, 

during that night. Some mention being made, 

at fupper of the king, he heard bir own 

chara£^er fet in a juft and fair light. It was 

agreed upon, though, in other refpe£ls, he 

v/as a juft and equitable prince, that he ad- 

dided himfelf too much to hunting, even to 

the negledi of the moft ferious and neceiTary 

buHnefs of the ftate, which he committed in 

truft, to fuch as made no confcience of dif* 

charging it. The king, for this time, left he 

might be difcover'd, remain'd filent : however, 

the next morning, when his guards came to 

the cottage, bringing the crown^ and purple 

robe, he faith, ** Come, array hinv with thefe 

** ornaments, from whom I have, the firft time 

'^ in my life, heard the truth in rela|ion to 

«' myfelf." 

Stfch as live at the courts of princes, take fpe- 
cial care that their mafters ftiall hear nothing 
but what pafles to them through th6 falfe me- 
diums of flattery and impofition. 

115. L. Scipio, having extended the bounds 
of the Roman empire beyond mount Taurus, 
feized, among the reft, upon that part of Afia 
under the government of Antiochus, who, up- 
on intelligence of the matter, faid, with great 
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coolnefs and unconcern, ** That he thought 
*' himfelf due the Romans a great return of 
*^ thanks, for eafing him of fuch a confiderabk 
** part of his burden/* 

This wife prince knew from experience, that 
the vigilance of one man, if never fo well cxcr- 
cis'd, was incapable of tranfa£ting the whole ex- 
tent of fucb a vaft feries of bufineu. 
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T' 



ne.rir^HEMISTOCLES, when a young 

man, was much addtded to all 
manner of lewdnefs and debauch* 
ery^ till after Mikiades was made captatn^general,^ 
and the fiarbariansxlefeated at Marathon. From 
that time he was never fo much as once taken 
nodce of, to tranigrefs the rules of modefty, 
or decorum ; nay, on the contrary, it was ob* 
fervable, that he was turned very thoughtful, was ^ 
wont to go about meditating by htmfelf^ and 
to refufe his accuftomed meetings and recreati- 
ons ; infomuch, that being asked, why he was - 
fo changed all of a fudden ? He made anfwer, 
** The trophies of Miltiades dont permit me to ' 
•* fleepj or be at eafe." 

His thirft after glory expelled his love of pWa- 
fures ; juft as they fay, one nail drives out ano^ 
thcrr 
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117. Being asked which of the two Homer or 
Achilles he would (boner chufe to be ? He replied, 
*' You firft tell me, whetheryou flioulJ notchufe 
** to be the viftor at the Olympic games, rather 
•* thati the crier that proclaims the viftory ?" 

Thinking it a greater excellency to perform 
than celebrate illuftrious a£lions. 

1 18. Afiimantus, dreading the confequences of 
a naval engagement, propofed to weigh anchor, 
and fet fail to the gulph of Corinth, near which 
the land-army lay encamped. This Thcmifto- 
cles violently oppofed, and exhorted the Greeks, 
with great vehemence, to try their fortune at 
fea. Adimantus, to expofe his impatience, faid, 
Themiftocles, don't you know thait, at the 
Olympics, ihofe who ftart up before the reft 
are laihed f ^^ 1 gr^nC i|t," replied the other, 
'* y^t ftill, they never crown them who decline 
«*^he battle." 

Adimantus fovnd fault with the undigeSed and 
precipitate deAgns of Themiftocles ; while, he in 
bis turn, reparteed home, with an infinuation of 
tlje other's timidity ; who, when an opportunity 
offered, would fain avoid the hazard of an en- 
gagement. 

1 19. A Serlpfaian told Tbeoaiftocles^ that it 
was not by virtue of any proper excelJency of 
his own, but by reafbn of the fame and fpkn- 
dor of his country, that he became fo renown- 
ed. " It is very true," %s Themiftocles, 
" for I never would have been fo renowned were 
*< lof Seriphus, nor would you have come to 
•* any thing were you of Athens." 

120. Themiftocles, in his lower fortune^ was 
in love with one Antiphates, a young nobleman, 
vrhp itfp'ikd him > but feeing him foon after be- 
come 
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come fo famous and powerful, he obfequioudy 
waited of him I erdeavouriiig bv thefe means %o 
reclaim his former aflVdion ; whichThemifloclei, 
obferving, faid, ^^ Young man, we are both 
grown wife, but too late. 

Intimating, as t^e youth had not embraced hjs 
love, when proffered him, that he now, on ao^ 
count of his multiplicity of bufmefs, was not aC 
leifure to indulge fuch afFedlions. 

X2i. He faid to Simonides, a poet of Chiosy 
who, having a caufe tried before him, begged 
that he (hould ftretch a point to determine in hip 
favour : ** As you would not be a good poet, if 
*^ your lines ran contrary to the juft meafures and 
*" rules of muftc, no more (hould I be a good 
'^ judge, if I decided ought in oppofuion to Uw." 

122. As two men applied to Themiftocles for 
his daughter, one of whom was a coxcomb, but 
immenfely rich, the other, though in mean cir-» 
cumftances, a man of hone%, valour and good 
fenfe ( he accordingly made choice of the letter 
fur his fon in law, and faid to thofe who feem'4 
furprized at his condud, ^^ I value a man with- 
*' out riches, more than I do riches without a man." 

123. As the Athenians once, in a great uproar, 
ftormed ag^inft him* and ufed him with much 
contumely and difrefpcA i he cried out, " Ye 
** men of Athens, why do you rife in this 
^* tumultuo<ji manner againft fuch as frequently 
** have been of the utmofl fervicc to you f *' 

He would fay, upon fuch occaCons, ^* That 
** he was like a plane-tree, under whofe (hade, 
*' in time of ftorm, the people run for (heller :. 
'• but that no fooner the tempeft was over, than 
^^ they pulled off its fruit and leaves, and cut 
" down its faireft branches." 
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Signifying this to be the manner of the mull 
Cude, who, in time of war, implore the 2& 
tance and prote£lion of brave men whom, wbe 
the danger is paft, they vilify and ufe ill. 

124. He ufed to 4y, in reproach^ of tii 
Eretrians, ** that they were like the fword 
'' fifl), becaufe they had weapons, but no cou 
*« rage/' 

125. Themiftocles, being firft banided Athens, 
was foon after forbid any part of Greece, where- 
upon he fled to the Perfian king , when he had 
leave of audience given hini, and was defired bj 
the king to fpeak freely, and without any re- 
ferve, he made anfwer, ^* That a difcourfe v/ii 
•* like a rich Perfian carpet, varioufly wrought 
'^ and figured, the beautiful images and proper 
•• ornaments of which are heft reprefented, 
•• when they are clearly and fairly opened to 
'* view ; but when they are con traded and fold* 
•* ed up, they are then obfcured and loft." He 
therefore defired a year's time, in order to learn 
the Perfian language perfectly, in which he 
might exprefs his mind and unfold his fecret fer- 
vtces to the king, without the aflifiance of an 
interpreter. When afterwards he wrought him- 
felf into favour, being much careflied by the 
king, he was foon enriched by prefents, and 
dignified by honours, fo that feeing himfelf fplen- 
didiy ferved at his tabic, he turned to his chil- 
dren, facing, " Boys, had we not been undone, 
** we had been undone;" 

They fecm to be undone who are banifiied, 
but his banifliment proved his profperity, 

126. When he was a boy, he would be al- 
ways inventing, or putting in order feme oration 
or declamation, the fubjcS of which was, ge- 
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nerally the excufing or accufing his compani- 
ons ; fo that his mafter would ofteafay to him, 
«< Boy, thou canft never be any thing mean, or 
*^ indifferent ; hut thou muft, at fome time or 
*^ otbert prove a mod glorious bkffing, or a 
*^ moft deftru£kive plague and curfe to thy 
** country." 

An extraordinary genius, if well cultivated, 
may be of the greateft ufe to it's country : but if 
the fame genius degenerates to a vicious habit, 
as it knows no medium, and muft go to ex- 
tremes, it may be productive of the greateft ca- 
lamity to it's country. 

127. Becaufe, in the Hrft motions of his youth, 
he was not regular, nor well poifed, drawing 
the lines of his a£tions according to his own 
natural fancy, without either reafon or inftruc*- 
tion to dire<^ him ; he told his friends, wonder- 
ing at the fudden alteration in his manners, 
^* That the moft fierce, ungovernable, and 
** ragged colts made the beft horfes, provided 
** they were well trained and managed." 

128. When, at the Olympian games, The- 
miftocles entered the place where thofe exercifes 
were performed ; moft of the fpc^Ators, without 
regarding the difputes, fpept the whole day in 
gazing on him, and (hewing hinx to ftrangers, 
admiring and applauding him, by clapping their 
bands, and all other expreffions of joy, which 
fo delighted this hero, ambitioufly fond of glory, 
that he confefled to -his friends, ** I have this 
** day reap'd the fruit of all my labou«s in the 
** caufe of Greece." 

129. Happening to pafs by a fchool, he en- 
quired, what fcience they made profeffion of; 

Md 
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and being told that they proftfied to (each the art 
of recollection, he feemed to make Hghc of it, 
«' fayingt ** I ihould rather prefer to Jearn the 
" art ot forgetfulnefs." 

This wa» a faying fuitable enough to a man that 
could leain the Periian language in the fpace of 
one year. There are feme things that we ihould 
like better to forget than remember : we may 
eafily remember thofe things we have a mind tc, 
but can't fo readily forget thjsm. 

130. When Themiftoclcs, viewing the dead 
bodies cad up by the fea, perceived feveral col- 
lars and chains of gold about them, beiides.a 
great variety of other precious thing, toft about 
the feafide; he pafied on, without taking 
any farther notice, than faying to his friend who 
followed him, *^ Take you up thefe things to 
•* yourfelf 5 for you are not Themiftocles/* 

Such a valuable booty as this, caft about upon 
the common (hore, cculd not tempt this , great 
man'to do ought inconfident with the charadler 
of an illuftriou^ captoin, who always eft^ems 
glory as a fufBcient reward of his virtue. 

131. Having demanded a coofiderable fum of 
money from the inhabitants of Andros, he toid 
them, *' I bring you two god«. Violence and 
*« Ferfuafibn/' 

Meaning, that if they did not comply with his 
demand, he (hould force them to it. But they 
returned anfwer, that they alfo had among them 
two mighty goddefies. Poverty and ImpoHibility ; 
ivhich prohibited them from fatisfying his re- 
queft. 

132. Laughing at his own fon, who was fome- 
what teo forward, through the indulgence and 
fondnefs of his mother^ he concluded him, in 

this 



BookV. of the Grecian Generals. 63 

his manner, the moft powerful pcrfon in all 
^ Greece 5 ** The Athenians/' faith he, ** coin- 
'* mand the reft of Greece, I cDtnmand the 
'^ Athenians, your mother commands me, and 
'* you command your mother." 

133. Themiftocles made diilimulation a vir- 
tue in his behaviour to the Laceden^onians, who 
fending ambaflTadors to Athens, in order to flop 
the rebuilding the walls round the city, this great 
captain knew very well that this objeftion was 
jufliy grounded, and therefore gave no other an- 
fwer^ than that he would fend ambafTadors to 
Sparta, who Ibould treat with' theni on the af- 
fair. He caufed the work to go on, in the mean 
time, wicli all poflible fpeed, and took upon 
himfel/ tlie commiffion of going to Lacedemo- 
nia J but ftill found fome pretence or other to 
delay h'S journey, till he kne\v the walls were 
almoft finiflied, and then went to Lacedemon, 
But that people, having been told how fail the 
building went on, fent other ambafTadors tp 
Athens, whom Themiftocles privately ordered 
to be made prifoners. When the Lace- 
demonians knew the truth of the ftory, with- 
out offering him any harm, they fent him 
away. 

134. When Themiftocles levied an army at 
Athens, to march aga»nft the Barbarians, there 
was, according to cuftom, a couple of cocks 
produced in the theatre, which fought together 
with fuch admirable obftinacy, that they both 
died upon the fpot. Themiftocles, from this 
piece of fi'ly entertainment, gave the following 
fcrious exhortation. *' Thefe, my countrymen,'* 
faid he, *• contend for ^neither liberty, religion, 
children or country, but only for the turpi- 

z tude 
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*^ tude of being vanquifhed ; with wha 
*• fpirit sfnd refoiution ought you therefore Q 
*^ contend, when no lefs than the fafety an( 
•* prefervation of your country, laws, liberties, 
*' and every thing that is moft dear to you, is al 
•^ ftake?'* 

A R I S T I D E S. 

1 35. Ariftides furnam'd the juft, being declar'd 
colleague to ThemiRocles, in the commiilion of 
an embafTy, at a time when they were at great 
variance one with another, faid, ** Now, The- 
*^ miftocles, let us depofit our diffcrences-in tbefe 
'^ mountains, and, if we think proper, at our 
•* return, let us refume them." 

He defir'd that private paflions (hould give 
place to public utility. It is from difcords of 
this nature, that the ruin of human focieties ge- 
nerally arifesv 

' 136. At the recital of thefc verfes of -Sfchy- 
lus, relating to Amphiaraus, in the theatre -, 

He aims at being juft, not feeming fo; 
Profound of mind, the frui'.s thereof to (how; 
Where fage advice, and prudent counfeb 
grow. 

the eyes of all the rpe£tators were converted on 
Ariftides, as if this virtue did, in a moilefpeciai 
n:anner, ap pertain to him. 

137. Aiiftides, at an aifembly of' the people, 

vio- 
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r jolendjr oppofing ThemiftodeS) all to no pur- 
»o(e, could not refrain, as he left the place, lo 
:ry aloud, *^ That there was no fafety for the A- 
^ thenian ftate, unlefs both Tbemiftocles and 
^^ himfelf were call into the Barathrum." 

The Barathrum was a deep dungeon at Athens^ 
nto which malefadors were thrown headlong. 
Ff e chofe to be toil there, rather than the public 
Bvelfare fliould fuffer by the difcords of two mea 
only. 

138. As the Athenians were /o fet againft 
Ariftides, that they came together, frpm all part» 
into the city, to banifh him by the oftracifm^ an 
iUiterata clown, taking him for one of the mob, 
gave him his fhdU entreating him to write Arif- 
tides upon it. Wherepon, he aflcM the clown, 
" if he knew Ariftides ?*' Not I, replies the 
other^ but it vexes me to hear him fpoken of 
every where by the appellation of the Juft. Arifw 
tides, hearing this, made no reply, but returned 
the (bell, after having infcrib'd his own name 
upon iu 

139. Ariftides being judge between two pri- 
vate perfons, one pf . them declared, that his ad>» 
verfary had much injur'd Ariftides ; *^ Relate ra* 
*' ther, good friend,*' faid he, interrupting him, 
** what wrong he hath done thee, tor it is thy 
*^ caufe,. not my own, that I now fit judge 
*« of." 

140. Being order'd into banifhment, he lifted 
up his hands towards heaven, praying, *^ That 
** the Athenian intereft might profper, and that 
** they might never have any occafion which 
*^ (hould conftrain them fo remember Arifti- 

Never- 
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Nevertbelefs, three jean after, .when JLtrxi 
maich'd into the country of Attica> thejrrecadl'^ 
Arifiides home from ham&fBem. 

141. Bciiig or^crM cresfiifer, whidi ofieeni 
withftandtng he dilcharg'd with the greafieft h( 
nour and fandity, yet ThemiAocks found mead 
Co imfieach him, and had him cotxicnin'd of robi 
hiog the piibiic. Bat» fay the fevour of the no 
hility, he was not only exemfXed firam the fiiN 
impos'd on him, but was reftor'd again to hi 
former employment^ which he afterwards adm!' 
nificr'd with fuch art, that, omittmg his fermei 
feverity, by not detef^ing, or calling to an exaa 
account fuch as piUag'd the treafury, he, by car^ 
rying himfelf with this remifnefs, became quiti 
Acceptable to thofewho had their fill of the pub^ 
lie cafh : infomuch that they made it their bufi- 
nefs to have him once more choien treafurer. But 
being upon the point of eledion, he thos r^ 
f>rov'd the Athenians. *^ When I difchaa^'d mf 
^ office with 6ri6tne& and firobicy yon 'dK>ught 
^' fit to condemn me : but now, as I have mmkr 
** ed at the unjuft advantages taken by fudi asl 
*^ have pilfered the treafuxy, I feem an adsoriraUe 
'^ patriot. I am therefore more afliam'd of this 
** prefent honour than of thefonncr fientence." 

Here he* points out the means by which a maiif 
in fuch a public cafncity, may ingratiate htmfelf 
to the peopie : unlefs he prefers being efteem'd 
more juft than piaufible. 

142. Themiftodes told the people at an aflem- 
bly, that he had devifed a fcheme, which, if exe- 
cutsod, would contribute very much to the intereft 
and dignity of the fllite, but that it was of fuch a 
nature, as was not expedient to be communicated 
in public. The people delegated Ariiiides alone 

to 
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confer with him upon the matter, and voted, 
bat it (hould be put in execution, in cafe he 
•jdgM proper. Themiftocles told him, that his 
mention was, to fet fire to the Grecian fleet, by 
aieans of wMch the Athenians might edily 
inake themfelvjvs mailers of all Greece. Artf^ 
tiiies, reluming , to the aflemUy, told theiSf 
^^ That nodring could be more adranCAgeous 
^' than what Theibiflocks defign'd : but, at 
^* the fame time, nodifsg was more unjuft 
'^ and diftionouraUe." The people, faearttig this, 
order'd Thetniflocies to defift, aind oerer to pnn 
pofe his fcheme any more« 

The Athenians, in reje£Ung an advantageous 
ftratagem, on account of its being inconftikat 
vridi their honour, behav'd ibmewhat philofo- 
phically, and declared of what authority virtue 
^^ among them, and what credit and confi* 
dence liiey repefed in this moO) to wfaofe &!• 

1^ judgment they committed the public fot^ 

tune. 

HS- Arifiides having acquired great nepntytion 
in his concern for the fccurity of the tdbute^ 
Themtflocles derided Wtn, faying, that it was 
^ot fo much a property to recommend a general, as 
fo enhance the valueof a moneybag ; but tiiat he 
jitdg'd the chief virtue of a commander to con« 
"ft in perceiving, and gueAing the mea&ires af 
the enemy ; to which Ariftidee replied, ** This, 
* indeed, Themiftocles, is nect-flary : but an 

^bftinence from bribery and corruption is an 
^ excellent thing, and t€ the virtue moft wor- 
** <by an jlluArious general." 

|n this fpeech he tax'd Themiftoclcs of pit 
"giflg and extortion. 

PERICLES. 
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PERICLES. 

» 

144. Periclesy as often as he was appointed 
-captain-general of the army, was wont, put- 
ting on his cloak, to addrefs hlinfelf thus ; 
^' Now. Pericles, take heed to yourfelf, being 
'* to command a free people, and to bear rule 
•* over Greeks and Athenians.** 

A great genias is requifite to a prince who go- 
verns a free nation. The Greeks were then 
more than what we call a free people, and the 
Athenians wece the people of moil freedom in 
Greece. 

145. On a time, Sophocles, who was his fel« 
low commiffioner in the generalfl^ip> was going 
on board with liim, and prais'd the beauty of a 
boy they met with in their way to the fhipj 
<^ Sophocles," faith he, <^ a general (hould not 
^* only have pure hands^ but pure eyes alfo.*^ 

146. Being at the point of death, he congra- 
tulated himfelf, *' That there was none ot his 
^ fellow citizens that ever wore blacky or went 
^^ in mourning, on his account.'^ 

Meaning that, during the whole eourfe of hisj 
government, he had not been the caufeofanf 
one's death, either by ordering, or procuring it. 
His friends accompanied in mourning, a mafl 
convi£led of a capital offence. j 

147. Pericles, upon an unexpected eclipfe 0^ 
the fun, obferving the aftonilhment his fleet werej 
in, looking upon it as a difmal and ill-boding.| 
omen, went up to the pilot of his galley, who 
was feiz*d with fuch horror, that he was at a 
ftahd what to do, and, taking hold of his cloak, 

pu« 



ioak V, of the GRECf am Generals. 69 

•ut it upon the man's face, and» muffling him up 
ci \ty afk'd hin^, *' Whether he imagin'd any 
^ thing dreadfuj, or prodigy-like, in that ?'' He 
itifmrering no, " No ?"continu'd Pericles, ** and 
^ ivhereio does that darknefs differ from this^ 
^ only that the darknefs there is occafion'd by 
' ^ fomething greater than a cloak ?" 

nrhis intelligent man percetv'd that the inter- 
i^ention of the moon obftruded the fun's rays, no 
Dtherwife than a mantle, or cloak, before our 
eyes, obftruds the light. There b nothing a 
prodigy that is natural. 

f 48. AlcibiadeSv when a young man, abfcond- 
ed from home for fome time, betaking himfelf to 
his friend Democrates. Ariphron propos'd to 
^jmake fearch for him by proclamation, but Peri* 
cles oppos'd itjf faying, ^^ If he perifh'd without 
i^^ our knowledge, the proclamation will only 
^^ manifefl that he is loft, one day fooner than 
^ ^ we would other wife have known ; if he is 
^^ not perifh'd, it will only intimate, that he 
*' could not be fafe all his life-dme." 

Pericles, in a very civil manner, excufed the 
youth's infamy, which he would never be able to 
wipe ofF. 

149. As the <3rators who iided with Thucydi- 
des, were, at one time, bawling, as their cuftom 
was, again/!: Pericleis, as one who fquander'd a- 
way the public ftock in idle expences, and made 
bavock of the ftate revenues, he, ftarting up in the 
open affembly, put the queftion to the people. 
Whether they thought that what he had laid out 
was too much ? and they faying, too much of all 
confcience ; ** Well, then," faid he, *' fince 'tis 
^' fo, let not the coft and charge go upon your 

ac- 
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** cotmt, bat upon mine, and accordingly, 1 wilt 
** make the infcripfron upon the temples, and 
•• other public buildings, iit mine ov^n nanae.' 
When they heard thi^, whether it was from a fur- 
prize tor meet withfoch greattiefsr of fpirit, or out 
of emulation, that they enticd him the glory of 
the works, and refolv'd to go ffaares with him, 
they cried aloud, bidding him to ^nd on, and 
lay out, o'god's name, what he thought fit, at the 
publfc expence, and to fpare no coft, till all was 
fintih'd. 

150. Pericles, after the overthrow of Sanrros, 
as foon as be returned back to Athens, took care 
that thofc who died in the war, fbould be ho- 
nourably buried ; and made, as the cuftom is, a 
faneral harangue, in commendation of them, at 
their gr^cs, and monuments. As fodn a^ he 
came down from the pulpit, the ladies came 
and complimented him, crowning him with gar- 
lands, and rubans, only Elptnfcc, the fifter of Ci- 
mon, conjfng near hrm, faid, Thefe are brave 
things, Pertdes, that yotr have done, and fuch as 
deferve our chaplets, for thou haft loft us many 
a brave worthy citizen. Pericles was no vray 
mov'd by this farcafm, only fmiling, return'd 
her this verfe of Archilochus ; 

** Old woman, powder not your hair, j 

** Nor, as you walk, perfume the air, i 

** Leave thefe things to the young and fein" 3 

Meaning that it was no part of an cdd woman's 
bufinefs to intermeddle in the public concerns of 
the ftate, and that this was as unfuitable to her 

as 
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the ufe of otntments, or perfumes, wouidf be ; 
perhaps he mrght infwuatej that it was very in- 
:cent in an old woman, as {he was, to be xnf 
ay fdlicitoirs hr haTrng a husrband. 

alcibiades. 

1 5.1. Alcibiades, when a boy, being hard 
efs'd in wreftltng, and fearing to be thrown, 
:>t the hand of the pmrfbn who firove with him 
1 his mouth, and bit it with al) his force. Hn 
Iverfary, lofing hh hoM, mflantly cried out,For 
t^me, Akibiadhcs, thou btteft like a woman; 

* Nay,'' replies he, •« I WteKkealyoti/' 
The fymprom* of \m tnvineible courage ap- 

eared even at this eairly period^ hfe. 

152. Having purchas'd a dog remarkably 
andfdme, for /even thoti&ad dradl^ma*, he cut 
W its rai?, being its prinoipal cwnament, and 
rScr^i it to go about town,after this amputacim* 
is feveral people wonxi^^I, whyhe flioaM vie 
he dog m that nrranner, be told them, ** As 
' long as the Athemarrs entertain thtmfelvcs by 
' talking of me on this account, they are prc- 

* vented from fpeaking fomething worfe of 

* me. 

Ife knew well the genius of the people te be 
uch, as difpofes them Continually to take a It' 
jcrty of fpcdcing in prejvtfice of great men^ and 
ie thought proper to fupf4y that dfftemper wkh 
naterials of lefe moment to feed upon. 

153, Going once, when he was aboy,^ to a 
pammar fchool, he aflt-d the mafler for Homer's 
Uiad ; but he making anfwer, that he had none 
of Homer's works, Alcibiades gave him a hearty 
cufFwith his fift, upon the face, and walk'd ofF. 
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Declaring the impudetKie of a man that w 
fet up to teach literature, without carrj^ixig 
mer in his bofom. 

154. Being once defirous to fpeak with B 
clesy he went to his houfe, and having wa/i 
fome time for admiffion, Pericles when he 
in, civilly excufed it ; faying, I was bufied h 
to give in my accounts to the Athenians. << 
** were better for you,*' replied Alcibiades " 
<< contrive how you might avoid giving the 
^ any account at all." 

155. Being fummoned out of Sicily by ( 
Athenians, to defend himfelf againft a capii 
accufation ; he abfconded, faying, *< That ft 
*^ he mxii be a mad man, who, when indiA 
<^ would try to get clear off, if he did not ma 
** oflF while he bad it in his power."* 

Intimating, that it was a fafer courfe to ka 
clear out of dangers way, than to endeavou 
after he had thrown himfelf in the face 
danger, to get extricated. 

156. Being afked, if he durft not trufl i 
native country : He made anfwer, " Yes, 
*^ dare truft her for all other things ; but w 
*« the matter concerns my life, I will not tn 
*^ my mother ; left (he (bould miftake, and 
^< warily throw in a. black iiiftead of a whil 
« bean/* 

157. When he was told, that the affiembly i 
Athens had pronounced fentence of death again^ 
him, all he faid, was, << FlI make them fen/ii 
*« ble, that I am yet alive.'* Whereupon hi 
went over to the Mu:edemonian$« 



T I M O K 
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T I M O N the Atfaepiaui. 

15 $• Tjmon the Athenian, who was called 
fAta-cufOfonFo^) the Man-hater, from his moft in- 
luman difpodtion to mankind, infomuch, that he- 
;voided the commerce of fociety, loved Alcibi- 
ides alone, whom he was wont, kiffing and 
lugging him, to be immoderately fond of. 
A pemantus wondering at his inclination for AI« 
:i blades, he told him, '^ My reafon is, becaufe 
'^ I forefee, that this youth wilU one day or 
'* other, prove a great calamity to the Athe^ 
" nians." 

159. Apen^antuS) whom he admitted on ac* 
count of their iiipil^rity of manners, being once 
at Arpper with him, fays, This feaft of ours, O 
Ximon, is a mOft comfortoble one, ** Provi4- 
*' ing you wa3 abfent i" replied Timon. 

i6q. Timon being asked the reafon, why he 
bore fuch an univerfal antipathy to mankmd ? 
Made anfwer, ^^ I hate the bad, for their being 
'^ fuch 5 and the reft, for their not hating the 
'^ bad-" 

Meaning, that thofe were not in reality good 
.m^^n, who held not bad men in deteftation. 

161. They afcribe this faying to liim, " That 
^^ avarice and vanity were the principal elements 
" of aU eyU/' 

Vanity takes all indirefl means to lavifli wf^t 
avarice has by the fame means colleded toge^ 
ther. 



Vox.IL E. LAMA- 
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LAMACHUS. 

162. Lamachus. told one of his generals, who, 
being chaftifcd for fome offence or other, faid, 
that he would never be guilty of the like again, 
«* Right, good Sir, for in war you can't offend 
•« twice/' 

A miftake in military matters is punUhable hj 
death, 

IPHICRATES. 

163. Iphicrates faid, as he drew out his armf 
in battalia againft the Barbarians, *^ That he 
^^ dreaded the enemy were unacquainted with 

/* Iphicrates, the name by which he ufed to ter- 
•* rify the reft of his enemies.*' 

Others endeavour as much as they can, to con" 
ceal from their enemy the name of the gene- 
ral who commands their forces. 

164. Iphicrates, being the fon of an artificefi 
when Hermodius, the grandfon of ancient Her* 
modius, reproached him with his mean, extrac- 
tion, made reply, •' My pedigree derives its 
*< origin from mej but yours terminates ia 
<« you." 

165. He was of opinion, that a foldier ought 
to i>e aduatcd by a defire of riches and plea* 
furc, faying, ** That his expedation of grati- 
*< fying thefe defires would render him more 
** intrepid to oppofe dangers." 

1 66. Being once engaged in a law-fuit with 
Ariftophon, he was caft, by the eloquence of 
that advocate who pleaded the caufe of his ad* 

vcrfarjj 
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verfary, whereupon he cries out, ** My adver- 
** fary has a better aSor j yet flill I have the 
** better play/' 

A good play is often (polled by means of bad 
aftors : ifl like manner, a good c^iufe is frequent- 
ly loft, through' the ignorance and folly of tho^ 
agents that don't feirly reprefent it, 

167. Iphicrates, in a treaty of peace that he 
kad with the Lacedemonians, In which quef- 
tion was made about the fecurity for obfcrving 
the fame ; faid, ** The Athenians will not ac- 
** cept of any other fecurity but your yielding 
*' up to them thofe things, whereby it would be 
'' manifeft, that you could not hurt tbem» if 
** you would. 



TIMOTHEUS. 

168. Timotheus being a vciy fortunate com* 
i&ander, fuch as envied his good fuccefs caufed a 
prmt to be made, which reprefented feveral ftatcs 
ftemiag to involve themfelves defignedly into the 
iBarc, while he was feen fall afleep, Timo* 
theus, no way offended, civilly faid, upon 
J^ht of this bantering piece, «' If I take fo 
I many cities in my fleep, what fliould not I 

have done, were i awake V* 



CHABRIAS the GeneraL 

169. Chabrias, when impeached of high 
^«afon, together with Iphicrates^, being re- 
Pjoved by the latter for frequcntinff, in time 
" luch immioeAt danger, the pubTick plac^ 

£ 2 
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<if diveifton, and dihihg regularly at bis ufua 
ifme, made anfiwrer, *' Why? my reafon k 
** that if we are capitally condemned by tb 
^' AHi^nis^H^, Wtie^ they kill you, m fqualid 
*^ Darvellhgt I may die plutnp afid pon- 
*^ dered/' 

1 70. He was wont td fay, «* that ati aftnj 
^^ of i{ap[9, und^r the cdoliliattd of a lion, wai 
^* more formidable than an iu'ihy of Itons^ under 
*ijhe cc^dua of a flag." 

Imithslting that the wtloie fortune of War d6 
fended upon the ptud^itce ^d foUitude of the 

P Y T H E A S. 

171. When Pytheas harangued in the aflem 
bly, with an inteht to declaim againfl the d^ 
crees which the Athenians were then pa£Bng, 
in regard to Alexahdel', f^ebbdy aficed hin, 
i)ow he, being fuch a young mto, would ven< 
ture to talk fo fireely upon matters of that ^on- 
Fequence? " And /et," replies he, *• the in jm 
** whom you vott to be deemed a god^ is youngec 
^ than I." 



PISISTRATUS* 

172. Pififtratus, tyrant of Athens, being de^ 
ferted by fome of his friends, who had taken 
poiTefHon of Phyle,. came after them, carrying 
his bedcloaths in a btidget on his back % they 
having aiked him, what be wanted ? •* I want," 
JrepUcd he, ** either to perfuade j^ou, if poffiU^, 
*^ to return faoixie with me s er^ iiF I fail in that, 

"to 
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• to be permitted^ to^ ftay along with yqu, bc- 
'" ^ng ^^c reafon which moved me to qoi^^ (lere 
■ vrlth this bud^i.** 

Illuftrious foul, who without hjs friends dcr 
pifed Jife and government ! 

173. Tfarafybulus, happening tp meet acci<* 
tentally a daughter of Pififtratus, oa the ftreet, 
ivhcMiv he had been in love with, took the free* 
3ofn to kifs her pyblickly ; but PifiiVratus, hear- 
ing that the wife of Thrafybalus had exprefled 
great uneafinefs 00 this account, fay$, ** If we 
*^ fhould hate thofe who love us, hpw wojuild W0 
*^ bebav« to fuch as bate us ?" Hp then dii^o&d of 
the young lady in marriage to Thrafybulus. 

1 74. PififtratuSy being aged, buried his wife,. 
and married a young woman ; his ion came to 
hioiy and faid, Sir, in what have I offended you^ 
that you have brought a ftep-mother into your 
fioufe i The old man anfwered, *^ Nay, quite 
** otherwife> nry fon^ thou baft pleafed me fp 
«« well, that I woula be glad to have more 
** fiich fons." 

175. Pi^ffaratips going a tour through hir 

Itingdom, faw feveral men walking together in 

ihe £^kl, who^ on lus approach, id\ at his feet^ 

jinplprin^ ];ds charity. ** If you want beafts^" 

fyid hCf ^^ to plough your lands^ I will give yqu^ 

^' fpoiei if deftttute of ground, I will itar^e 

*•' mine with you ; if feeds be wanting to fowr 

*' it, repair to my grjinary and be fufniiOjied ; 

*^ for I will encourage none but thofe who 

« work" 

By this behaviour theie was^ in a Aiort 
. time, no fuch thing ;ji6 beggars in his dom^'* 
nipns. 

£ 3 Some: 
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176. Some revellers, lighting upon the wife of 
Pififtratus abroad, wantonly inlulted her, with verj 
lewd.expreflions, and- other rude and immodeit 
ufages. Next day, when the gentlemen coord 
from their cups, and digefled their furfeit, after ( 
feme fober and ferious reflections, they came to 
PhlRratus in the moft penitent and dcjeAtd 
manner, and, with much tears and intreaties, 
begged his pardon, for this grofs abufe. Pifi- 
ftraUJS, very calmly told them. " Take care, 
** gentlemen,'* faith he, ** to keep yourfelvei 
** toore fober for the future } but as it happened, 
♦* my wife did not ftrr abroad yefterday." 

Such a ready incFination, to forgive the youDg 
men's impudent behaviour to his wife, muft be 
allowed as an eminent proof of humanity } and 
confulting the prefervation of bit wife's honour 
and modefty in fuch a tender manner, by deny- 
ing that {he came by the like accident, is a 
dear manifeftation of hit conjugal af{e£tion. 



DEMETRIUS. 

T77. Demetrius Phalereus, was wont to ad- 
vife king Pcolemseus, to furnilh himfelf with a 
choice collection of different treatifes upon civil 
and military government : becaufe, fays he, 
♦* by reading thcfe, your majefty will difcover 
*< feveral truths, which their friends would 
•' never dare to admonifh princes of." 

178. Happening, while he was in banifhmefit 
at Thebes, where he lived in a very low and 
obfcure manner, to hear Crates, the philofo- 
pher, who came frequently to fee bim, difcourfp 

with 
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'Ith great calmnefs and philofopby upon the ufe- 
il and proper helps neceflary to fupport the af- 
i\6^ion of an exiled condition, with patience 
.riii refignation, he cried outy << Curfe on the 
^ offices and employments, that have hitherto 
^ prevented my being acquainted with fucb a 
* man !'* 



EPAMINONDAS. 

T79. £paminonda9, the Theban general, ufed 
to fay, *' that dying in battle was the moft ho- 
nourable death of any, beca.ufe it was imme- 
diately connected with the opinion of fprti- 
*^ tude, provided we fell in defence of our 
*^ country; befides, jhat it had the advantage 
« of being an expeditious kind of death, and 
^^ not gradual decays and tortures/' 

1 80. Epaminondas, upon the celebration of a 
great feftival in the city, when every perfon el fe, 
without diftindion, took a full fwing of revel- 
Vitigs and wantonnefs, was met, by one of 
his acquaintances, walking ''dirty, undrefled and 
loft in thoug,ht; at which his friend won- 
dering, afked him what could be the mat- 
ter, that, feeming to be fo much affcdied, upon 
•fuch an ocQafton, he (bould walk alone in that 
manner ? ** That all of you," replied Epami- 
nondas, '^ may be at liberty to get drunk, and 
*^ play the priefts." 

An illuftrious and princely reply : 'tis when 
the people take a determinate refolution of in- 
dulging themfelves, that a. prince is under the 
greateft neceffity of exerting his vigilance and 

£ 4 concern ; 
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concern ; and he himfelf muft neter be at fir 
dom to indulge the genial cup too much. 

1 8 1, When Pelopidas, his great friend, a 
colleague in war, foUicited him to pardon fo 
contemptible offender, he was denied. Afterwan 
i concubine of his, making the fanw ftiit, o 
tained it ; which Pelopidas feeming to take u 
kindly, he told him^ *^ Such fuits may bc: 
** granted to whoreSi but not to perfonages 
•* worth anti valoar." 

We find that he was inclined to pardon, but 
ti^anted tbe proper per'foh to initerc^e for thi 
offender 5 wc are hot to give the fa me- indul- 
gence to tvery one indifcriminatcly^ but mutt 
be on oiit guard wliom we gratify in ibm« 
itafes. 

tS^. When tihe Lacedemonians mar^iied 
ligainfl the Thebans, the latter confulted various 
oracles, in regard to the event of the war ; (6mt 
^roi^ifed them fuccefs, while others lieclared the 
ton^rary. Mean while, Epiaminondas ordered 
jTacfa declarations as flattered tbem, to be fet up 
on the right h^nd of the tribunal 5 tfnd the ^on- 
Itrary draclesf <fn thfe left. Then fta:nding up; 
he faith (pointitig to the more favourable fates) 
^* Tf you are inclined to be ruled by your cap- 
^* tains, and are iixt to march all in a body 
■** againft the enemy, rhcfe are your oracles: 
f* but if you are timid and irrefoKite to ehj^ge^ 
^< thefe fefe your oradcs." {Pointing to the 
ominous ones) 

Here' was a wonde/ful contempt for the autho- 
rity of oracles j he did not fuffer his frfdiers to 
'be prepofTeiFed, or intimidated by thefe perfua- 
"fions, but affuredIy:promifed thfe 'prote£Uon an^ 
Viffiftancfe of the gods to the brave 1 be interpre- 
ted 
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ted all unhappy prefages as iiecefiariiy attending 
the cowardly anid difpirited ; even as if theifluC 
of thtngs abfbliiteiy depended on ourfelves. 

rS^V 'It»happening.to thunder, as they march- 
ed towards the epemy, the foidiers earneflly en- 
quired of him, what he conctoded the deity 
might portend, >y that omen ??* The aftonilh- 
** ment of the enemy,'^ replies hc> ** who, when< 
•* tfcey had fuch advantageous ground at hand^ 
** flicHild encamp here.'* ' 

Tius great taptain's ingenuity not only difpel- 
ed the terror and apprehenfions of his afmy«. 
but aflioftated their 'i^inds* by fuch a favourable 
interpretation. 

184. He would 'fay, " That overthrowing 
•* the Lacedemonians, atthe battle of Leu£tra^ 
*" while yet both his patents were livings wis,> 
'' on that very account, of all the fignal a£lion9< 
*•* he < had ever performed, that vtrhich yi^deld: 
**- him raoft plcafure." 

This pious man Was not fo much delighfedi 
with that great acc^fHon of glory whidi ac- 
crued j;o'liim from this vitftory,. as in reffkdt- 
ing upon the plcafure it afforded thofe who gave 
him being* ' ' 

l85.'£paiminondas was never feen in -pub* 
lie, but With an, air of good * humour ; this 
chearful appearance was- heightened and enliven*' 
cd by. a proper elegatlce of perfon, neatly trin\- 
cd and perfumed. The next day after .his vic- 
.tory at Leuftra, his piybHc ajjpearance W6s^ 
not oply mean and flovenly,. bcK very mu?h de- 
jected ,and caft down ; upon which bis friends 
aflced him, what bad, happwied, to i»inv, to oc- 
cafion fuch an akeratioh- in- bis looks<^ and dc.*- 
fiortmcnti '* Nothing farther.?'* replies he,, 

E 5 ^' than^ 
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^^ than that I perceive hoWt in gratifying s 
*^ humour yefterday, I have exceeded the boua 
*< of juftice, for which, I deiign this day i 
*^ chaftife that excefs of pleafure, in mortifjii 
« myfelf." 

1 86. Artaxerxe?9 kingof Perfia^ fentfevei 
very confiderable prefents to Epaminbndas, w 
a view of bribing him, ** If Artaxerxes'^ 
this great captain, to fuch as brought blm t 
prefents, '* is inclined to be friends with tl 
•* Thebans, he need iiot buy my friendihi/?^ 
*^ and if he entertains any other thoughts 
•'has not riches enough to corrupt me:" an 
fo fent the deputies back again, to their flui 
tcr with what they brought. 

187. The Lacedenionians^ at the Grecia 
aflemblies, had a cufiom of fpeaking very fhortl 
but after their defeat at Leudira, they m^dd 
long inve^iive againft fepaminondas, who^ ftan^ 
ing up, made no other anfwer, than, ^^ I ao 
*^ glad that we have brou^t you to fpeak 
*' long." 

188. The Athenians, finding that Alexander 
king of Pherse was irritated againft the Thebans, 
thought proper to make him their friend iR^\ 
ally. Epaminondas, hearing him propiife, that 
he would make all kind of fiefh provifion5 /^, 
^heap at Athens, as to be fold at the rate of one 
farthing a pound, meaning, that he would drive 
a booty of cattle from the enemy to fuch an 
amount; faid, *' Nay, if. that be the cafe, v?c 
'^ jfhall furnidi the Athenians, gratis, wick wocx^ 
•* enough td drefs thefe fleihes ; for in cafe thcjf 
*^ intermeddle with our affairs^ we fluB ci^^ 
l^ down th^ forefls for thenoutl , 

' 189. He 
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189. He would cal] a certain, champaign 
country,- the orcbeftra of the war, as being a 
theatre, whence opened a large and fpacious 
profpei^, laying, ^' that it was imp6i£ble to 
" maintain it, otherwife than by a conftant ar- 
" mament : for," continues he, •* w6 pofTefs 
" with greater fecurity and left trouble thofe 
" lands that arc ridged round with a chain of 
^' mountains ; but a plain level country, be- 
" caufe it lies open to inroads from every quar- 
" ter, muft be defended by a conftant, ftahding 
« army/' 

190. Epaminondas being told, that the Athe- 
nians fcnt an army to Peloponnefus, provided 
vrith new arms and accoutrements : faid, '* what 
" of all that ? Is Antigenides ever the worfe, 
" that Tellis is provided with a fet of new pipes." 

This Tellis was a mofl: wretched piper, 
v^hereas Antigenidas was an excellent one. in- 
finuating, that the Athenians were little the het* 
ter for being newly armed; if they did not know 
anght how to ufe thefc arms. 

191. He faid once to a'targeteer, whom he 
uiiderftood bad taken a vaft fum of money from 
a prifoner, '* Give me your fhield, and you 
" take ,the tavern, where you may faunter 
" away th» remaining part of your life ; for, 
*' being now a man of fortune, and enrolled 
" among the happy part of mankind, you furely 
^* will avoid expofmg yourfelf to dangers." 

He juftly concluded, agreeable to the old 
proverb, (timidus eft Plutus) that, as fure as a 
man turns rich, he turns a coward. Death 
^comes the more formidable to a man, who 
has got wherewith to live upon comfortably 
^ hQmct 

£ 6 192, Being 
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192. Being asked, which was the beft^gaie- 
fal, himfelf> Chabrias or Iphicrates ? *• *Twill 
** be difficult to determine that,** faldi he, 
** while we Eve.'* 

Alluding to that faying of Solon, * that ho- | 
* body wliile living ought to be deemed h^ppy.' | 
As long as a man lives he may poi&bly mend 
lor- the better, or degenerate for the worfe. 

193. Being twitted by Menedides, a man 
wTio was no great friend to his glory, Tor not 
toarryfng, *^ Truly, Mcneclides,*' laith he, 
^' There k nobody whole advice I would be 
^^ more backward tp take» than yours> upon 
^* that occafion.*' 

This was intended as a rub upon MenecUdes, 
ih'having a wife of no very reputable oharader 
for her modefty, 

194* Some one having told him, that he 
Emulated the glory of Agamemnon, '* 'You arc 
\* miftaken in your comparifon," faid he, ** for 
** Agamemnon, backed with the united forces 
•* of all Greece, took but one city, with t!ic 
" utmoft dfflficuky, in the fpace of ten years; 
^ whereas I have, with the forces of this ore 
*' city, in'the fpace of one day, by routing flie 
*^ Lacedemonians, delivered all Greece/* 

195. He bore the injuries of liis fcUo ^-citi- 
zens with the greateft reilgnation and forbear-* 
arice, faying, " That it were impious ta be in* 
** cenfed againft his own country/*' 

Jiift as our filial duty reftrains us fro^ re- 
ffhting the injuries We may receive of our pa- 
rents, 

196. Pelopidas once upbraided him. feverely 
for his negledt to bfcget children j telling* him, that 
kis omiffioD in that regard^ ^was a detriment to 

4 his 
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his country, ** Take care/' rq;>Iies Epami^ 
*' nondas, left you have been of greater detri- 
ment to jowr oouAtry, in ever begetting fuck 
a Ion as you are to leave behind you.** (Pe- 
iopidas having sin mftmoos yosag dog of >a fon) 
^^ For 0^ part/' continues he, ^< tke liattle of 
^* Leudra flia}}, in Ucm of children, ferve as 
*' an everlafting iiifemorial to traniinit n^y name 
^ to poftcrity." 

Our dbief de&eto kave children i>ebind us, 
is, that they may preferve our memory from- 6b» 
livion I btm celebrated aHions ^aiid exploits con- 
tribute more towards this end ; for poAertty o^ 
fentimes'ckiud, darken and cancel the glory of 
their anccftors, inftead of f eviving or perpetuat- 
ing it. 

197. '^Having perceived that iiis wound wm 
moml, he wotild not extri^ the dart, ttU fa*- 
ti^edtbat the Thebans 4kdd conquered. Upon 
hearing that, he fays, *^ Then I die invincible/^ 
tndfo> puBkigthcweapon out of Us^ body, he 
Mbm}y*dxphred, 

11^8. Valerkis 'teports, that oipdn .his heing 
wounded,^ he a/ked, if his fliield was^&und I Ami 
khig toid it -Mtras,* he further etiqairtfd, if the 
tnen^iMrere defeated? 'Being anfwered ;in the 
aftrmsnive, he befpoke bis amiy in Ithis man<- 
Ii6r. ** 'FeHow-foldiclrs, my life ^not now,,a»^ 
^ you 'may im^ine, at a period ; but dates 
*' from this inflant, its beginnififg^to >a& in a 
^.bener aiid more exalted condition; for by 
" dying tbos^nFOtti^GpamineAdas k but boln. 
«aajw."' 



IpEXeO* 
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PELOPIDAS. 

199. His friends happening to chide PeIopi« 
daS) the collegue of Epaminondas^ for his re- 
miisnefs and want of concern to procure moneyi 
as being neceiTarllyrequiiice in life^ he told theiHi 
pointing to a lame decrepit man, *^ By Jove, 
*^ fo it is necefTarily requifite, but it is only to 
*• this Nicodcmus/*' 

He thought that brave men flood in no need 
of any' money. 

200. As he was going out to battle, his wife, 
in a very tender and afFcdtionate manner^ hegg'd 
him to confult the fafety of his perfon : " Wife," 
faid he, *^ That admonition may fuit private 
<< perfons, but a general (hou Id be rather warn- 
<* ed, to confult the prefervation of his fellow 
•* citizens." 

This was a declaration becoming a general, 
who ought upon all occafions, to prefer the 
fafety of a multitude of his citizens^ to that of 
bis own alone. 

201. Upon fight of the Lac^demoniansy ad- 
vancing through a narrow pafe, between the 
mountains, one of the foldiers cries out to Ptlo- 
pidas, Good God, the enemy are juft upon us ! 
«< Why not, raihcr we upon the enemy V* re- 
turns Pelopidas. 

202. Being taken prifoner by Alexander, king 
of Pherae, he was, contrary to thejaw of arms, 
fettered and chained down to the ground. 
Thebe, the tyrant's wife, going to fee Pelopidas, 
told him, file wondered how he could be fo 
chcarful, being bound. *' Nay,'* replies he," 

" I 



3ok V. of the Grecian Generals. 87 

I rather wonder, how you can bear Alexander, 

v^ithout being bound." 

203. Pelopidas, being fet at liberty by Epami* 
>ndas9 would fay. That he rendered Alex* 
ider a great many thanks, ^^ Becaufe that by 

m^ans of him^ he had experienced, that he 

was tiot only prepared to fightj but^ in like 

maimery to die.'^ 
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MANIUS CURIUS. 

204. Ilk ^Anlus Curtus, hearing fome peopk 

1 V I ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ihould diftributei 
"^ -^ fmall portion of thofe lands pur 
chas'd in the war, to each of the foldiers, prayl 
the GodS) ^* To enlarge the bounds of the repub- 
" lie ;" but wi(h*d^ ** that never a Roman Ihould 
*^ exift, who would think his dividend of lands 
^^ too fmaU,. if fuf&cient to maintain the propri 
« etor." 

Meaning, that he was not worthy the name of 
a Roman, who ihould defire more than was fuf* 
ficient to lead a< frugal, honeft, and induftrious 
Wc. 

205. The Samnites, after being worfted by 
Manius Curius> fent him a deputation, with a 
great fum of naoney for a prefent^ (the court 
word for a bribe.) The commiflioners who 
brought it,, found, him dreffing a few fmall tur- 
neps> in an earthen pot^ for his fupper*. He gave 

iHeffl 
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hem to ufiderftaikd) ** That a man who couU 
' content himfelf with fuch fare for fupper, did 
' not ftand much in need of gold ; that, for bit 
' pai^9 he would chufc rather to comaiand thofe 
^ who had the goM, than have It to himfdf.*' 

Virtue is all of « piece, and trtie to itfelf in all 
he partB of it* &> that temperance is no longer 
i virtue tkan while it ftands good againft all 
ippetites and temputions whatfoever. Upon 
his groiUKl it is, that Manius CuriuB draws aa 
nference from the plain £mplicity of bis diet, 
ipon aocoont of that fort of moderationi to the 
:ooteiiipt of money. 

C FABKITIUS. 

20 6« CFabritiuBi heaivng that the Roomas 
were beat hj Pyrrhos, faid, turninglo Labieniis» 
*^ Indeed k was Pyrrhus, net the Epirotae, who 
^< routed the Romans.'* 

Intfoiami^, that thevidory of the Epireta^ 
ought to be attribilted rather to the fiiperiority of 
conduct m thdir general, than to the valour of 
their foldiery. He refcued, by this declaration^ 
the Roman name fr6m all ignominy ^d reproach : 
for though the Romans were fuperior in point of 
valour to tlie Eptrotae, yet they laboured under a 
difadvantage, which more than countervatl'd 
that of the enemy, in the fingle circumftanoe ef 
not having a commander equal to Pyrrhus. 

2e7, Fabritius was much urg'd by Pyrrhus, 
to ftay and live with himfelf, promifing to make 
him a partner in the government ; " That, ** 
anfwer'd Fs^ritius, ^' would, by no means, be 
'^ egqpedient £or yoii, s» thib ^imtse;^ if once 

they 



jd The ApoPHTfiiGMs Booi 

** they were acquainted with us both ai 
** would prefer being my fubjeSs rather t 
*' yours." 

208. Fabritius, when conful^ receiv'd 
ters from the king's phyfician^ protefiing a 
provided he ^pprov'^ of it, by giving inftru^i 
accordingly, he would put an end to the \ 
by poifoning bis m after. But Fabritius, witii 
diicovering the author, fentthe letters to " 
rhus, defuing him, *^ To take care of hiis 
^^ fince he had, in all appearance, made asba 
"^^ choice of his friends, as he -did of his e 
*• mies." 

Intimating, that he had made war on m 
that were brave and generous, and put confideii 
in fuch as were bafe and difloyaL 

209. Pyrrhus, having hang'd his phyfici 
upon this difcovery, return'd to Fabritius, as 
acknowledgment for that intelligence, allt 
'Roman prisoners, without any ranfom ; but! 
britius refufed accepting of them, but on con 
tion of returning the king an equal oumber 
the Epirotae, in exchange, left Pyrrhus ftoii 
look upon his prefent as a gratification for di 
ctbftng the treafon prauE^is'd againft htm, des; 
ing, ** that he difcover'd it from any regard t 
** Pyrrhus, but to clear the Romans from all in 
*• putation of defiring to conquer an enemy 6 
•^ fraud J whom they could not conquer by down 
** right valour and virtue." 



FAB ru S M A X IMUS. 

210. Fabius Maximus, heariiig great reporj 
made of Minutius's fortttudei^ and good fuccefsl 

aftei 
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ifitr feveral ikirmiibes Vftth Hannibal, wherein 
kc had the better, faid, *« That be dreaded mOrc 
^ the good^ than the adverfe fortune of Minu- 
'* tfus." 

. Intimating, that the precipitate and inconfide-^ 
ate condua of Minutius were like to be of the 
noft hunful and dangerous confequences to the 
public-weal ; fo that if he continued to meet with 
fuch good fuccefs, he was likely, fome tinie or 
pther, to be fo tranfp©rted by it, as to bring the 
«^hole Roman ftate into extreme hazard : but 
Aat ^ {hort run of bad fortune would render him 
more cautious. 

211. Hannibal, having reduced the whole city 
rfTarcntum, except the citadel, which ftill held 
out againft him, he placed a firong garrifon in 
ti^e town, upon which Fabius withdrew his ar- 
JVj at fome diftance off, but rcturniug upon 
*€« uncxpefted, took the town, and plundered 
W 5 when he was departing, the officer who took 
the inventory, aflc'd him what fliould be done 
^ith the Gods ? meaning the flatues and images 
J^ the temples, *« Nay," faith he, ** Let us 
** leave the Tarentines their Gods, whdm we 

* find fo much enrag'd at them." 
^^'2. As M. Livius, who was governor of 

*arentum, when it was betray'd to Hannibal, 
>J'ould fain arrogate to himfejf,' before the fenate, 
^"fi taking of the city, while every perfon 
Pfefent derided the man's vanity, Fabius told 
*^^*^> laughing, ** Sir, you talk very juftly ; 
,t ^^^ M yovL had not loft Tarentum, I had 

' never recovered it/' 

2' h As Fabius, either by reafon of his age, 
*?d infirmity, or perhaps, out of a defign to try 
^ fon^ who was juft enter'd upon the conful* 

ihip. 
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lUp, rode up on horfeback to the young conful, 
as he was going to harangue the people, he re 
ceiv'd orders from his fon, by one of the li<Sbrsy 
to alight prefently, if he had any bufmefs i^ith 
the conful, and meet him on foot. The old man^ 
though the by-ftanders feem*d offended at the im- 
perioufnefs of the fon towards a father fo Tcner* 
able for his age and authority, was infinitelf 
pleas'd at this, infomuch that, inftaiitly diffloount- 
ing, he ran up to his fon, and, embracing hini) 
faid, *< Now, thou art my fon, indeed, iince 
^^ ^ou doft underftand thyfelf, m the authoritf 
*^ thou beared, and knoweil whom thou art ta 
•* command/' 

214. Mimttius boafting that he, would fee t^ 
cull the dignity and honours of Fabkis, the )at* 
ter mildly replied, *' Minutius, you mifhie 
«« your enemy, 'tb Hannibd, and not Fabius^ 
•* whom you arc to combat.** 

215. ne would fay, ** That it ieem*d very 
** prepofterous, when, in training, and talning 
^* of borfes, and game dogs, we find our sc- 
** count in feeding them liberally, and treating 
♦• them with familiarity, rather than have re- 
*^ courfe for that purpofe to lafhes and chains, 
*^ that we fhould never ufe the like ilgns and 
•* methods of humanity and beneficence in tarn- 
*« ing and training fierce, dcfperatc and ignorant 
** men, whom we uffcd more roughly t&n the 
•* hufbandmen do the wild fig, and apple trees, 
^* not cutting them off at once, but rendering 
** them tradable to their purpofe by their grafc- 
** ings and incifions/' 



HANNIBAL 
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H A NNIfi AL the Carthaginian. 

1 6. Fabius MaximuSt being determined to 
:ra^ the war, ftill watted^annibal's progrefs, 
have an opportunity to curb him, and, for 
: end^ encamped on the high ground* Minu- 
> fought with Hannibal, and was upon the 
nt of being routed, when Fabius rulb'd down 
m the heigth, and obtained a vidory, where- 
in Hannibal faid, ^* I ftill thought, that the 
cloud which hover'd upon the mountains, 

vrould, at fome time or other, come down in 

a tempeft 4ipon us." 

^17. After the mlsfortcine of the Romans at 
annae, and Fabius, together with Claudius Mar- 
;Ilus were made generals, the latter, being a 
^rward commander, was exceeding defirous of 
rencounter with H^nibal ; but Fabius waved 

battle, expeding that, in procefs of time, 
lannibal's army might mutiny, and revolt. The 
^rtha^nian, apprehending his defign, bid, 
^ that he dreaded the peaceable Fabius, more • 
* than he did the ftormy Marcellus.*' 

218. When Marcellus, for feveral days tege* 
tfaer, had frequent fkirmiflies with Hannibal^ 
with various fuccefs^ the latter faid, ^* Hiat he 
*^ had ado with an enemy, that vanquifh*d, or 
** vifior, would not be at reft." 

219. Hannibal, underftandmg that Fabius had 
taken Tarentum, by the like ftratagem where- 
with he himfelf took it, faid, ^ I kc that Rome 
^^ too has got her HannibaL** 

220. When the Roman commiffioners came 

to Carthage, with the preliminary articles for a 

peace. 
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peace, one Gifco had the afllirance to mount the 
roftra, perfuading the people to renewr the waril 
Hannibal, being highly piqu'd to find a pitifin 
coward, that never look'd an enemy in the facej 
talk away of fuch mighty matters, fdenc'd hinl 
abruptly in the midft of his difcourfe ; but per^i 
ceiving that the multitude were no lefs aftonifh'dl 
than offended, at his daring to behave in fuch M 
violent manner, at a free aflembly, he inftantif 
mounted the de(k himfelf, and addrefs'd the peo- 
ple thus J ** 'Tis no matter of furprize, yc Car- 
** thaginians, if I, who from my very infencf 
*^ down till now, have been train'd to the 
*^ field, and bred up to arms in the camp, di- 
^< ftant ii'om this city, Ihould be a flranger to 
** polite behaviour." He began with this pre- 
fatory obfervation to perfuade them to a peace, 
and fucceeded. 

221. Gifco told Hannibil, that fure the num- 
ber of the enemies forces was aftonilbing ; Han- 
nibal, with a very ferious countenance, repliedi 
^ There is fomething fliil more aftoniflbing, 
** you take no notice of; which is, that, in all th^ 
*^ army, there was not one man whofe name was 
« Gifco." 

222. Hannibal, fled to king Antiochus, who, 
faking him to review his army, magnificent' 
ly cloath'd and accouter'd, in the barbarian man- 
ner, more adapted to become a prey than fit for 
the field, afk'd Hannibal, after he had diligently 
furvey'd them over, if he did not think all thefe 
thines preparations enough for the Romans? 
•* Why, I don't know," replies Hannibal, 
^< Truly one would have thought it enough, 
<' but diea the Romans arc exceeding cove- 
i« tolls.** 

3 Tie 
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The king interrogated him in relation to their 
eing a fufficient match for the Romans in the 
eld, but the Carthaginian refolv'd him, with 
egard to their being a prey fufficient to gratify 
he ambition of the Romans. Pray what elfe it 
. parcel of timorous and undifciplin'd troops, 
mrr'd round with gold, filver, and other mate-' 
ials, that ferve only to excite the enemy's cou- 
age to prey upon them ? 

223. Hannibal, being a boy^, when this grand 
)oint was under conftderation. What ways and 
Bieans were pradticable, to finiih the continual 
pudge fub(ifting between the two rival ftates of 
Rome and Carthage, he tofsM up a little duft 
off the ground, with his foot, faying, << Then 
*^ ihall there be an end of tbofe hatreds, and 
" jealoufies, when either of thefe ftates is re* 
" duc'd to the habit of this little duft i" 

You might eafily perceive that the Romans 
bad an innate propenfity po ruin and deftroy 
their neighbours. 

224. Hannibal would fay of Fabius Maximtis, 
and Marcellus, the former whereof watted upon 
him fo that he could make no progrefs, and the 
'atter had many fliarp rencounters with himi^ 
" That he fear'd Fabius like a tutor^ and Mar* 
*' cellus like an enemv/' 

225. A debate arifing between Scipio Africa- 
n's and Hannibal, concerning the excellency of 
generals, Scipio aik'd him, whom he judg'd the 
l.reateft commander ? Hannibal told him, *< That 
^^ it was Alexander the Great.'* Scipio then 
feys, Who was thei next captain to Alexander i 
*' Pyrrhus, king of Epire," returned Hannibal : 
*nd who the third? fays Scipio; " Why, I 
^^ myfelf/' rtplies HannibaL out in wlut rank 

wouM 
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would you, have clafi'd yourfelf, continues S6 
pio, bad you but defeated in« ? " Then," ao 
fwers he, *' I would have thought myfelf nei 
<< ther fecondt or tbifd, but the very firft 
« them all/' 

296« Hannibal, irritating hia army againft 
Romans, faid ; ** They would put you all to tl 
** fword i tkey defpife and bate you ; they are 
*^ nation arrogant and cruel; a nation wb 
*^ without reafon, would govern all ptbera ; thi 
<* would give laws, make the war and peace 
*' the whole univerfe depend upon tbi^m alone 
^' they would prescribe Umits ; obferve non 
^* themfelves, and have notbtog done witbool 
'^ their permiffion^ while they forbid any u 
'< meddle in their affairs/' 

227. Titus Flamin'titty amballador fr<Nn th 
Romans to the king of fiitbynia> at whofe couri 
Hannibal grew oU, demanded he ibould be put 
to death ; faying, That while he lived, he wouU 
be a continual fire to prey on the Roman glorf 
That great commander being apprized of thii 
demand, and not greatly depending 00 the km^i 
fecurky, fwallow'd poUbn, which h^alfvaysj^pt 
about him, to prevent him, in an evireynity, 
from Ming into the Jsaads of his eneaHe^^ ^yingi 
as he took the cup, «< Fartufle« I thus dpfy thy 
•* power/* 

Livy rebtfesp thtt be aUb &id, bi^re bo took 
the draught, *^ Now let jne extficatethe ^o- 
** man people from their tediou9 anxjei^f bav- 
*' ing waited (o Jong for an old man's death/' 

The refledkiQo of his not being any longer 
able to trouhk the Rmnaosp became iiidrupport* 
able u> this gfeat comoumder. 

SCIFIO 
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S C I P 1 O the Elder. 

228. Sc!|>io^ the Elder, if at any time he hap- 
pened to be difcng.«g'd from military bufinefs, 
employ'd his fpare hours in the ftudy of litera- 
ture, and wa» wrotit to fay, *' That he was ne- 
** ver lefs at leifure, than when he was at leifure." 

This great man was of opinion, that we ought 
not to dedicate that portion of our time, wherein - 
we are at freedom from our neceflary vccation, 
lo indolence or fcnfualiiies; but (hould then 
fcheme, and concert the welfare of the pu'/lic. 

229. Having taken new Carthage in Spain, 
fume of the fuldiers prefented him with a youn^ 
capdve lady, of confummate beauty, whom he 
Tcfus'd to accept of, faying, " Were I a private 
*' man, inftead of a genera', I fhould have re- 
" ceiv'd her with aM my heart." 

The cliarms of an extraordinary beauty had 
not power enough to tempt, or corrupt ttus i»aU 
Unt \outh : or to make him forget the proper de- 
corum, and exemplary behaviour, a general ou^^ht 
to exhibit. Commanders of our time think, that, 
l>y virtue of their being fuch, tney are entitled to 
render prepofterotis and un'avful adtions becom- 
ing. 

230. Though but four and twenty years of 
age, when he was in Spain, yet he prove-i a man 
of coniummatewifdom and prudence ; for though 
^l-i warlike atcbievemehts terrified his enemies, 
h? QMde fitll a greater conqueft by his virtue. 
When again they brought him the wife of 
iMindo, a Spanifli prince, with two of his nieces, 
\*'Ik> were great4>eauties,he fent them back, with 

Vot. 11. F this 



i 



100 The Apophthegms Book V, 

vain of a very elegant curious (hkld he had got, 
fays, ** I dont wonder at your adorning and po- 
** lifliing your (hield in that manner, when ytu 
*' place more dependance in its proteiiion^ than 
•' you do in that of yourfword.'* 

The fliield guards us, but the fvvord is the in- 
ftrumentof fortitude. 

238: He us'd to fay, *' That as thofe, who 
*^ haye got wild and unruly horfes, deLvtr them 
** over to be tam'd and train'd, that they may 
^' manage them with the greater eafe and facili- 
** ty, juR fo men, who, intoxicated with their 
*' good fuccefs, become fierce and uiKra£^Able, 
** fliould give themfelves over to the circle of 
*• reafon and difcipline, for their guide, that, 
** thereby, feeing the fiailty of all human affajjc, 
^* the variety and viciilitude of fortune, they naay 
** become more moderate and humane.*' 

239. He alfo us'd to fay, '* That it \yas a 
*^ fhameful and unpardonable fault, in the exe- 
** cution of military bufmefs, to fay, I did not 
** think of that, becaufe generally, in other 
** matters, there may be an opportunity to cor- 
*' rc(S the inconveniences that are confeqjent 

on our former mifconduft, by an ifter- 

thought, and the corrediing, or laying of a 
*^ better plan to go upon ; but military Aien 
•' fhould not proceed raihly, to the execution of 
** any defign, without confidcring the confe- 
** quences that are likely to attend thereon j be- 
** caufe an error, once committed, in thefe cafes, 
'* becomes generally irremediable." 

This fentiment is equally applicable to ibch 
circumftances as wont admit of alteration ; as in 
the choice of a wife, and in the entering into ho- 
ly orders. 

240. 






Book V. of the Roman Generals. loi 

2^0. He laid it down for a military maxim, 
*' That wc fhould not engage an enemv, with- 
'' out an opportunirty, upon our fide, invited 
" us; or ^A4£hout we were urg'd by nectiRty : 
'^ but that it ii an undeniable proof of an rrt- 
"■ coiifiderae man, when an op-portunity of- 
'' fcrs, to ncgle(ft it j and that he muft be 
" deem'd a downright coward, who does not 
'' exert a Tefolute and brave fpirir, when a 
*' bold pufti, and proper fort tude-, flutters h m 
" with the hopes of fafety^and fuccels : becaufb 
" timidity and cowardice promill^s naught elfe 
'' than certain deftruflion.*' 



T. q;u I n c t I u s. 

241. T. Quinflius being fent againft Philip, 
with an army, prevail'd on the king to conie to 
a conference with him : but Philip demaivdfng 
hoflages, on aecoant t^iat the other was attended 
by fcveral Romans, be being alone, Qiji^<Stitrs 
niadcanfwer, *' For being alone, yoo have only 
" y©urfelf to bhme^ in putting all your friends 
*' asid rehttona to death." 

242. He advb*d the Achaians, meditating an 
expedition againft the ifland of Zante, '* To 
'' take care, left by ftretching out their head be- 
" yond Pelcponnefuir, they ihould, after the man- 
'^ oer of flitil-liih* render themfclves liable t» 
*' dangers." 

This kind of animals is no way (o fafe as when 
within the (bell. 

24.3, Antiochus, coming into Greece, with a 
very formidable army, ft ruck aa univerfai terror, 
as well by the multitudeof his foldiery, as by the 

F 3 variety 
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variety of their armour. However, Quin£Uus 
animated the Achaians thus. ** Happening," 
f^iys he, ** to fup with my hoft at Chalcis, Ii 
*^ was furpriz'd at the variety of flefhes thatj 
•• were ferv*d up, more cfpecially in the tinic of 
*^ deep fnow ; but my hoft told me, that all 
** thefe fle(hes were his own tame, domeftic 
•' breed, only diverfiiied thus, by the variety of 
•• dreffing and ferving them. Don't you," con- 
tinued he, ^* be, in the leaft, aftonifh'd at this 
** king's forces, notwithftanding all you hear 
** about his pike- men, cuirafficrs, infantry, ca- 
^* valry, and archers, for all thefe are no more 
** than Syrians, differently arm'd and ac- 
•* coutcred." 

244. T. QuinSius being in the council of 
the Achaiins, when they deliberated. Whether, 
in the war then to follow, between the Romans 
and king Antiochus, they fliould confederate 
ihemfelves with the one, or the other, the ^to- 
lians, at that court, inciting the Achaians againft 
the Romans, gave out, that the late vi£lory the 
Romans obtained againft king Philip of Macedoiif 
had been chiefly by the ftrength and forces of Jthe 
^tolians themielve^. On the other fide, the am- 
bafladors of Antiochus extoU'd the forces of their 
mafter, founding what an innumerable multitude 
he brought into the field, and gave the feveral 
nations itrange names ; as the Elymeans, Cadu* 
cians, and others. After both their harangues, 
Quinflius, rifing up, faid, ** It is a very eafy 
** matter to perceive, what has joined Antio- 
** chus and the ^tolians together, as it plainly 
*V appears to be nothing eife than their recipro' 
^* Cid ties, touching each other's forces. ' 
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245. P. LiciniuSy the conful^ being yrottted 

in ail engagement with Perfeus, king of Mace- 

donia, loft to the number of two thoufand eight 

hundred men. When king Perfeus, after the b^t* 

lie, fent to him, deilring a truce, and ofFering 

terms of reconciliation, the vanquiOi'd Licinius 

gave the victor to underhand, *♦ That if he 

^^ wanted a peace, he muft needs throw himfelf 

*^ upon the mercy, and under the protedion, of 

** the Romans." .. ,. 

Even this vaft calamity was not fu$cient to 
exxinguifh the fpirits of this moft valiant captain. 
Perfeud was not ignorant of thofe whom hehai| 
to do with, and) though vidoriousy condc* 
/cended to the terms of the vanquilhed. 



PAULUS ^MILIU^. 

246' Paulus iEmilius/ having fet up for con* 
ful a fecond time, was rejefleJ. But when the 
mifcooduft and negledl of the commanders pro^ 
traded the war againft Perfeus to too great a 
length, the people waited on Paulus with an 
offer of the ccnfuMhip: whereupon he denied 
being any way oblig'd to them for it : ** bc- 
" caufe,'* fays he, '* you don't make me con^ 
^^ fu), on account that I wanted ir, but becaufe 
*' that you wai\ted a general for your army.", 

*47- Being once returned home from the fo- 
rum, and finding his daughter Tertia ail in tear^ 
upon enquiring the matter with her, (he told 

F 4 him. 
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him, th^t Perfeus (leing the name of a lap dc^ 
which {he was exceeding fond of) had juft beei 
dead, *' My girl," Uld he, '* I'take that for at 
'* omen, may it prove a hjcky one.*' Where 
upon he march'd againlt Perfeus, and defeatet 
him. 

248. Obferving that the afTurance of the ccm- 
mon folcJiers in his army was c mc to fuch 2 
p t(h, that, negledJting their own duty, they airo- 
gated to themfelves the bufu>efs of the genera! 
officers, he told them, ** Gentlemen," faid he, 
*' be ycu bulled in wbettipg your fwords, an<! 
*^ leave the management and dijreSion of tfacfe 
•' things to me." 

249. Having diicover'd the enemy drawn up 
in ordtrr of battle againft him, as he was marcn* 
ing through a fteep rocky paf$, Nafica advis'd 
him to attack them upon the fpot, *' Had I 
*' been," replies he, " but of the fame age with 
•* you, I had d( ne fo : but my long experience 
** in war difiuades me from attacking a regular 
** *»rny, with troops that have not yet finifii'd a 
** tedious and f^ticuing march." 

750, Having, upon f1>c defeat of Perfeus, made 
a vi-rhny feaft, he told his frientis, that one trd 
the f.me fKil was rtquifite in drawing up an ar- 
ny, as in cxhib'ting a fe-'ft, *' For,"fa\sle, 
*' one is no mi)re than t^ e an of making Oiirftlves 
** as formidable ; s poflible 10 our en- my, and tJc 
** other noL'ohi el<e, than renderins: our ft Ives as 
•' affreeahU* as poflible to our friends.'* 

251. Peifiu?, beirg rrade piifoner, ple^dcJ 
hard with the conqueror againft his being Icil in 
triumph, but Paulu- told him, *' It >as in your 
** power to have prevented that." / 

Mian in? 
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Meaning that, if he could not conquer, he ha«i 
at lead the power of dying bravely in the field, 

252. Paulus, having had four male children, 
give two of them away in adoption. One of 
the two boys, remaining in his family, being taken 
ill, dy*d five days before his father's triumph, in 
the fourteenth year of his age, and the other of 
twelve years, dy'd the fifth dav after the triumph. 
When the people, on this melancholly occafion, 
con^lol'd his lofs, with an unfei^in'd forrt)W, he 
went forth to the multitude, addrefs'd them thus ; 
*' I myfelf, after fuch a continued feriesof fuc- 
*' cefs, expected, indeed, foiriC. very afflifling 
*' ftroke of fortune. But now, fince fortune 
has Icvell'd all the envy, that is entail'd on our 
^rofperous atchievements, againft my own fa- 
mily, infomuch, that I have made ample com- 
penfatioh for all, I reft faiisfy'd with regard tX> 
'* any apprehenfions, touching the dangers, or 
** calamity my country may, on that account, 
'* be hereafter affii^ted with." 

253. Paulus iEmilius put away his wife Pa- 
pyria, being daughter to Mafo, a man of confular 
dignity, and by whom he had that iUuftribus prb- 
g.eny (he renown'd Scipio -flEmilianus : beh-dps 
thefe' confiderations, file was a woman he had 
been long married to, and one who feem'd to be 
miftrefs of all the qualifications rcquifite to ren- 
der lierfclf belov'd. This divorce was matter of 
fuch aftoniflimerit to all his friends, that they ve- 
hemently diduaded him from it, but he, point- 
ing to his fhoe, fays, '* This (hoe, you fee, is 
" artfully made, and feems to fit me perfedly 
'' well : but none of you perceives where it 
** pinches me." 
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254. Per feus, throwing himfelf at the coi^ 
qucror^s feet, begg'd his life, in a very abje£l ani 
difpirited manner ; upon which i¥)milius faidj 
•* Wherefore, in (he name of goodnefs, dofl thoi 
** juftify the difpenfations of fortune, in regari 
*• to thy prefent ftate and circumftanccs^ hf 
** ihewing thyftlf unworthy of thy former con^ 
•* dition ? Why doft thou difgrace my viftoryi 
** and obfcure the glory of my arms ? thou dif-j 
•* covered thyfelf fuch a pitiful wretch, as an e- 
•* nemy not worthy of the Romans." 

Vi£lory is but the chance of war, and a battle 
inay be loft without any di(bonour to him that i^ 
overcome; but for a prince to fall down upon 
his knees to his mafter, and beg his life, the 
fpe<9acle is fo loathfome, thajt it makes the victor 
himfelf afham'd of his conqueft. 

255.. He was wont to fay, *' That a general, 
** though young in years, ought to be an old 
^* man in his pradice and difpofition.'' 

Meaning, that he muft not be raih, or preci- 
pitate inhisdefigns, but ufe the caution and de- 
liberation of old age. 

256. Paulus ^milius, in order to retain his 
foldiers within the bounds of moderation, after 
his vidory over the Macedonians, fpote to them 
in this manner, ** There are men, my friends," 
faid he, ^' who, on a lucky turn of fortune, 
^* fweQ themfelves with pride, and rather glory 
** in the priefent profperity of their affairs, than 
*< refte(£i that all human good is liable to change : 
*^ but let us, above all things, avoid this erron 
*' W^ have btfore our eyes a notable example of 
«* the -uocertaloiy of events.; we fee the pride of 
** many ages in o; e d y dcftroy*d ! the hoiife 
«" of Alcxund^r 4he "Greai, ijtbo vas the nioft 
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^' powerful prioce of the univerfc) now.fub- 
^ jefied^ to the Roman fway ! we fee a king, 
^ whom yefterday we beheld attended by a mii- 

* lion of warriouiT, now rcduc'd to receive 
'< meat and drink from the hands of his cne- 
'< mies, acknowledging each Roman citizen aa 
'^, his mafter ! ought we then to look on puc 

* happinefs as more affur'd ? No, certainly j wc 
(^ are alfo men, and, confequently, liable to the 
^^ fame viciffitudes of fortune ; few are there 
'« who never experience a change; and if, to- 
(^ day, we glory in our vi&ory, to-morrow (bme 
' * unforefeen event may happen as greatly to our 
•« difgrace/' 

C A TO the Elder. 

257. . Cato the Elder, attempting, at an allem«> 
bly of the people, to perfuade them to make an. 
equal dividend, in diftribating the corn, began 
bis difcourfe with this introdu^ory obfervation, 
(Perdifficile eft ad ventrem auribus carentem 
verba facere.) ^* ^Tis a difficult matter to ha* 
** rangue the belly, being void of hearing.'' 

258. *Hc us'd to fay, " That he wonder'd- 
** how a city could ftand, where a filh was 
•* fold for more than an ox V* 

T1)e chief luxurv of the ancients conlifted in 
feeding on fifl). whence we read, that a barbel,, 
or mullet, was fold for fix thoufand pieces. 

259. He would fay, " T*hat h^ had rather. 
*^ chufe to go unrewarded for doing a good, than 
'^ to pafs unpunifli'd for^doing a bad, adion." 

Intimating, that nothing was of more dange-. 
rous confequeijices, th^n impunity, which always 
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encourag'^s ftien to the rep tition of crimes, an(i 
the commiflion of greater ones. 

l6o. He would fay, *• 7'hat he could pardon 
" all often 'ers but himftlF.** 

How difFc! ent was the habit of Maevius, who 
overliiok'd all his own faults, tut drp'd up. n 
every one eife ? He forgives himfelf who dots 
not repent of his own trcfpaffcs ; he punifhes 
hiinfclf, who repents and is d ncerned for what he 
has, through iitpruJence, iranfgrefs'd in. 

261, Exhorting magiflrates to punifh delin- 
quents, he was wont to fay, *• That fuch as were 
'* in:rufted with the executive power of reftrain- 
** inj the growth of malefaftors, and did net put 
** that power dul) in pra^Slice, ought to be fton'd 
*^ to death." 

Thinking that fuch were of the greateft detri- 
ment to fociety, becaufe their forbearance or ne- 
g^£l induc'd bad men to take a privilege in ill- 
doing. 

'252. He ufed to fay, ^« That he lik*d ihofe 
youths that redden'dj^ better than ihcm who 
turned pale: becaufe that bluihing argu*d an 
ingenuous turn of mifid, whe^reas paleoefs did 
« j^ot." 

263. He would fay, ** That he never Jik'd a 
•* foldier who would ufe his hands too much 
** in marching, or his feet in fighting ; or that 
" fnor'd louder in his fleep, thaji he holIow*din 
" the battle; and that he thought him the 
*^ worft' commander, who could not command 
*' himftlf." 

264. He .would affert, " That every one 
" c ught to pay the moft reverence to himfelf, 
** in regard none could ever feparate from him- 
«• felf." 

By 
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From this prepoffeflicn, wc (hould be afhamed 
:<3 do any thing alone, that we would not venture 
mpon, did we fuppofc th^ whole world cotifcious 
of it, 

26 J. Cato, reflefling upon the great number 
of flatues eredled abojt that time, fjid, ^^ I 

chufe rather that people, in talking of me, 

ihould a<k the rcafon, why there was no fta- 
** tue erefted for Cuto ? than that/ they ihould 
*♦ ask, why there was one erefled for him ?" 

Meaning, that he liked better, to be the au- 
thor of fuch renowned a£iions, as that poftrri'- 
IV flioiild judge he merited to. have a flatue €Tc£t^ 
cd to bis memory, than that they {hould won- 
der why a ftatue was ever put up for him. 

266. He admonrfted men in power, " to ck- 
•* crcife that power moderately, that then they 
•• might always excrcife it." 

Signifying, that authority accompanied wrtk 
courteoiifnefs and clemency would be lafting and 
permanent > but that attended with cruelty and 
fiercencfs could be of no long duration. 

267. He would fay, ** that thofe who dc- 
** frauded virtue of its honours, robbed the youth 
** of virtue itfelf/* 

Intimating, that the minds of young people 
were fo fired to virtue, by the honour and fame 
annexed to iu that, if thefe honours were taken 
away, virtue itfelf would foon languifh and lofe 
its luftre. 

268. ** We ftould not petition magiftrates, or 
judges," faith he, " for the juft, nor deprecate 
"for the unjufK'* 

Signifying, that there is no need to intercede 

in behalf of the juft ;(vith equitable judges: be- 

caufe, that if fuch be the cafe, they fhall then 

of 
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6f themfelves, without any fuch application, 
fee the juft acquired ; and that, though perhap3f 
to petition in favour of an unjuft perfon may be 
trrmed an aft of humanity, yet for judges to be 
thereby mfluenced> in their favour, is deviating 
from Jufticc. 

269. He would fay, ** that, confidering the 
•* variety of blemiflies, which may be objeded in 
*^ reproach of old age, they mtmld not add 
** thereto the difgrace of wickediiefs." 

Intimating, that age is generally too obnoxi- 
ous to opprobious language,. as when they are- 
called deiformed, toothlefs, purblind, weak, for- 
getful and indocile. Tbefe frailties of humaa- 
nature are enough, of 'themfelves, if men did 
not further render themfclves fuhjeft to the re- 
proach of being called wicked and diilbiute 
perfons, an imputation fcandalous and deteftable 
to any body, but moft fo to an old perfon. Others 
relate, that applying himfelf to an old man^ in- 
famous for his manner of life, *^ Friend,'^ quoth 1 
be <* feeing old age has of icfelf blemi(h^ 
^' enough, don't add thereto the deformity of 
•« vice/' 

270. He would fay, ^^ that an angry man dtf- 
^* fer'd in no other fenfe from a madman^ than 
<* in regard to the fpace of time affefted. 

Intimating, that anger is nought elfe than 
madnefs of a jbort duration. 

271. He was wont to fay, <* that fuch as ufe 
** their fortunes fparingly, arc lefs envied^ 'Tis 
•* not us," proceeded he, *' but thofe things 
«* around us, they envy." 

External pofTcfilons are without the man> (>ut 
the vice' of fpending them.at.aja ^infolent rate is 
within the man, and thofe that Induftrioufly at- 

traft 
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:ra£t envy upon tbemfelves, are the people who 
ire truly envied. 

272. ** Such as appeared ferious in ridiculous 
^' matters,'* he ufed to fay, ** would become 
'* ridiculous in ferious matters/* 

Meaning, that fuch as accuftomed themfelves 
10 trifles of a filly and ridiculous nature, would 
thereby contrad fuch a habit, as to be laughed 
It in die exercife of any ferious affair. 

273. *• Noble exploits,** he would fay^ 
^* fhould be feconded by noble expreffions, left 
'* they are obliterated and lofe their fplendor.** 

Phifelphus exprefles it thus, '^ Glorious adi* 
'' ons ought to eftabliffa and fecure glorious adi- 
" ons." That is. Worthy deeds (hould be fuc- 
ceeded by worthy deeds, that we may not 
ceafe doing good ; or that the remembrance 
of former good a^iions may not be aboliflied' 
" or obfcured. 

274. He accufed the citizens in this manner^ 
for commitfing the magiftracy to one and the 
bmt perfons continually, <* You either,'* faid 
be, ^* have a vile opinion of a magtftrate, or you 
judge few worthy of the office.** 

The one of which implied their having a bad 
notion of men in publick authority ; the other 
impeached them for having no good opinion of 
their fellow-citizens. 

275. Pointing at one, who had fold fome 
lands, which his father had lett him, lying near 
the fea-dde, to indulge his luxurious manner of 
life, he faid, ** That he wonder'd how that man 
** could poffibly devour mofe than the fea itfelf ; 
*^ becaufe, that which the fea gradually waihed 
^away, and would be^ a long time deftroving, 

•*«he 
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*' he, with much eafe, in a Ihort time duLuk 
" up." 

-276. When Cato, being in fuit of the cenfor- 
fliip, obferved the fawning anJ fuppliant nixin- 
ner, in which the other competitors, who afpir- 
cd to that dignity, courted and (bllicitcd the peo- 
ple, he cried aloud, '' The Romans liave more 
** need of an auftere phyfician, and flrong re- 
** medies : for this leafon, it is not the nioft 
*' Courteous and plcafant, but the moll inexor- 
** able, that (hould be advanced to that ofBce." 

Upon this he was elcded, in preference to all 
the reft. The people were fenfible of thtir own 
infirmity ; for which reafonCato prevailed more, 
by chiding and upbraiding ihem, than the other 
candidates did by flattering and carefling them. 

277. He would frequently inculcate this 
maxim upon the youth, whom he exercifed in 
the art of war, '* That words, more than arms, 
•* and noifc more than ftrengih, tended to 
" aftonifh and rout an enemy." 

He was not for a mute foldier in battles but 
recommended fierce language, fliouts, and a 
flern look, as tlte moft efFefiual means to in- 
timidate an enemy. 

2; 8. Having diftributcd a pound weight of 
filver to every one of the foldiers, he told ihem, 
*' It was better that fo many of the Ronaans 
*' fhould return home with filver, than a few 
** with gold." . 

279. Being intreated by Scipio, in behalf of 
thofe who were banifhed out of Ach-iia, that they 
might have leave given them to reiurn home to 
their own country, he pretended to give himfeif 
no concern about them ; but after many dif- 
putes in the fenate^ upon that head, fome be- 
ing 
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)g for, and others againft thefr return; 
^2tb, flanding up, thus delivered iumfelf. 

* Here do we fit all day long, as if we had 
' nothing eife to do tb^n beat our brains, in de- 
' bating whether thefe few old Greeks (hall be 
' earned to their graves, by the bearers here, or 

* by thofe in Achaia." 

280. Cato was wont to fay, " That the Ro- 
' mans were like (heep;a naan might cafier 
' drive a flock than one of them." 

281. Another faying of Cato was, " That the 

* Roman people did not only prize fuch and fjch 

* purple dyes, bat fuch and fuch virtues : **For," 
r;4id be, /' as dvers do generally dye fuch qo- 
'* lours as they ft-e mofi agreeable, fo the young 
'^ men learn, and z'aloufly affe£l thofe ftudies 
" and cxcrcifes nioft cried up." 

Honour engenders not only arts and fciencesf, 
but even virtue alfo. 

282^ He exhorted thtf youth, ** That after 
*' they had by their virtue and juftioe arrived tsa 
dignity, they fhould be much aware of de- 
generating bafely Jnto bad praflices ; but if 
*' they had advanced thcmfelves by bribery and 
'' vit>lent:c, ih^y ought to make amends by their 
*^ better behaviour, in consequence of which, 
'* they had it in tlieir power to acquire reputa^ 
" tion, and to aboliih the former ftain upon 
*' their condud." 

283. He would fay, '' That fuch as put up 
*' frequently for the fame oiHce in the magiftra- 
*' cy, wanteJ, like people that were ignorant of 
" thtir wav, to have a[!ways the fame beadles 
'* walk before ihem, left they (hould go aftray. " 
The beadles or fcrjejints prccced the magi- 
flrates^ by w^y of diftindlion. 

284. Spcak- 
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284. Speaking of n certain enemjr of hn 
who was a very Toofe and diflblute liver, ** TJ4 
*' blade ^8 mother," quodi he, *^ as oft as fhe p0^ 
*^ titions the gods, chat her fon (hould furvtii 
*^ her, is fo far from praying at that time, tfaij 
** (he is all along execrating." i 

Jntiaiating,that (he prayed for a thing that ixroiill 
be injurious tx)th to herfelf and the community. 

285. When the fenate, with a great d«al ofl 
fplendor, received king Eumenes, at his entrancci 
into Rome, and crouds of the firflr nobilit^ 
(trove who (hould be moft about him, Cattfj 
fcemed only to ftare upon, and watch htm, at| 
it were, at a diftance ; one that ftood by, percccvil 
ing this, took occafion to fay, that Eumenef^ 
was a very good king, and a great lover of thef 
Romans. •• It may be fo,'* quoth Cato, ** but 
^ by nature that fame animal of a king is a 
•* kind of man-eater.*' *\ 

Meaning that all kings, though for a time, i 
and to ferve their own ends, they may pretenck 
friend(bip, arc (HU tyrants, and enemies im 
democracy. The word king was odious to tbc 
Romans, 

286. He would fay, ** That his enemies en-' 
^ vied him, becaufe he was obliged to ri(e he* 
** fore day, and negled his own bufinefe to fol- 
•' low that of the publick." 

287. The Romans having fent three men 
ambalTidors to Bythynia, one of whom was bad 
of the gout, the other had his fkuH trepanned, 
and the third was little better than a fool : Cato 
gave out, laughing^ '' That the Roman em- 
•* balTy had neither feet, head, or brains.*' 

288. He ufed to affert, ** That wife men 
** profited more by fools, than fook did by wife 
« men." Th« 
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Phe prudent, obTerving thofe tSt&s which 
miftakes of the foolifli produce, become can- 
js, from the habit ^of ein^eavouring carefully 
avoid ihe like errors^ but the fooliOi cannot 
itate the juft and prudent , meafures of the 
fe ; becaufe they neitjier perceive or dtftin** 
ifh them aright. 

2 89. Intending once to put uponr a huge fat fel« 
low. How," faith he, ** can that body be fer- 
viceable to the commonwealth, when all the 
fpace between the throat and the groin is 
one belly ? 

Z90. When one, who was. a great epicure, 
(ired his acquaintance, ** Begging your par- 
don," faid he, **• I coM not bear a man» 
VI hofe palate is more fenfible than his heart or 
brains." 

291. He would fay, *^ that a lovet'sfoul lived 
in the body of another," 

T his is a trite ejaculation among the lovers 
our days. Intimating, that the foul is more 
e property of the perfon it aidmires, than the 
irfon it animates. 

292. He ufed likewife to fay, ^^ that, in the 
whole courfe of bis life, there were but three 
things of which he repented, the iirft of 
which was, that he had intruded a fecret to a 
woman; the next, that be went by fea, 
where he might have gone by land ; and the 
third, that ever a day efcaped him, which 
be neglefied to turn to his account.." 

299. Speaking to a certain tribune, fufpe^led 
F having pra^Slifed poifon, as he was very vio- 
:nt for the bringing in of a bill, in order to pafs 
>me law» that muft have proved a great grievance 
oihc ftatci •* Young man," cried he, " I 

*• know 
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•* know not whether it would be worie to drini 
** your mixture^, or to pa's yoor bill." , 

294. Being once reviled bv fomc ioofe pro 
fligite fellow ; «« In tSis Hillingfgatc, dirty c. 
** teft," replies he, *' we are very uncqw 
*' matches : for thou, being trained in, and ci)n< 
** verfant with abufc, caiili eaftly bear will 
'* arid as dcxteroufly tetort it ; whereas I haw 
** to abufe, and I am unaccuftomcd to hcj 



** ir." 



295. Cato, meeting the burial of one, vr 
was indeed a ftout foldicr, but then was rath i 
inconfiderattly blaring, fays, '* For a man t^j 
** prize valour is \ery dift'erent from fctting nd 
•* value upon his lifr." 

Aiieiting that thofe in fa£t w«re not t! 
braveft men, who, without a proper concer 
make fo light of their lives, as to throw the 
away upon any occafion wliatever ; but th 
they have a better title to fottrtuje, whi 
efteem it fo, as to iiegle£t life, otherwife dear 
them, purely in fupport of it. For a man t4J 
caft hirtifclf induftrioufly in danger of his lifej 
mud be accountt'd either lunacy, a difliketaj 
life, or an unnatural fav^genefs and brutality. 

2g6. The foiloA'ing are among his maxirrsj^ 
comrttemorated as fo many oracles, in regard w 
rural life. He woild fay, *^ that the beit (d- 
'* diers, the braveft, as well as the moft inno- 
•' cent men, were the fons of country farmers. 
•* That no man flio^dd be rafh in purchafinga 
•* country eftate. That any, bought at a dif- 
*' advantage, would continue a fubjedl to be le- 
** pen ted of. That plenty cf good water in its 
*' neighbourhood, is the chief convenience to be 
*' Couiulted in the purchasing of lands. That 

'* It 
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it is a, bad €eld with which ^e farmer alwjt} s 

fiuggles. That tc is beft m»k'mg a purcbi^e 

from a good proprietor. Tfaat any eflate 

which is. attended with nouch expencei in 

manuring, grating it a fruitful one» will in 

the end yield no great fu^plus of advantage^ 

That good pafturage was the mofl: certain 

{M'oSts upon an eftate." He woujd likewife 

f upon this topic, ^' That a hu&bandcnan ought 

to be a great feller, but no great buyer. That 

it was beft to mike an advantage of anotiier 

man's imprudence. Tbiic the oiafter fn^iuld 

be much in his field. That it was better to 

fow little, than plow little j and that commons 

were the ruin of Italy." 

297. A certain man, fifing in the morning, 

i<i hnding his breeches nibbled by the rats, was 

' difturbcd, to think what the accident miaht 

)nend, that he went to confult Cato upon it, 

id a(ked hjm in .a grave formal way, what mif- 

«ef the omen foreboded ? '' That the rats fliould 

^ cat thy breeches," replies Cato, *' portends 

"0 mifchief at all ; but indeed, if your 

breeches bad eaten the rats, it might be dan- 

' gerous.** • 

Every man living has his weak fide, and laughs 

[ thofe fooleries in others, which he pradtifes 

JQifelf J nay we govern our , lives, in a great 

•eafure, by the doctrine of good luck and bad. 

^en (hould take care, while they pretend to make 

*'*rt with fopperies of this nature, that they 

^n't infenfibly contrad a fuperftitious opinion of 

^enl. We. are enfnared befpre we are aware, 

"^ wickednefs in jeft, leads us to wickednefs in 

^rneft. People that arc over curious feldom fail 

^ing over credulous. 

298. Cato 
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298. Cato, in the war with die Spaniai 
feund htmfelf in great danger of being defa 
by the number of his enemies, and having 
means of fuccour left him, but by tfaeCeltiberia 
who demanded two hundred talents, he eng^ 
to pay it them, great as the fum was, but t 
thb provifo, that it fliould not be paid till ai 
the battle; faying, to tbofe who had reoM 
ftrated, that the demand was too exorbitai 
*' That if they conquered, they (hould be a! 
** to pay it at the expence of their enemi 
*^ and if they were conquered, there would I 
** neither creditor nor debtor.'* 

299. Lentulus, as Cato pleaded in the Ford 
darted a fnotty fpittle full in his forehead ; Ufl 
which Cato, wiping his face, faith, ^^ AffirmaU 
*^ omnibus,Lentu]e, falli eos, qui te negent osb 
** here ;" i. e. " I (hall make it appear, Lentui 
'^ that fuch as deny that you have got a froi 
•* {Lat. Mouth.) arc grofly*miflaken." 



C A T O of Utica. 

3 off. Cato of Utica, when a boy^ being tolj 
that, people found fault with his taciturnity a 
refervednefs which was fuch, that he feldom 
never was heard to fpeak upon any topic whai 
ever, nor kept the company, or ufcd the exerci 
of other boys; made anfwer, ** let them, 
" they will, find fault with my taciturnity, 
*^ don't much mind that, providing they ap 
" prove of my life." Adding, '* I (ball brci 
** filence, whenever I can fpeak fo as to oieri 
** being heard* " 
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]0i. When the ^Sbar of Cataline's confpi* 
y was under the confideration of the fenatct 
re was » packet cf letters celivered to Csefar 
the fenate-boufe ; upon which Cato, thinking 
7 might come from the confpirator^^ infified, 
t the letters (hould be publickly read. To 
:ventthisy Caefar delivered them into Cato's 
'n bsnds. The letters chancing to come from 
rviHa, Cato's fifter, being reputed a woman of 
very diffolute and immodeft carriage, Cato» 
:er reading them, delivered the packet back to 
efar, faying, ^* Come, take them to yourfelf, 
you intoxicated fool." 

302. When Cato, coming into the Forum, 
lierv'd, that the temple of Caftor was inveft* 
l by a party of armed foldiers, that all the 
'enues and paflages leading to the Forum, were 
rongly guarded by the gladiators ; and that 
leteilus was in company with Catfar, be cried 
cud," ** What a coward art thou, to arm 
fuch a multitude again ft one man ?" 
303. Pompey,' the more to flrehgthen his 
arty, deputed Munatius to demand one cf 
Itfto's nieces in marriage for himfelf, and ano- 
ler for his fon. But Cato defired Munatius, 
> tell Pompey, *' That notwithflanding his al- 
^ liance would be very agreeable to him, yet 
' he was one, whofe intereft would never be 
' fecuied by means of women i that for his 
^ part, he promifed to embrace all expedients in 
^ his power to cultivate and confirm the amity 

* fubtiOing between him and Pompey, provid- 
^ ing the fame conduced to further the public 
^ weal ; but that he naver would give any hof- 

* tages for the fecurity of his intereft, to court* 

* ter-a£t thefe meafures/' 

S04« Munau 
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304. Munauus, having complainctd, to Cato,] 
that he was not ufed with great civlUt/ at CypruflJ 
in being denied admittance to him, when be waij 
£q detadied from btufineis, as to be no ocherwifiii 
engaged than in difeourfe wkh Canidius : Catfti 
excufed himfelf, frying) ^* I was afraid, that^^ 

agreeable to the fentiments of Theophraftus, 1 
by giving too much way to friend (hip, I ihouU-i 
have laid a foundation for future enmity." 

305. Having received the thgnks of the k% 
nate, for quieting an infurre6)ion of the peopl^i 
upon his h^rrangulng theni^ he fetuined this an* 
fwer; '* But, confer ipt fathers, J offer you ntr 
^^ thanks, for voting tne Praetor in fuch a peri- 
*' lous jun^ure." 

306. Whtn feveral of -the people, accufed P. 
Sulpitius of ingratitude, for offering himfelf a 
candidate in oppodtion to Cato, who was hisi 
beft friend and greateft benefaditr, Cato excufed.! 
him thus, *' 'Tis no matter of wonder, if one 1 
** (hould not voluntarily give up, in favour of 
*' another, his chance of that wh'ch he cfteems 
** to be his fummum bonuip in life.*' 

306. On the day of cJj^6tion for chufin'g ma- 
gi(lrates and officers, Cj^i;o amerc*d oiie of hts 
fponfors, and turned pVrr the money allotted 
him to another. Th^ people, admiring the juf- 
tice of Cato, took o^ the fine, telling the per- 
Ibn fo caft, '' That it was punifliment enough 
*' upon him, to be d^ondemned by Cato. 

308. When Pompey's affairs had taken fuch 
an unfortunate turn, that the victory inclined to 
Caefar, Cato faid, ** That undoubtedly the de- 
crees of Heaven, iii tjie ways of Providence, 
were very dark and intricate, for that while 

2 " Pompey 
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^* Pompey aded in open violation of equity^ 
'< and in downright con tradition to the laws of 
*^ bis country^ xhitig% wi^t glihly on with him, 
** infomuch, that he was accounted invincible ; 
*« but now» while be maintained the juft caufe 
<< of his country, nothing fucceeded with 
« bijn." 

309. Cato^s friendss lan^enttng the deplor- 
able ftate of affairs, reprefentied to him, in the 
moft urgent terms, the neceiEcy of throwing 
bimfelf upon Caefar's mercy ; to which Cato 
anfwered^ *' That the vanquished and delia* 
<' queat only had reafon to fupplicate mercy ; 
^^ whereas, . Cato was neither vanqui(hed nor 
*' taken ; that he was all his life-time invincible^ 
'^ and was by far C^far's fuperior, in both juf« 
^^ tice and equity. But that Cxfar was con« 
*' quered and catch'd, infomuch as he ftood naw 
" convi£led of making war upon his country, 
" which he all along denied. Moreover, 
«* that fuch as were fo difpofed, might beg for 
" mercy of Csefar, but that none fliould fup- 
" plicate him in behalf of Cato.*' 

310. He cried out in the f-nate, after deter- 
mining the command in behalf of Pompey, for 
vwhom otherwife- he' had no favourable inten- 
tions ; *' *Ti8 the nature of fuch men as Pom- 
** pcv to turn out either the g*eateft tyrants, or 
** deliverers of their country." 

311. He was wont to (ay, *♦ Th;at paefer 
'* went to work flowly and deliberately, in prder 
♦* to overthrow the cenftitution of the ft ate." 

Quindilian fays, that nothing can be more ex- 

£re^ve or figntfkant than this faying of Cato. 
leaning, that he had long before fcbeined apd 
projed^ed the fubverfioo^of the republic. 

Vol. II. G SCIPIO. 
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S C I P I O the younger. 

313. When Ap. Claudius was competitor witlj 
Sapio for the cenforihip, he vaunted, in fav<^ 
of hb fuit, that there was not a citizen in Roc 
but he could falute by his name^ without 
help of a nomenclator, whereas ^cipio fcarcel 
knew one of them. '* 'Tis very like," &jS 
Scipio, ** For I never made it my ftudy ai| 
'* know fo many, in regard it has been f8J\ 
*' conilant aim that all (hould know me/' ! 

3 1 3. Scipio, foon after he was created cenfoq 
happening to take a horfe, he had a great fand| 
for, from a young man to whom it belongedtfl 
made a very elegant and fplendid entertainmefll 
for his friends ; at which this youth was preteM 
and, being the time Carthage was befieged, hil 
1 very curious wafer-pyi^ ferved up, whid^ 
reprefenting that city, he called Carthage, m 
laid it before the guefts to demoiiih it. Soia^ 
time after this, the young mjn having a(k( 
Scipio, why he had fobbed him of his borfcl 
** Becaufe,'* replied he, ** you, before 
** robbed me of Carthage." 

314. Seeing C. Licinius walk paft hini) 
faith, ** I know perfedly well, when, this 
«* has been guilty of perjury; but, there 
<< none elfe to impeach him, I can't be bocb I 
** judge and accufer." I 

A notable inlUnce of jufiice and moderatn 
from a cenfor. 

3x5. When the feniors of Niimahtia upbrai| 
ed the youth, upon their being beat by the ^ 
mana, telling them» that now they fled be' 
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ofe they had fo often put to flight, a certain 
umantian is repoited to have anf^ered, ** Nay 

they are the fame (beep ftil)> only they have 

another fliepherd." 

Nleaning, that the reafon of fuch an ahera- 
>n in the fortune of war, on the part of the 
Dixians, was owing to the condu^ of Scipto 
eir commander; becaufe the foldiers were but 
e fame men as formerly they had fo often de- 
ated. 

316. Scipio, having a fecond time triumphed, 
iter taking Numantia, had a violent contro- 
rrfy with Cajus Gr^chus, at which the multi- 
ide were fo offended, that they mutinied ; but 
:ipto, mounting the pulpit^ fays, ** The up- 
roar of the camp never terrified me ; nor iball 

^ ever I be alarmed at the tumult of thofe 
* men, whom, though they are now loofe, I 
' brought hither bound." 

Meaning, that fuch as rag'd againft the vie* 
)r were brought there captives. 

317. Thofe who were of Grachus's party 
rying out, that the tyrant muft be flain, Sci* 
io fays, ^^ Sucb as make war t>pon their 
^ country do well firft to difpatch me : for 
^ Rome can never fall while Scipio (^ands s nor 
^ if Rome periOsetb can Scipio furvive it." 

3 1 8. When Scipio Africanus was making in- 
ereft for the conful&ip, he no fooner under* 
lood, that his friend Pompey favoured other 
;andidates, than he dropped his purfuit ; faying, 
' That the confuUhip, had he obtained it, 
^ would never make him fo eminent, as to 
^ compenfate for the inquietudes and mibfor- 
^ tunes that muft be the confequence of his ob« 
^ taiaing it, in oppofuion to bis friend Pompey, 

G ^ becaufe 
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*' becaufe he would not lofe him, to ohtsun (he 
*• confuKhip." 

319. He purfued the fortune of Pompe/f 
party, to whom he conftantly adhered, over' 
into Africa where having a run of bad fucccfs, 
he embarked on bo^rd a Spanifh veflel, which^ 
as foon as he underftood was taken, he run him*^ 
ielf upon his fword, and hearings while in tto' 
agonies of death, the Csfari^n foldiers aski 
where the general was ? he. cried out, '* the gc- 
V ncral is very well where he is." Thefe, being 
his laft words, teftilied that be merited a bei* 
ur fate. 



CiECILIUS METEXLUS- 

320. Csecilius Metellus :had juft refolved to 
«[uit a place of great ftrength, which he be*' 
fieged to no purpofe, for fomeconfiderable time, 
when a centurion came up to him, ^ faying, If 
you will but agree to make a facrifice ol ten 
men, you may carry the. place. ** Will you 
♦* agree to be one of the ten yourfelf f '* replied 
Metellus. 

/. 322. A junior tribune of the foldiers afked 
Metethis, what was the. next expedition' he de- 
iigned to fet out upon? ^Vlf I knew my tu- 
f - nick w^s confciQus of that,*' replies he* ^' ^ 
*^ would pull it ofF and throw it mto the 
« fire.'* 

3Z2. Notwithflanding there was a perpetual 
enmity ^betwixt him and Scipio, yet, appearing 
very much grieved upon intelligence of that great 
man^s death, he ordered his fons to be prefeflt 
at Sc^io's fimerali. among the. fuppor ters of the 

bier, 
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bier, ra\ing, *• That he thanked the gods, in 
•■* name of the whole Roman ftate, that Scipio 
'* happened not a native of any other courv- 
** try/' ' . 

Intimating, that if the enemy had fuch a ge- 
neral, it might go h<ird with Rome. Emi^ity 
oau^l ceafe by death ', but friendthip is not IiabiNc 
to that nece^ty. 



C. M A R I U S. 

« 

313.* LufKi?, his fifter's foo, during the fcc<!nid 

cot)fid(hip of C. Mariua, w«3 killed by one Tre- 

boniiis, a young foldier, whom he attempted to 

debauch. White every one elfe condemned the 

adipn, the youth himfelf not only confefTed his 

killing the genera^ but flood up in oppofition 

Co the reft^ after he had difclofed his reafons for 

doing it, to juftify the deed. Upon which Ma« 

rius gave orders, to bring the crown which 

ferved to adorn fuch as were judged to have at- 

chieved any illuftrious feat of arms, and, in a 

very folemn manner, with his own hands, 

crowned Trebonius. 

Warning the other officers, by this prudent 
admonition, againft any attempts of the like 
nature upon the youth, 'he not only abiblvedy 
but crowned the man, wh-^, in defence of his 
cbaftity^ k l^d his own fuperior officer upon the 
fpot, though a nephew of the genera)* 

324. Having once encamped over againft the 
Germans, in a place where there was great fcar- 
clty of water, the foldiers made loud complaints 
for want of drink. At length Marius, point-' 
ir.g to a rivulet that run down cbfe l^y the e^e* 

G 3 xnles 
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mies treaches, fays^ ** If you want drink lb 
*' much, there's water enough to be fold yonder 
** for blood." 

325. Mariu3, though there was no law to 
warrant it, denifon^d a thoufand men of the 
Camerini citizens of Rome, for their gallant be- 
haviour in a battle againft the Cimbri. Whdi 
afterwards it was reprefented to him, as a breach 
of law> being the fole privilege, and pecular 
grant of the Roman people, he made anfwer, 
^^ That for the clafhing of arms, he could DOi 
" hear what the laws faid." 

327. When he was befieged by the enemy in 
His own camp, in time of the civil war, haviifg 
kept within his trench^ to wait an opportunity 
of giving the n battle : Popedius Silo, one day^ 
cried nut to him, Marius, if thou wouldft prove 
thyfelf a great captain, come down and fight us ! 

Nay,** returns he, •* if ihou wouldft prove 

thyfelf a great captain* force me to fight youj 
*' whither I will, or will not.'* 






L U C U L L U S. 

328. When Luciillus was fent into Armenia, 
with only ten thou and foot, and a thoufan<i 
horfe, againft Tigranes, having an army of one 
hundred and fiffv thoufand men in th6 field, 
both the armies ' ap^jentd to come in view of one 
another, on the day before the nones of O^ober : 
fome perfon warned Lucullus from engaging 
the enemy on that day, putting liim in mind 
of it's being a very inaufpicious day to the Ro' 
mans, bsing the anniversary of Scipio's fatal de- 
feat, when all his troops were cut to pieces. 

«^ As 
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^ As that is the cafe,*' replies LucuIIuS) <* Let 
* us fight gallantly on this day^ in order, that» 
^^ from a difmal and unlucky period, we may 
** render it henceforth an aufpicious and joyful 
** d:iy in the Roman kalendar.'* 

328. LucuIIus, obfervmg that the Romans 
were chiefly intimidated by the curiaffiers, and 
thofe armed cap-a-pee, defired them to dread 
nothing, '* For as to thofe men," faid he, '• wc 
**- fhall meet with greater difficulty in plundering* 
*• than in conqtiering iht m.*' 

Meaning, that being in full armour is of na 
advantage to an enemy, providing he is a cow* 
ard in battle. Himfelf, being the firft who 
mounted a hill, to take a view of the enemy, 
and having obferved a tumult in their camp, cried 
out, ** We have beat them already, my fellow- 
^^ fbldiers." Upon this he fallied down upon 
them, unable to faftain the onfet, and flew a 
hundred thoufand with the lofs of only five Ro* 
mans. 

329. He told fome perfons who incited him 
on to the plunder, *• That he would rather 
** chafe to refcue the life of one Roman foldter 
*^ from the enemy, than to poiTefs himfelf of 
** all their wealth." 



S Y L L A. 

330. Sylla, furnamed the happy, efteemed 
thefe two as the principal felicities attending him 
thro' the whole courfe of his life : One was, that 
he happened to light upon Metellus Pius as his 
friend, and the other was, that he had not de- 
ftroyed the city of Athens. 

G 4. 331. When 
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331. When the Athenians feni two or thi? 
men t6 treit with Sylla concerning a peact 
the ambailadorf, negle^^ing any confereiK 
^hat Kgarded the fafefy of their city, difcowrfc 
of nothing befides Thefeus^ Eumolpus, asi 
their feveral exploits again ft the Medes ; withi 
great many other vain and- idle ftories of the lib 
kind, At length 5ylla told them, ** Happj 
•* nien," faith he^ ** get you home, and delivd 
•* ypucjult and fuitable orations among your- 
** felves ; for I was not fcnt here.bjr ifie So- 
*' man. people, to learn thefe things of "you, W| 
** to reduce tlie rebellious." j 

332. When the foldiers, being fodirperfed;"*, 
the engagement at Orchomenus, that failing wj 
to diforder and quitting their rankf, took tfij 
their heels ; S)lla leaps from hi»-^hoTfc, and 
fnatchins hold of a ftandard, riilhed through tbi 
midft of the rout, upon the enemy, cryinji 
aloud, ** Ye Romans, 1 think tt my honour w 
"die here ; as for you, when afked whcrt 
** \o\i betiayed your general ? anfwer ^ 
•* Orchomenus." 

3y this (peech he rallied the forces. ' 

333. When Mithridates came forth to rheet 
Sylla, and held out his hand to him, Sj%| 
refufing to accept of it, afked him, *' If ^^ 
•* thought proper that hoflilities (hould ceafe, in 
** ratifying the articles agreed on between tiim 
** and Archelaus ?*' but finding the king tn<i^^ 
no reply, he fays, *' it behoves them to fp^^i 
'* fir If who are in greateft want of pf ace, *t'S 
** fuflRcient that the conqueror give audience. 

When Mithiidates, under various pretences, 
cxcufed his proceedings, Scylla took him wpi 
faying, " I have often heard, but now I have 

experience 
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experience of your being a man of {inguUl* 
eloquence, when you can find colour for fuc)i 
foul and unjuft praSices."' 



M. A N T O N I U S. 

334. M. Antony, bc'ng a man profufely li- 
2ral, was woril to fay, " That he render*<) the 

graiideurof the Roman empire more illuftrn 
' ous by thofe things he gave away, than by 
^ that he rcceiv'd." 

335. When Antony appear*d with his fleet, 
jft ready to engage Caefar, a certain tribune of 
he foldiers, a brave officer, and one of great ex-^ 
>et\ence in war, told him, as he went paf^, 
hewing him his body, mangkd with wounds and 
cars, '^ Moft'Boble general, Vfhat rea(bns have 

* yoti, by placing all your truft and confidence 
^ in this brittle rotten, wood, to diftruft this bo- 

* dv cover'd over with wounds*, or to fear tbi* 
^ fword ? Suflfcr the Phoenicians and i^gyptian^ 
^^ to engage the enemy on board tht fleet : b\it 
'' give us, who are Romans, the land, on which 
" we have learn'd either to conquer or die !" 

336. Cleopatra, dreading the fury and defpair 
of Antony, fled to her monument, aitd making 
it faft with bars and boks, fent to tett him^ that 
ihehad made away with herfelf ; Antony, hdvtag 
before determin'd to lay violent hands: on his 
oWn life, -eafily believing the news, cries out, 
**^ O Cleopatra F I'm not troubled to be at pne- 
** fent bereav'd of you, becaufe I &all foon be 
with you, but I grieve, that one, who has been 
fuch a rehown'd commander as Antcny, 

G 5 ^* fliQuJd 
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** (houU be behind, in point of fortitude, wii 
•* woman." 

C A S S I U S. 

337. Caifius, when a boy, was fo enrag*d 1 
hear h 8 piay-fellow Fauftus, the Ton of Sc) iU.11 
lue himfelf upon his father's Hionarchy, that) 
gave him a hearty box on the face. Ponipei 
coming to the knowledge of this fquabble, fa 
for both the boys ; whereupon Cadi us had theu 
drefs to fay,. ** Well, Fauftus, now dare, if yfl 
^^ want to have another cuflFupon (he chop^^^fl 
*' fay, in prefence of Pompey, thofc exprcffitf 
** by which you formerly provoked me." 

338. Caffius, having taken the ifland ol 
Rhodesy was, as he made his public entry iiitj 
the city, falutcd by the name of king and \m 
Upon which he cried out, '< I'm neither kingd 
** lord, but the deftroyer of both." 



M. C R A S S U S. 

339. M. Craflus, though he was very ridv' 
both in cafli and lands, yet all that was nothing 
in comparifon of bb fervants : he always ftoo(i| 
ever them, to infpe£l and~ teach them bimfeK 
accounting it the duty of a nnfter, ^^Toicx^ 
<* after the (ervanis, that indeed are the living 
^^ tools of houfe keeping." | 

This was the opinion of Ariftotle. 

340. Craflus, on his march againft theP^^i 
tbians, meeting with king Deiotarus, who, not*' 
withRanding his great age, was' very bufy ii^ 
buildipg a new city, faith, «< How comes it about 

<4 
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'' that your maieAy begins to build now, at the 
** twelfth hour?** *Tis far from being morning, 
ivirh yourfelf, ** replies the king, with a fnwle," 
while your excellency undertakes a Parthian ex* 
petition. 

Crafllis was then about fixty years of age. 
That hour at noon, which we now call twelve, 
n^as, by the ancients, accounted the laft hour of 
the day. 

341. Obferving, at the general facrifice, be- 
fore he engag'd the Parthians» upon the entrails 
dropping from his bands, the concern of fuch as 
ftood by, who, regarding it as a very bad omen, 
iifluadc»i him from hazarding a battle with the 
barbarians, he laughed, faying, ** Old age brings 
'^ on a great many infirmities of this nature : 
" but I never yet dropt my fword." 

342. When Publius, the fon ofCrafTus, was 
^'d, after having fought with the utmoflcou- 

Tage and bravery, the enemy, having fix'd his 
^d upon the point of a lance, carried . it in 
view of the Romans, and, infulting them, en^ 
^uirM who were the parents of that noble youth? , 
and of what family was he fprung ? faying 'twas ^ 
'ttipoffible fuch a gallant foldier could be the fon 
of fo pitiful a coward as Craflus. The father, 
feemiiig to be no way mov^d at this difmal fpec- 
**cle, pafs'd through all the ranks, crying out, 

* This, dear countrymen, is my owx> peculiar j 
lofs and calamity : but the fortune and gloryc 
of Rome \» fafp and untainted, fo long as you 

* are fo, in depending on your valour and fafc-^ , 

G 6 SERTORIUS. 



132 The Apophthegms BookV. 



S E R T O R I U S. 

343* Sertorius, after having, in frequent ren« 
counters, defeated Pompey*s troops, hearing that 
Meteilus was come with fre(h fuppiies, to Joiii 
Pompey, faid, '* I would have fent home this 
V boy wetl whipt, if that old woman bad not 
" come to refcue him.'* 

344. Sertorkis, for all he was often conqtieror, 
fent a meflage to Pompey and Meteilus, telling 
them, '** That he was ready to return to the ci- 
*• ty, if permitted ; becaufe he would rather prc- 
^ fer being a mean citizen of Rome^ than ia 
*• exile, were he ftilM emperor of the world bc- 
^* ades.'* 



M. BRUTUS- 

545. M. Brutus, being drove to the atmoft 
diftrefs, having a few ^f his captains and friends 
anout him, look'd up to heaven, then in one 
|?6p of ftars, and repeated this Greek verfe 
froi^ fome tragedy or other. 

* Thouknow'ft, great Jove,the author ofthefe ills/ 

As it were Imprecating vengeance upon C^ar, 
fro.ti the Gods. 

346. One of thofe prefent, urgM Brutus, with 
great vehemency, to fly, and leave that place. 
•* Thep tnpil we fly with our hands»" anfwer'd I 
hcj " nbt with our feet." ^ j 

Signifying 
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Signifying his refolution to avoid the tyrannjr 
of Csefar's troops by a voluntary death. 

347. Then Brutus embracing all who were prc- 
fent, faid, << I die contented that none of my 
'^ friends will have need of me, and that I (hajl not 
** fee my country enflavM. — ^I efteem'J myfelf," 
refum'd he, after a Qiort paufe, *< more happ^* 
** though vanquifh'd, than my conquerors ; fu- 
*^ ture ages will give me a name, which not all 
•* their armies, nor their gold can acquire," 
Having thus fpoke, he took his fword, and, wirb 
a fmiling vifage, threw himfelf upon the point of 
it, and died in()antly. 

348. His wife Portia, the daughter of Cato» 
underftanding that there was a confpiracy in agi- 
tation to aflaiBnate Caefar, took the opportunity 
of her hufband's going out of the chamber, lYkc 
night before the aflaffination, in afking for a ra^ 
zor, under pretence to pare her nails, by which, 
as if it dipt out of her hands, (he wounded herfelf 
in a defperate manner. Brutus, being alarm'4, by 
the outcries of her women, upon this accident, 
ftcpt into the room, and fevcrely cbidcd hcr^ for 
attempting the barber's office. Bat (he, taking 
her hufband apart, fdid, ^ I have not done thiji 
" through inadvertency, but wanted to try, if 
'^ that which is tn agitatioii fliould chance to mif« 
*^ give, what attempt I could make to ftab mjf 
^* fclf:" 
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BOOK VI. 

Miscellaneous Apophthegms. 

I. T^'ng Pyrrhus, hearing that fome Taren- 
Jjl^ tine foldicrs, having got together one 
night at fupper, took a great freedom with his 
chara£ler> fent for the blades, who» not being able 
to deny the charge^ nor to clear themfelves by 
any pretence whatever^ ftood in great danger of 
paying for their talk at the expence of their 
necks, when one of them, being of a happier and 
more dexterous turn of invention than any of 
the reft, upon hearing the charge againft them 
read, faith, ^^Nay,we fpokeall that, fure enoMgb, 
^* and would have faid much woife of your ma- 
** jefty, could we have but t'other flaflc.** 

blaming the wine as the caufe of their revih'ng 
thej(ing: but his majefty's paffion. being well 

nigh 
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ligh over, by a hearty fit of laughter, they v^ere 
11 difmifled. 

2. Lohgus Sulpitius, being a very ill- favour- 
A man, faid of another, with whom he was en- 
^ged in a fuit at law that concerned his liberty, 
I^hat he had not the face of a freeman. ^* Nor, 
^ in my opinion,'' replies Domitius Afer, *^ have 
• you yourielf/' 

An uncomely man is not a free nian ; if there- 
x>re he was no freeman, whofe liberty was called 
in queflion, on account of his difagrecablc looks, 
neither ought Sulpitius to be accounted free, be* 
ing a man of frightful bad looks. 

3. Vedius Valens, being in danger of his life 

from Claudius C^efar^ while Siiius and Meflalina. 

were celebrating the image of vintage, with all 

imaginable fenfualities, climbed up into a tall 

tree, and, (landing there for the. fake of the pro« 

fped thence, was aik*d what he view'd ? '^ A 

*' fierce ftorm from Oftia,'* faith he. Whether 

tills was fpoke in jeft, or droppM accidentally 

from him, it was ^terward thought a prefage : 

for that inftant the afiaffins, fent by Cacfar to ex - 

ecute vengeance oh them, were juft arrived. 

This Siiius was the adulterer to whom MelTalina 

was privately married. 

4. Favorinus, the philofopher, in company 
with a young man, who aiFe£ied much the ufe of 
ancient apd obfolete words, told him, *^ Curiu$ 
^' and Fabricius talked in a very agreeable ftraixx 
'^ to their contemporaries, though ihey ufed the 
" language of their own times, nor afFedied to 
^' fpeak the languages of the Aurunci, Sicani, or 
*^ Pelafgi, who were reported to have been the 
*^ iirft inhabitants of Italy : but you ufe fuch an-* 
*/ tique and obfolete words, as if you was in con^ 

*' verfatioa 
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** verfation . with the mother of Evander, If 
•^ your aim is not to be underftood, can't you 
•• bring that about more cfFeftually by being fi- 
« lent ?•• 

5.* As a young afs ftood eating fome fig?, that 
were got for Philemon, and were fet by him, 
purpofely, within his view, a boy cried out, 
defiripg him to drive away the afs : but the 
old man being too flow to fave the figs, the 
boy fays, ** Becaufe you are come fo late, 
•* now give the afs fome \yine/* 

6, Nero, having purchafed fome arras hang- 
ings, of exquifite beauty, at a vaft price, afked 
Seneca, how he liked the bargain ? •* The bar- 
** gain is fuch,** replies Seneca, " as declares 
•^ you a poor man.'* How fo ? fays Nero; 
•* Secaufe," replies the philofopher, *' that if 
■* you lofe thefe hangings, you will be incapable 
*• of making fuch another purchafe,** 

It happen'd that thefe very hangings were foon 
after loll at fea. Seneca's admonition was thus 
far of ufe to the emperor, in enabling him to 
bear the lofs of a thing he value*d fo much, with 
greater refigftation. He that has got only one 
piece of money, and, upon its being loft, cannot 
produce another, is a poor man. 'Tis therefore, 
the fafeft way to be fatisfy'd with middling and 
purchafeable things. 

7. One of Anthony's friends, after the battle 
6f Mutina, being ask^d, what Anthony was a 
doing ? anfwers, '* Why ? the fame as the dogs 
•* ' at the Nile, he drints flying.'* 

It appears that the dogs about the Nile are 
fain to di ink running, and to take here and there 
a lap, for fear 0/ the crocodiles that infeft that 
river, 

8. There 
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\. Thtft was one Tidut, fuch a ftudioia^ 
»rer at bullets^ that be was fufpe(^ed to. ba%Eo 
ke down, in the night-time, fome of the fa- 
d images. As the folditrs, one day he was^^ 
Hng out of the camp, were foUtcitous to Jenow 
at M^as become of him, Vefpa cTcrentius told 
m, ^* The reafon tbat'Titias ftajs awaff is 
becaufe be has broke an arm." . . 

The images of Uie> gods hold fome donations 
ifecrated to them in their arms, to which Vef- 

alluded. . . . , 

9: Appttis, being a man that jeftedeven to ^ 
^ree uf fcurrility^^once toldCaius Sextius, '' I 
have a great mind 'to fup with thee, to^ntght^ 
Sextius, for I fee there is room for one." Ban^ 
ring Sextias for having but one eye. However^ 
xtius retorted, ^^ Pray wafhyour hands befort 

you fit down/* 

Plainly reproaching bis lewd uncleanlinefi, or 

venous temper. 

10. Appius Qaiidius nfed to fay, ^* Populo 

Romano loiig^ melius committi negotium, 

quam otium " i. e. ** The Roman people 

are always better bufy than idle." 

Meaning, that the miibitude were, by wars^ 
Kcited to a love and admiration of virtue: but that, 
1 time orpeace,they degenerated to pleafuresand 
ixury, from which fpring the ruin ani de- 
irud:ion of countries and public affairs. ^ 

II. When the fenate had the afFair of the 
tublic pai^urages under confideratioo, Lucilius 
vas arraign'd, for fuiFering his cattle to feed 
»pon the cortimons, whereupon Appius Major 
i^anding up, faith, '* Thefe gentlemen, noble 
'^ fenators, are certainly miftaken, for this can 
^* never be the cattle of Lucilius^" Thus far 

he 
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he TeemM to defend bim« bat ^Igoia'ds ^< 
a long paufe, ^^ I think th^ cattle wh 
*^ feed bow, and where, they pleafe to ftra] 
^* are the public property." 

12. One, under pretence of being .afraid t< 
be aflfaulted, had the aflUraoce tow^l^theR 
man forum with a coat of mail ; Vibkis Crif- 
pus, meeting hina, fays, ** Who permitted yoo 
*< pray, to be afraid in this manner I** 

1 3. Juba, upon a man's complaining to him 
that be wasfplatcht by his horfe, iays, ^^ What, 
<« do you imagine me a Hippocent<iur ?" 

Deriding the folly of a man that would i 
pute to the rider, his being befpatter'd by t 
horfe, as if the horfe and rider were one 
the fame.animal» fuch as the Hippocentaurs an 
feign'd to be, 

14. C. Craflfus, feeing a foldier running alonj 
without e'et a fword, called out to him, ^' Har 
'^ ye, foldier, methinks, a hearty hoif. upoi 
** the face will fit you very well." 

15. Publius, obferving Publius Mutius, ai 
envious and malevolent man, more, fad thai 
ordinary^ fays, ** Either fome misfortune hatli 
** befallen Mutius, or another has met witii 
•* fome good luck." 

Intimating, that this malignant wretch, w^ 
no lefs troubled at the good fuccefs of others^ 
than at his own misfortunes. 

1 6. Publius, a Syrian, hearing his mafter, in 
a pafSon, a^k another fervant, who,r being bad 
of, the dropfy, lay out in the open air. What 
be was doing there i anfwer'd, */. He is warm- 
** ing water, fir." 

17. Fauftus, the fon of SylU, very-mfrrily 
(aid of his own fitter, who, at one time, kept 

commerce 
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nmeroe witii two adulterer^ F4i]vius, the Ton 
I icowrer, and Pompey, firnam^d Macula, (a 
itch, ol* ftain.) <^ Tm furprizr'd bow my fifter 
fhould have a fplatcb, feeing (be*s. got i 
Ico^irrcr.** * 

I S. Servflius GemiBut, at Tapper wkh Lu- 
s Mallius, a very eminent painter at Rooief 
erving that all bis children were, one way or 
ler confiderably deformed, fays, *^ Haud umi- 
liter, Malli, fingis ac pingis. i.e. *' Mailius, 
you don't mould as you paint." *< Non mi* 
rum," inqutt Mailius, ** in tenebris enim fin- 
go, luce pingo." i. e. " No wonder," replies 
& other, *^ I mould in the dark^ but paint ia 
the light." 

19. Decimus Valerius told PubKus Clodiu^ 
reatening. to refent bis refufing fomewhat 
iblius wanted to borrow of him* ** What is it 

you can do to me, any more than that, being 

fentto Dyrrachium, 1 may be at liberty tore* 

turn borne again." 

Upbraiding him with Cicerc^'s exile, procured 
f Clodiusy which, notwithftanding, at the ear* 
zft requeft of the people, and every good man,^ 
as ihorfer than Qodius would incline. 

20. One Nero ufed to.j ke in this manner a 
sieving rogue of a (ervant he had ; ^^ This," 
Lith he, *'* is the only one in my houfe, from 
' whom nothing is either lock'd, (eal'd, or 
' hid.^ 

The fame may be faid in commendation of a 
:ood and faithful fervant : But we are to under- 
hand, that neither lock, or bar could prevent 
lis thieving. People lock their coffers, and the 

npents us'd to feal their calks ^d flaiks. 

ai* 
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2f. ChryfippiM (^fervtng, that, in thetrtumpb 
ofC. Caefar, there were braxen cities carried a- • 
bout in the proceffipn> faid, jeftingbimfelf, whca.j 
Fabius Maxim MS triumph'd^jn which, happening 
a few days after, Wi^oden cities ferved to adord ' 
the pomp, " Thcfe," faith he, " are the cafes 
•• of Casfar's cities.** 

Precious things are generally kept in uroodea 
cafes, 

22. Augwftus, feeing a Roman knight drnk | 
at the theatre, orderM oiie to tell the' gesitlemad [ 
from hinv, * If I want to dine, why, I go home.* 
The tenUeman made anfw^r, ** You're not a* 
♦* fraid to k)fe your place." . . 

Auguflus thought it indecent to drink in pub- 
Nc : tne gentleman pteafandy figiiify'd^ that Cae- | 
far might leave the dkeatre, without any appro* \ 
kenilon of lofing his feat, but that theiike was not ^ 
bis cafe« 

. ^3* Manius Ctirkis, meeting Campatkis com- ' 
ing out of the theatre, afked him, if be-faadbeen j 
leeing the perfoiviance f ^* No," repUea the 
ether, *' I have been playing a<i builets in theor* 
•• che&ra." 

Campatius pleafantly derided the folly of fuch 
a queftion. For what fhould a.man do in the 
theatre, but view the performance ? Juft as if one, 
coming out of a bath, was aiked, if he bathed ? 
but it is ftill more abfurd >to play at bullets in the 
orcheftra. 

24. Auguftus reproached a Roman knight 
with having wafted his patrimony, whereupon 
the knight made anfwer, *^ I thought it was my 
H own," 

Pretetiding that he was accu fed- through mif- 
take, and implying, by tbe bye,, that it was no 

crime 
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ne any man wsis accountable for, to fpend his 
n, after what manner he thought fit. 
£ 5 . The praetor having cfaided Caffius Severus, 
account that his advocates revil'd Lucius Va- 
, the Epicurean, Ccfar's friend, Caffius told 
n, *^ I don't know, for mjr part, who have re- 
sd him, but I fnppofe they were Stoics. " 
Alluding to this, that, between the Epicureans 
\ the Stoics, fubfift the greateft diilentions, on 
zount of their being the moft oppofite in opt- 
>ns. The Epicureans rate man's faappineis in 
[>portion to his pleafures : but the Stoics ac* 
unt nothing good, that is notvirtuous. 
26. Caffius, at another time, bting twitted, 
at Proculeius had forbid him his houfe, anfwer- ig 

I, ** Do I ever go there ?" 

fie eluded the ofcjeAi(xi efieftualfy : for it is 
>t tbofe whoconform,but fuch as go any where, 
yntrzxy to the prsetor's prohibition, that are fuit- 
i, or called to an account. Intimating, at the 
inie time, that he never had any particular de- 
re to go to hk houfe. 

27. Catulus, being afk'd, by Philip the orator, 
irhy he barked fo ? anfwer'd, '* I fee a thief." 

Retorting the reproach of his barking upon the 
[uerift Umfelf, in animadverting upon his rave- 
lous defigns. 

28. A certain orator^ not the moft eminent in 
hat faculty, thinking that, in the conclufion of 
[us difcDMi^e, be movM the corapaffion of the 
court, having fat down, a(ked Catulus, Don^t you 
think but I have rais'd pity in the audience ? 

Great pity, indeed," anfwer'd Catulus, ** for 

I don't imagine that there is any perfon in this 

*' audience, fo hard-hearted, as not to think your 

" oration a very pitiful one/* 

2 29. 
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29. The Corinthians telling Scipio the £)dei 
that they were about to ere£l a ftjtue for hi 
in the fame plat of ground where ftood the 
tues of their other generab, heanfwer'd» <* T 
<^ he did not like troopers." 

Whatever is added to a troop is hid in it. 
caird arm'd ftatues by the name of troopers. 

30. M. Flaccus, having pifch'd upon Publi 
Mutius, to pafs upon the'jurv of Scipio, whom 
accus'd of mifdemeanours, ocipio cried out, *< 
^^ objed againft the judge, as being unjuft.j 
Then) finding that this was follow'd" by an un 
verfal murmuring of the whole houfe, be fa 
*' Confcript fathers, I don't objed to him as 
*• ing unjuft to me, but to every oncclfc.** 

It was expelled, that he was going to clear 
excufe himfelf for this expreffion : but he exa^ 
gerated (he charge. A judge may be r^ikcd 
envious or malevolent, and, confequently, unju 
to the defendant : but much more reafonable 
is to objefl^againft a man that is juft to none. 

31. Afer, the orator, faid of a verv bad adv 
cate, who recommended himfelf to his clients h 
dreffing in a gay and fplendid manner, *^ Thjsl 
*< man is fufficiently drefsM to plead a caufe/' 

32. Afer, obferving once, that the council for 
the oppofice party often faid, by way of authori'* 
ty, ' Celfinafaid Co and fo^'aflced, notwithftand- 
ing he knew well enough that Celfuu was a 
woman only remarkable for her wealth, *^ What 
^' fort of man was this Celfina ?'' 

Hereby reproving the folly of thofe who would 
attribute fuch authority to a woman, and lay fucb 
ftrefson her teftimony, as to cite (o frequently 
the expreffions of one confiderable only for her 
wealth. 

33' 
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3 3» Domitius Afer* having an ingrateful clientf 
hat always avoided the fight of him, left he 
hould be under a nece/Gty to acknowledge the 
favours of his patron, fent a crier to him once 
apon the public foriim, with inftrudions to alk 
him, ^* Now, are you not oblig'd to me for not 
•* feeing you?*' 

Secretly upbraiding his ingratitude, who ftudied 
not to be feen of one whom he was beholden to, 
left, in meeting with him, he Ihould be under an 
obligation to return him thanks. 

34* His fteward^ being behind band in his 
accounts, would frequently fay, * Vai fure I eat 
* very little bread, and 1 always drink water/ 
** Nay," fays Afer, *^ feed well, but pay that 
*< you owe. 

what he eat and drank was nqt the matter 
in queftion, but what he owed : therefore be 
permitted him to feed as he had a mind, if he paid 
his diebts. 

35* L.Galba, thejefter^ told oite who came 
to borrow his great coat, in time of rain, whifch 
came in through the roof of the garret where he 
lived, ** I can't lend it, becaufe I am to be at 
*' home." 

Meaning, that he had greateft need of hb 
coat while he was in the houfe. Other peo- 
ple excufe themfelves, by faying, ** I can't fpare 
** it, becaufe I go abroad." 

36. He told another, afking him for the ufe 
of his coat, ** If it ihould not rain, you (hall 
*^ have no need of it, and, if it ihould rain, 
«* I myfelf will need it." 

He excUs'd himfelf by an argument that con- 
vinces every way. 

37- 
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. 37. Perceiving once, as be entertain*d Mj^ 
cenas at his houfe^ that he began to toy wiili^ 
his wife, in a verjr familiar manner, be feign'd 
himfelf afleep, that thereby Mseceoas n^igbt fap 
at liberty to gain his epds : but fpmebody* wbf 
watch'd that opportunity, coiping flyly^ vnli 
an intent to pick up fometbing off the tAble* 
•Galba fays, ^* Unlucky dog, I was afleep ti$ 
•* him, not to thee/* 

38. Galba, hearing fomebody vaunt, that lift j 
lK>ugbt, at Sicily, a iilh which . they called a 
murena, that was five feet Jong, fpr.a groat, 
faid, *^ There^s nothing at all extraordinary iii* 
'* that, for thefe ii{hes grow to fufh a leqgtk 
** there, that the fUhermen ufe thtjax for ropes/* 

He fidicul'd a lie by a more evident one. 

39. M. Laelius (day'd upon Gaiba the. ora* 
tor, being a man much noted for his eloquence 
and good (enfe, but very crooked, and deform- 
ed, faying, <^ That the genius of Galba was ve* 

/' ry ill lodg'd/^ 

The body is the habitation of the mind* 

40. Orbilius, the gra9imarian, being^roduc'd 
as an evidence againft a client of Galba who, 
in order to confound him, pretendeJ not to 
know that he was a grammarian^ and asked 
him. What handycraft. do you prat^ife ? ** My 
** bufinefs ia," replies Orbilius, ** to chaft: 
** haunches in the fun," 

41. Trachalus, in a warmth of altercation, 
upon Suellius's having told him, ' If what you 
* aver be true, you deferve to be banifh*d i' 
replied, ^' If otherwife, you deferve to return 
** from banifhment." 

42. One being asked. What he thought of the 
man that was caught in the very a£t of adultery ? 

made 
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^ anfwer^ ^^ Meihinks, he was too tar« 1 

yr \ 

3; One, tearing a man lament that his wife ,< 

juft faang'd herfdf, upon a fig-tree in his j 

I g^deiH feys, ** Pray let me have tt graff of H 

t^« feme p]am f " 

r4. He did not jeflE amif:«» who, pretending 
(peak in praife of one that, by his attach- 
\t to vice^ got Fid of his reputation and for- 
e, (aid) *^ What is it this man is not poflefs'd 
of, excepting wealth and virtue ?" 
IThere le a joke like this that pafies current 
: oow in France, when they fay, * I'm all 
rours, my body and means excepted,' A-kin 

this is that piece of buffoon wit among cur- 
ves J • Tm fo mudi yours, that I'm fcarcely 
my own*' 

45. A certain Sicilian, who had a fuit at law 
pending, when his tryal came on, hearing 
ipio, lord juftice of the common pleas, ask 
nobleman^ his viiilor, remarkable for his filly- 
;fs and fttiptdity, to ftand advocate for the Si- 
liaft,faid, ^^ Pray, my lord, ask him to plead 

for my adverlary, and then order me nobodv at 

altV 

Perceiving that this noble pleader was fuch an 

^regious fool, as that. If he only maintained 

le caufe bf^his opponent, the Sicilian would 

imfetf carry the plea, without the abidance 

f any council. 

46. An illiterate Athenian, who had given fre- * 

fient proofs of his valour, but more of his 

eing an ingenious artift, hearing his antagonift 

Eomife mighty .matters, in a very eJegant and 
Kdied orattofi, for that purpofe, faid, <^ Ye 
^ men of Athens, thefe things which this man 
Vol. II. H h»i 
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^ has fo magnificently difcourfed upon, I Ihall 
** nuke out in hOa" 

47. Upon the taking of Praenefte, by aflault, 
Sylla gave a peremptory order to put every aea- 
ture in it to the fword^ his hoft only excepted, 
who had done him fome good offices, which he 
was willing to acknowled|e. This braye citi* 
zen, being given to underftand, what a refolu- 
tion Sylla had taken in his favour, put himfelf ia 
a difguife, and went out of his houfe into the 
crowd, chufing rather, as he faid, ** To perilh 
*^ in the common ruin» than to become a debtor 
•* for his life to the deftroyer of his country." 

48. Some forry verfifyer, or other, having 
prefented Sylla with a book of epigrams, not fo 
well executed, as defign'd to celebrate that 
great general, Sylla order'd him a gratuity of 
fvich things as were then at fale, upon conditioa 
that he would write no more. 

He judged the poet's lucubrations worthy 0! 
fome compeniation : but tho' fo much was due 
to his defign and pains, it was conditionally, as 
he found him not bleiTed with the genius of a 
poet^ that he (bould not attempt to write aay 
more. 'Tis like a merry fellow of. my acquafnc- 
ance« who, if he falls into the hands of a bad bar- 
ber, doubles his hire,'on condition tha the Qiou-.d 
not come again. 

49. A flave, who had ran away from a Chian 
merchant, being asked. Why he left his mafter'* 
fervice i replied, *^ Becaufe that, though he has 
<< got plenty of good things, he buys up bad 
•* things for his own ufe." 

His mafter was wont to fell his fre(b»<fweet, 
prime winesj and drink himfelf four, lowjdead 
tra(h. 

JO. 
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;o. Another flave, being alked, What his 

^CT was a-doing? anfwer'd, " Waiting till 

the wine turns four/* 

J I. A man, \7ho was in purfuit of a flave that 

erted from him, feeing the rogue fneak into a 

rkhoufe, fays, *^ Is there any place elfe I 

fliould he more fond of meeting with you,than 

here ?" 

Slaves have a mortal hatred to work-houfes, 

:aufe they are dragged thither on account of 

ne heinous offences. 

52. A jocky, being asked, what was the beft^ 
anner of feeding a horfe ? Anfwer'd, '* With 

the eye of a king." 

Meaning, that a horfe is taken beft care of, if 
IS mafter has a look after him. 

53. Some-Egyptians, who were a long time ia 
irrifon, without being difcharg'd, having con- 
>ir'd to go into Ethiopia, king Pfammetichus 
'ent after them, conjuring and obtefting them, in 
ic moft prefling terms, not to dcfert their coun- 

y-gods, wives, and children ! but one of them, 
ulling out his genitals, faid, ** Wherever this 
' is, there may I have wives and children." 

54» The great men, among the ancient iE- 
yptians, had a cuftom, at their entertainments,' 
>r one to go about, holding an artificial carcafe> 
iftion'd, as near as poffible» in the refemblance 
fa real one; faying, " Whilft thou lookeft up- ' 
' on this, drink, and pamper thyself, for fuch 
* another figure (halt thou prove after death." 

Yott'may poffibly doubt of their intention, 
rtth regard to this cuftom, whether that, mind- 

K of their Aiture condition, they dcfircrf to re- 
^in themftlves from the exercifeof immoderate * 
Hcafurc : or, on the contrary, to excite one an- 
il 2 other 
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other in indulging Ceafualicies to gr^a^er exce 
on account th^y (haul(j (coa be (Jepriv'd pfi 
ufe of them by death. 

55. Ao i^gyptian porter, pncQ carrying foes 
vhat covered under a clQth, was 2sk^dy by ^ 
body who met hira^ what it was be carried !^ 
in that manner ? " U k hj4 on pu^rfofrji" ^^^ 
the other, " left you fliould know.'* 

56. A certain boy, \f ho ^y^ a fcbplar of Fii 
to, teturning home, in the vacancy, to vi£.( k 
father, faid, in a furprize, upoafeeingbhim bai 
out into, a violent fit of Uugbter, •* T never 
« ferved Plato behave fx^ !" 

Of fo much confequence it is tp be tiine; 
trained up to virtue. 

57. A'Byzantian, furprizing an acfulterei ii 
bed With his wife, a creature mifer^Iy. de^rind 
iays, *' Poor wretch ! what occafion had Sapo- 
gora for a fortune ?" - 

Signifying, that (he was fo remafkaibfy <^ 
formed, that no man would ever have cohabitei 
ivith her, wcr< he not bought over by her pof- 
tion ; but now, when (he found one, who wouli| 
be concern *d writUher, even in adultery, graliy 
what need had Oie to give a hufband her fortune,! 
having one who, without any fuch confideratioih 
t/iroula lie with her. 

58. It happened that as Livia went, abroadi 
(he met feveral young men naked upon ti)( 
ilreets, which when Auguftus was about to pu- 
ni{h feverely, Livia fpoke for them, byu^^ 
*< That it was no more to a chafie womant ^^ 
•• feeing fo many jftatues," 

59. There was one digging, that found a great 
fDafs, of money, under ground, in his gru)d>&' 
ther's hoiife, and} being fomqwl^t doubtful about 

it, 
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fi^iitdd It to the en¥perar, who wrote a mandate 
as ^ ** Ufe it." He wrote teck again, that 
e (uiin wars fnor^e than his eftate or condition 
tuld ufe. Upon M\\ch th^ emperor wrote a 
fcript thttS } " Abufe it." 
60. A ctertaijn man, happening to dream that 
5 faw ax\ egg hang (tom the tefter of his bed, 
>nimvinicatea the vifiVin to an interpreter, who 
>U him, that, on digging underneath the bed, 
e fhoyld find a treasure. The man, having foU 
>w'd his diredions, found one; and, Ivithout 
lentioti of lAeeting Mth any gold, gave ii!m a 
nail matter of the filvef , which conftituted the 
reafbre, ay an acknowledgment for the difco- 
ery ; upOtt which the interpreter faid, " What ? 
•* hdt one bit of the yolk ! '* 

The interpreter kneu^ that the dreatner found 
$old lined With fiWeti and difpofed in the fhape 
^f an egg. 

6t. A ctiiiAn jt^tfj 6r droll, was wont to 
fay,** That all the good printcs might be en- 
'* gravM in one ring." 

Meahing that, among fuch a "great number of 
emperots, there were but very few good ones. 

62. A certain king, when the crown was pre- 
fentect to him) holding it upon bis hand for fome 
time^ fays^ ** O noble, rather than fortunate 
** cloth ! for nobody, who thoroughly knew 
** thee, and perceived what dangers, anxieties 
*^ and miferies attend thee, woUld think it 
" worth his while picking thee up from off tht 
" ground !" 

03. A certain man faid, *' That the fir ft, who 
" accuftomed thfe Romans to feaftings and lar- 
•' gcflcs, was the caufe of their ruin." ' 

H 3 With 
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With this view, Cxfar Auguflus thought i 
abolifh tbefe praSices. That favour, iwhidt 
not granted with a ftncere intention of dos 
fervice, but extorted, in a manner, by gifts a« 
donations, is grudg'd, if thefe don^ionsarei 
trench'd s and if intirely lakeaaway, h tI^ 
followed with fedicions and diflurbances* 

64. Romulus, the founder of Rome, whoi 
reported to have been very fparing in the afe \ 
wine, be'ng once invited to fuppeir, drank id 
tlun ordinary, on account that he had (bme l» 
finefs* of importance to tranfa£t the next dar 

. whereupon his friends obferved to him, Tiai 
if every one drank like him, the wines wotui 
be cheaper j '* ♦' Nay, dearer," replied he, "I 
«< every one drank as much as he pleaied : fof- 
^^ driok what quantity Hike/' 

65. Porfena, admiring the invincible fi^ifitoi 
Mutlus Scaevola, who was fo exafperated at b 
own right hand, for erring in a pu(b be madcK 

.bini, that he held it in the fire till it dropt 0S1 
fays, " Mutius, now return home, to youf 
*^ friends, and • tell them, that at tbe infeint 
** you aim'd at my life, I made you a prefa 
** of your own !'* 

60. Tarquinius Superbu?, when in banifr 
ment, is reported to have (aid, ^* That it wa 
*' then he knew bis real, as well as his pre- 
** tended friends, while he was in capacity A^ 
** reward neither." 

Thofe that maintain a friendfcip out of private 
views and felf-intereft, drop it, fo foon as ib«y 
lofe the hopes that promoted it. A ftate of 
profperity begets friends, but adverflty provfi 
them. 

6-. 
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67. When Horatius returned home, bearing 
he fpoils of the three brethren of the Curatii^ 
A^hom he flew, hi^ fiflef, a virgin lady, being 
:)etrotb^d to one of the brethren in* marriage, up- 
>n knowing her hufband's fcariF, which fhe hcr- 
Felf wrought with her own hands, tore her hair, 
ind, with the bittereft lamentations, bewaiFd his 
death. Whereupon Horatius idti htr through, 
with his fword, faying, " Get you hence, with 
'• your prepofterous love, you infamous wretch ! 
** unmindful of your dead brethren, and re- 
*• gardlefs of your living brother, nay, forget- 
*' ful of your country f* 

Such is the thirft of fartie, and fo prevaUnt 
a concern for the glory of our country. 

68. When Collatinus, with a few cf hl$ 
acquaintances, came to vifit his wife Lucretia, 
after the was ravifli'd by Sextus Tarquiniu?, 
having asked her, as is ordinarv on fuch oc-' 
cations, ' Well, my Lucretia, I hope you arc 
* well?* " Not at all," rcpKes £be, *• for 
'* what way can a woman who has ioft her 
** chaftity be well ! O Collatinus, the trace* 
" of another man ftain thy bed ! yet, it is the 
*^ body alone that is violated, for the mind is 
'* ftill innocent, of which death (ball bear tef- 
'* timony!" then fnatching out a poinard, that 
Ihe kept hid, (be ftabb'd herfelf, and dropped 
down dead. 

&7. When C. Plautius, the conful, laid the 
revolution of Privernum before the fenate, who 
difier'd much in their fentiments relating to that 
affair, one of them, after much disputation 
upon the matter, at length asked the am* 
bafTadors of Privernum, what puni(hment they 
judg'd tbemfelves deferving of, for that offence I 

H 4 « That,*' 
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*' That," fays one of the ambafladors, "vk 
" they dcferve, who think thena/elves defervi^ 
*' of liberty." The conful, upon this aofwc 
fays ; but were we to pafs the puiiiihinem, wk 
fort of peace, might weexpcS from you? *M 
" you let us have a good on^^^ replies theai 
baffador, " you fhall have a faithful, laftingpcaa 
" if otherwife, a very fhort one." 

68. As the Samnites purfued the Romans, ii 
Attilius, (he conful, rode up before the zm 
and, poHing himfelf in the entrance to thecasit 
declar'd, that whatever jCbldier, whether Romafi 
or Sarnnlte, advanc'd towards the treiK/ie^ 
Ihould alike be treated as an enemy« '* Soldier,' 
fays he, '* whither go you ? You fball herein 
*' both men and arms to give you a warm r^ 
^^ ception \ nor ihall you, but as a y'lSisvrfM 
** this camp, as long as your conful lives : thcifr 
** fore take your choice, either fight yovr ^ 
'' low-citizens, or fight the enemy !*' 

69. When the Carthaginians, by an 
breach of treaty, liid fiege to Saguntuoi) ^^ 
Romuns fent an embaffy, among which was Q; 
Fabius, to Carthage, to learn whether or no fVi 
proceedings were warranted by public authority! 
and being anfwer'd fomewbat roughly by a Car- 
thaginian prince, a Roman, putting a piece of bit 
gown together, in form of a pouch, held itout» 
faying, '* Gentlemen, look ye, here we 5rinj 
*' you both peace apd war ; take which 1^^ 
*' pleafe." The Carthaginians, fliJI more fierce^ 
cried out, * That he nr.ightgive cither he liked. 
Upon that, the Roman, opening his bag, iA 
*«. We ^ive you war." The CartbagiiiiaD' 
made anfwer, ' That they accepted of it, and 
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would carry it on, with the fame refolution 
that he deliver'd it.' 

70* M'artkis Coriolanusy in the war againft: the 
olfcians^ war?, ' cni account of his condu<E^ and 
a very, during that war, allotted, 'in the divifion 
the fjJoib, to chufe for htmfelf one tenth part 
every things horfes and captives indiided, and 
as nloreover gifted by the confol, with a very 
^autifuf horfe. Whereupon he faid, '* I am 
' very glad, that my valour is approv'd of by 
the conful, and declare my thankful accept- 
ance of the fteed, as a premium" of my fbr- 
titvide : but the other things allotted me, 
which I don't loolc upon as diftinguifi^ing or- 
^ naments, fo much as mercenary accruments 
* for my condu£l, I won't accept of." 

He was contented' with a common (hare of the 
blunder : nor afk'd any extraordinary indulgence, 
'nly beggM that a certain hofpitable, courteous 
nd heneft Volfcian, taken Cc»ptive, who was 
Z^oriolanus's friend, fhould be fet at liberty. His 
iandfdnrre behaviour in rejecting the treafure, and 
remembering bis hoft, was more produ6iive df 
lis glory, man bi» great fhare of the vidory had 
^een. 

7 r. When Coriolanus way defervedly incenfed 
againil the ingrateful Romans, infomuch that he' 
was in motion with an army towards the city, 
nor could be, in the lead:, moved from his pur- 
po(e, by the perfuafions of the priefis, and em- 
baifies that were repeatedly fent tp deprecate his 
fage, his mother Veturia, and his fon's wife, to- 
gether with their children, came at length to tha 
camp, in order to intercede with him for the ci- 
(y< Upon Ceriolanus's running to embrace his 
motber>ihe flioved him away, laying, '* Stand 

■ H.s o^'p 



1 54 MISCELLANEOUS Book VI 

** ofF, till once I know, whether I am come to an 
** encmyorafon? whether I am a prifoner, or 
*• a mother in your camp.*' After thefe, and 
fuch like converTation, he tenderly embraced his 
mother; telling her, ** Mother, you have 
** ftormed and vanquifhcd my refentment, for 
•' I yield your country, though defervedly hated 
•* by me, to thcfe intreaties." 

72. Attilius Regulus, who was twice conful 
in the firft Carthaginian war, ufed to fay, ** That 
** an unwholefome country, if it fhould be the 
** moft fruitful one, ought not to be purchafed; 
*^ nor J on the other hand, (hould an unfruitfui 
** country be procured, if it was the moft wholc- 
** fome one.*' 

A country is wholcfomc to no purpofe, where 
the inhabitants may ftarvc for want of fuftenance> 
and any country is to no eiFed fertile, where the 
natives cannot live. 

73. T. Manlius Torquatus, being chofen con- 
ful, by the univerfa! confent of the people, re- 
fufed it, excufing himfelf on account of a difeafe 
in his eyes But when all the^opleinfiftedonhls 
acceptance, he fays, ** Look out, ye Romans, for 
•' fome other perfon toinveft with that honour- 
** able office: for if you oblige me to undertake 
•* it, I (hall not be able to bear your manners, 
•* nor flialJ you be able to bear my government." 

74. When C. Ftgulus put up for'conful, be 
to-^k his repulfe more to heart,on account that his 
father wae twice created confuL The next d^y 
after the ckftlon, he dHmrffed fevcral ienators 
who came to confult him, for he was a. mail per- 
fe£Hy verfed in the law, te fing them, ** AH of 
*' you know well enough how to confult me ; 
** tho* you don't know how to make me con- 
*^>fuk** 75. 
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75. A^anlius Torquatus, upon the arrival of 

embaify from Macedonia, with heavy com- 

iints againft his fon Decius Syllanus, who was 

tmmiilary of that province, begged of the fe- 

ite, that they Ihould take no refoiution upon 

at affair, till once be had precognized the mat* 

r himfelf. The fenate gave him full power to 

termine it, as he judged meet and juft ; where* 

>on he fpent two days in hb own houfe, to ex« 

nine the evidence of both parties, and, on the 

lird day, pronounced fentence in this form ; 

As it hath been proved, that my foil SyUa« 

nus hath t^ken money of the allies, I judge 

him unworthy of my family, and this re-> 

'" public, and pronounce that he (hall inftantly be 

' made away witb out of my fight.'^ 

76. A..Fi^vfus went in purfuit of his fon, 9 
landfome young man, of great parts, learning; 
nd valour, who was on his march to join Cata^ 
ine, smd,. overtaking him» carried him borne,. 
vhere, after telling him, ^^ I did not beget thee* 
^ for the ufe ol Cataline, againft thy country,. 
^ but for the ferviee of thy country againft Ca- 
^ taline,^^ he had him inftantiy put to death. 

77. The ihip, in which Granius, a praetorians^ 
quaeftor, was on board, falling i«ito the hands of 
Scipio Mefellus, who, after plundering the yetk]y 
:old the quaefior, that he would ufe all pofTible 
diligence to fave his life, GraniuB replied,. 
" Caefar's foldiers are wont to give, but never 
^^ to receive quarters." Thea fiabbed hist** 
felf with apoinard to. the heart. 

Such were the refolations and fentiments with- 
which Csefar infpired bis men ! 
.78. Gxanius, the crier, ad vifed a bad orator,, 
complaining that he bad broke his voice bypeaJp 

H 6. iog^ 
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ing, to go home, and driok cold mead ; th« s; 
vocnte made anfwer, that, in fuch a cafe,li 
would utterly Jofe his toicc s ** Better kv 
•' your voice/* replies Granius, *' th«» loic. 
«^ client." 

79. After M. AnDony had put LucttUiis s 
death, for joining Brutus and CaiBus, Volumnia 
\who was a familiar friend of LucuHus, AamenUi 
his death, without ceafingv (o thstt being carrkc 
before Antony, he fays, ** Order me imim^i' 
•' ately, to be put to death, by the body d 
•' Lucullus! fure Idon*tdefervc to^furvtvehitn 
** for I was the only motive to his joining mdt^ 
** unhappy war.*' 

80. Pompey, being once entertairtcd by I^ 
cuUus in a very magntikent houfe, fatd, ^is is i 
wonderful fair and fiatelv houfe for the fumwe^ 
but methinks it ibould be too cold for the winter. 
Lucullus anfwered, ** Don't you tbinic wt» 
*' wife as f«veral fowls be, to change my babita* 
" tion for the winter ?" 

81. It being obferved, thatC.Furius Ocfr 
nus, a freed flave, had more corn out of a fmalt 
fpot of ground, than bis neighbours reaped fro^i 
the largei^ and moil: extenfive fields, he wds vafily 
envied^ infomuch that there was a report of hh 
having procured it by witchcraft. This report, 
being induftrioufly fpread, became fo current, 
that he wat fummoned to fland tryal, and was in 
no fmali fear of being caft : when he appeared to 
t^kt his tryaU be carried all his country utenii^s 
to the forum, and brought his daughter thitber, 
being a flout healthy, and well-clothed countrf 
girl. His farming inftruments were large, and 
well made: iiich as flout fpades, ponderous 
plough' fbaresy and flurdy fleers i fo that bringing 

* thefe 
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efe atong with kitnv and bying dwrn before the 
^^fdev he iayS) ^^ Thefe are ay my wkchcrafe, 

ye Rmnafns, excepting my labours, watc*hings 

and fweatiftgs^ v^hich I can^t carry with me 

to produce in the Forum." 

£2. M. Btbtilus hax'ing lofl» ia Syrian two 
OS, y€»itiig fkieh of the moft nobk and profttifiHg 
iemS) mordered by the Gabinian foldiers ef 
£gypt, Cleopatra fent him the murderers^ bound 
V chaicis/ deHring him to puhi(b them in any 
lanner he thought proper : but he^ iending them 
»ck, uBCOttcted, to Cleopatra^ defired to tell 
ity ^^ Tb«e vengeance did not belong to him, 

but was the prnrikge of a Ronicin fetiate^'* 

S3. C^ &iilpkits9 Galkia put away his wife^for 
ping out bare-heided^ faying^ ^* The law lunits 
^ my eyes: tcr yon atone; to tham only, in re- 
^ tum» you ought to conform and coriiiiie your 
' beauties;, for them to akdmn yotirTelf ; fbr them 
^ to dr^s aid' at^uft yourlook»; but feeming 
' inclinable of appearing fo to others, muft ne- 
' cefiariiy beget at criniiosil fufpicion/' 

84/. Jim as Tiberius once entered the fenata^ 
certain parafite^ ffarting up frcwn his feat, &yi, 
^ Matters are come to &ch a pafs^ that now we 
* are under aa abfoKite Aeceffity of aiTuminc 
^ a freedom of fpdech* ■■> ■ < Afiairs- that fo ei- 
' fentially concern the public welfare, moft no 
' longer be cairay and iUently over -lodced. *— V 
\li the fenate^ upon this difcour fe, being on the 
bre; and even Tiberiui himfelf fitting with the 
itmoflr attention^ he thus prc^ceeds ; ^^ Then^ 
'^ Caefar, hear the reafgns, for which we are 
'^ loudly c^Ied upoh> to reprebeiid you, though 
'^ hitherto none have ever dared to take the li* 
" bcrty of giving this public rebuke, for the grie* 

•' vances 
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« vances, wc endure. In the firft place, you 
*« wafte yourfelf upon us; you confumeyour 
«* body with daily and nightly cares and fatigues 

** for the public welfare/' After having 

fpoke a great many fuch furfeiting and fhameful 
language, under pretence of vindicating pub- 
lic liberty, C. Severus is reported to have faid, 
•* Surefo much freedom muft ncceffarily end 
<* in this man's ruin.'* 

85. When Cato, there being a great variety 
of fentiments in the fenate upon that bead , de- 
clared it as his opinion,that the perpetual dittator- 
Ihip ought to be abolilhed, as amounting too 
much towards tyrannical government, Bibulu*, 
notwithftanding he was a declared enemy to 
Pompey, was the firft in the houfe who pro- 
pounded, that Pompev Ihould be created fole coir- 
ful ; '* For," faith he, ** by his means, the rc- 
« public will be freed from this ftorm which 
« threatens it; otherwife, he will be the heft to 
<' be governed by." ^ 

Noble foul \ who laid afidc private enmities, 
when they flood in oppofition to the public weal ! 
Cato declared, that this fentiment, coming from 
any other, challenged the greateft approbation, 
but that it was not due from him. 

86. Rutilius, as he vifited Mufonius, afted 
him, by way of banter upon his poverty, for be- 
ing fometimes obliged to borrow money, " Pray 
** tell me, Mufonius, if Jupiter Servator, whom 
«« you copy after, borrows upon ufury V* ' In- 
< deed, Rutilius,' replied Mufonius,* he takes no 

• ufury.' . , , . . 

'Tis more (hameful to take, than to gtvc, in- 

tereft. Rutilius obje6ted to him a matter of k^ 

difgracc t-han he himfelf pradifci. 
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B7. While Valerius Publicola confecrated the 
nple of Jove, in midft of the ceremony, as, 
wording to cuftom, he grafped the door pofls 
th his hands, Marcus, bis brother, all of a Aid- 
ci^ addrefled him with a melancholy piece of 
vys, faying, ^ O conful ! thy Ton is dead of a 
iiftemper that rages in the camp/ Publicola, 
ing no way diiturbed, while all the reft were in 
; utmoft amazement, made anfwer, << Then 

throw his carcafe any where j" and with great 
emnity went on with the dedication. 
This report was without foundation, purpofe- 
propagated, to prevent his going on with the 
remony,. in order that the honour of perform- 
g it might devolve to another. 

S8. M. Livius, upon routing Afdrubal, told 
me perfons, who infifted that he fhould purfue. 
e enemy, and cut them oflF to a man, ** Nay,. 

let fome efcape, to report the news of ourvic* 

tory to the reft/* 

89. Varro, thecollegue of Paulus, for having, 
irvived the battle ©f Cannae, where the Roman 
rmy was cut to pieces, refufed the honours that 
ic people voted to confer on him, faying, 
' The commonwealth hath need of more for- 
^ tunate magiftrates/* 

For all he was a man of the moft unblemifhed 
eputation, yet he wanted to punifli hijpfelf for 
he misfortune that accompanied his govern- 
nent. 

90. Curius> upon routing the Sabihcs, being,, 
)y decree of the fenate, vefted ina larger portion 
)f lands than was generally allotted for decayed 
roldiers, rejefied it, contenting himfelT with the 
Itke Ibare which fell to the lot of the reft, faying,, 

1 . **^ Hie 
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^* He muft be a bad citizen, who wont be& 
•• ficd with what fuffices the reft/' 

91. L. Craflus, the orator, when he vtbs a 
ibr, had a murena that he ta'med and tnade vi ; 
fond of him. Th's fi(h dyed, and Craflus ^\ 
faid to Weep for it. One day falling in conte; 
tion with Cn. Dbmitius, his coUcgue, in the i: 
ntrte, Doihitius faid, * Foolifh Craflus, you wt: 

* for your murena/ ** That is more,*' repV;. 
Craflbs, ** than you did for both your wives. 

92. L. Craflus being afked once, by a im: 
that intended to call upon him the next moroim 

* Sir, ffiall I be troublefome to you, if I happai 

* to call pretty early to- morrow?' ^'^ By ?i 
^ means," replied Craflbs ;^ Then,' fays r:| 
other, ' you order me to wake you before daj. 
" VVhat/' fays Craflus, again, ** did not youtdl 
^ tn^i jiift now^, that you would not be troublq 
« fome/' 

To call at hi^ houfe> would not be troublirr^ 
the orator : but to difturb him too foon in ihc 
nwrning, would be troubling him. The dicB^ 
^nted to come early the next morning to con- 
fult him. I 

93. Scipio Nafica, coming to vifit Eimiusthe 
poer, and having knocked at the gate, a(ked th( 
maid, who came to open the door, if Erniius wai 
at home? The maid told him, he was not. K2- 
iica, knowing well enough that the poet was 10, 
the houfe, but had given orders to be denied) | 
walked home, without taking any further no- 
tice. S6me few days after, Ennius, coming ta 
the houfe of Nafica, enquired at the door, if Na- 
fica was within ? •* No, he h not," replies Na-. 
fiea himfclf, froni within. What,- fays Ennius, 
doo't I know yottr voice? «« Arc not you/' re- 
plies 
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plies Nafica, ^ an imfwdeat fcUowv who d»n't 
^^ believe m} felf» thoi^h I, foine 'days ago, hav* 
'* uif alked for yoo:, believ«d your maid ?" 

94. Naiica, hearing fonie pcrfon fay, Sure the 
Roman ftate (hall now remain in the greateft fe- 
Gurity, Jedng febe Cartb^g^iaas aredeftroyed, 
and the Greeks carried away captives» faith, 
'< Nay, 'tis now that we are in the greateft dan- 
** ger, fince there is no nation remaining, that 
" wc {hall cither fear, or revere/' 

He juftly perceived, that our enemies are oc* 
cafiooaliy of the greateft advantage to us, by 
keeping us on our guard, and by means of wboift 
we can't think oumves fecur^ while we are ia 
* negligent pofture of afFaiiv. 

95, Nafica, when he fet up for edile, bap^ 
peningy as all Ibe candidates are wont^ to take a 
labourer 1^ the band, which feeling hard, 
asked the poor man, '* If he walked upon his 
" hands ?" The ruftic tribe were fo offended al 
this affront, fufpcAing that he upbraided them 
with their poverty, that they occaftoned bis being 
rejeded. 

96. C* Gracchus faid to a debauched, effemi- 
nate man, who refleAed upon his mother Cor- 
nelia, ^^ Doft thou dare to cenfure Cornelia, who 
*^ bore Tiberius ? With what front canft thou 
" compare thyfelf to Cornelia ? Haft thou 
" brought forth children as ibe has done ? and 
'* yet there is not a citizen in Rome, but knows 
^^ that tbt bas been longer without a man, than 
" a man bas been without tbeeP' 

97, The Roman people, hearing Carbo pro^* 
mtfe fomewhat, which he confirmed by an ex- 
ecrable oath, fwore, in their turn) ^^ That they. 

^' would not truft bhix " 

Good 
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Good men eafily gain credit, though the| 
don't fwear to it ; but inconftant mea are no) 
credited, even if they aver their aflertion by ail 
<»th, as Menander has iu 

Some orators perfuade in vain : 
Tbey credit by their manners gain. 

q8. Midas, having taken old Silenus prifonef[ 
asked him, what was the happreft circucnftane^ 
incident to the condition of man ? Silemxs, be^ 
ing a long time filent, was at hift prevailed on HI 
fpeak, and declared, ^* That the happfeft e\ eit 
** incident to human nature, is never to havtf 
** been born ; and the next Qiould be rated 111 
•' much the happier, the (horter they lived, hcmg i 
^* born;'' he, by this reply, procured his li- 
berty. 

9Q. The hgufe of Julius Drufus foy open on 
all udes to the view of the neighbours, iwhich i 
inconveniency an artificer propofed to remedy,! 
fo as not to be fubje<5l to the view of any other 
houfe around it, fpr the value of five talents. 
Drufus told him, ** Nay, I would rather give 
** you ten talents, to render my houfe fo,- as to 
•' lie perfpicuous throughout, to the view of eve- 
*' ry body, infomuch as that not only the neigh- 
^* hours, but all my fellow citizens might be 
•* able to infped the manner in which I live." 

loo. As M. Servilius ftarted up to oppofe a 
bill, brought in by M. Pinarius, in order to pafs 
into a law, he fays, ^^ Come, tell me, Pinartus, 
*^ if I was to fay ought againft you, will you re- 
** vile me, as you are wont to do others ?" * Juft 

as 
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I as tbou fowcft,' zntwets Pinartus, < muft thotf 
\ txftSt to reap. ' 

,. Meaning, that if he abu&d, lie might tXped 
to be treated in the like manner. 

loi. Libofaid to Servilius Galba, when doil 
thou refolve to quit thy bed, Galba? << When 
" thou refolveft to quit other people's bed' 
^ chambers," retorted Galba. 

162. C« Fabritius, by his fiifirage, made P# 
Cornelius conful, being accounted a moft cove- 
ttm and pilfering wretch, otherwife a brave and 

fe;ellent commander. When, after his e}e£)ion, 
melius, according to cuftom, thanked Fabri- 
|us, telling him, that he was due him a great 
fttny thanks, for making him conful, on fuch a 
itical dccaiion, in the neat of a dangerous and 
dj( war, without any regard to tl^ir former 

erence : Fabritius made anfwer, *^ Sir, you 

have no manner of reafon to thank me, if I 
^* chofe rather to be rifled, than fold.*' 

We are rifled by thieves, and they are fold who 
are takdn prifoners in war. He favoured the in'* 
tereft of his enemy, becaufe be hoped, that, by 
bis dexterity, the Romans would be prevented 
from falling into the power of their enemy. 

103. Livius Salinator, marching out of the ei« 
ty to give Afdruhal battle> was admoniihed by 
Fabius Maximus, not to engage the enemy be<^ 
fore he was apprized of his ftrength, and ac-^ 
quainted with his hitentions; to which he re- 
plied, *< That he would take the firft opportu- 
*' nity of giving him battle ;'^ and, when asked 
the reafon ^of fuch precipitancy, replied, •* That 
^^ I may, as foon as poifible, triumph over the 
'' vanquished enemy, otherwife, that I may 

rjeap 
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^* reap the picalure of ^ibwiAg a gtooal 
•* vock among my fellow-citizens." 

ForttttKie ti^ ktkntBoent conftitHted tiie nl 
of this reply. The b/apt9 of gtoiy proin) 
him on the okie fide^ «nd the refttemiiraaci 
kis injuft accufati^n ta the other. 

104. Q* OpimhiS, the conful^ wfao^ whe 
youth, was infamouily fpoke of, upbraidit^ 
lediek-y of ^giltits, a witty fntert fcllbw, 
tbo' he bad the flppearance of ohe, was Jio 
aiinate man, fays^ * i^gilta, my pretty 

* When (hall you come to vifit me^ fpi 

* at jour diftaff? ^^ Upon my word, 
replied .^ilius '^ I dare not vjfit you, for 
** mother enjoined nke ne^er to go lug^aii 
^^ famous woman.'* 

The one pretended to be talkmg to a 
man, arJ the other, perfonating that; 
turned 'the preteniion into the greateft 
cule. 

105. His fon asked Nevius, ^ Father, k 
< comes it about that yow wcepf " 'Tisw 
*< ftrange,'' re{^lied the old man, ** feeing 1 
*< condemned, that I don't fmg," 

The peeviih old man 'was fretted for beii 
asked the queftion, why hd wept f As if 
man fentenced to die, ftiould rather fmg, tli 
weep. Jufl as if one was to ask a fick 
why be fighed, or laid down i 

io6. M. Scaurus, being aacufed from the r< 
tra, for receiving money of king Mithridati 
to betray the Roman ftate, pleaded his 
caufe thus; ** Metbinks," fays be, <»'Tisv« 
•« ry unjuft, ye Romans, that I ftould be ac 
** countable to one nationi for nly manner c 
^* life in another. But fmce Varius Sucroneij 
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r3j:% that, &4- M^'iiim&csmw wmhiiimi 

l>eti:ay t|^e cqnapK>nwe4(h., ?^^d M. i£mi- 

s Scaumis deai^s» being con^ero^ ki ajijr 

^H ^rime,, I ih^l aul^^ Md ta yk, M$bieh 

tfac tm> do you b«U«T^?'' 
ft iff Qii^ n^^mis tb^ a^^<^f> 9iMl At pcr- 
iccufed, the people rejedled the hnpesicll^ 

>7^ C. i^liwbL Wng tii^dj, by tfc^ itpCffiro^ 
s of an infiunous honfcvi diat he w»s-adt(^ 
it SCK b^ %9[^j^. i^iedi " By H«FCufcs, 
lou art a credit to thy family." 
r this was faid of a good man, come of a 
i family, it muft be admitted as no fmall 
omium upon him : but if it is fpoke of a bad 
1I9 d.'fcended from a forry family, 'tis in that 
s the moft grievous and fevere reproach. 
108. Pomponius, being taken covered all over 
h wounds, and brought before Mithridates, 
s asked by the king, if be would be his friend, 
cafe he had taken care to have him cured of 
> wounds ? ** If thou wilt be a friend to the 
Romans,'' replied Pomponius, ** then fhall I 
be thy friend." 

1 09. Spurina, the fouthfayer, warned C. Cae- 
r, to be aware of going abroad on the calends 
' March, becaufe of the. great danger that 
ireatened him before they were over. The 
rft day of thefe calends, Caefar, as he went to 
le fenate, meeting accidentally with Spurina, 
lith, * What fay'ft thou now, Spurina, the ca- 
lends of MikrtH are come.' ** So they are/' 
eplies Spurina, *^ but not gone." 
That very day Cae&r was ailaffinated. 
no. While Pompey loboured mudi under 

the public envyt on account of bis exorbiunt 

power 
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power,a certain perfon, looking at his leg, wix 
by reafon of a wound upon rt, was fwathed ra 
with a linnen bandage, or fillet, faid, " Q 
*< refert ubi geftet diadema, in capite, an mc 
** re ?'* i. c. ** What matters it, how he w 
'* the crown, whether upon hb head, or upoo 
« leg ?" 

A white fafb or turbant, in manner of aftn 
round their head, was, among the ancients, 
badge of royal dignity. 

The word diadema imports a fwath, or fail 



M I S C E L 



I »67 J 



CELLANEOUS APOPHTHEGMS 



OF THE 



GRECIANS. 



AL C I B I A D E S, having refufed an 
invitation from Anytus, a friend of 
to fupper, after drinking heartily at his own 
re, had a good mind for foihe meat. Where* 
ti he unexpectedly rufhed, together with his 
ants, to the houfe of Any tus, where, (landing 
the dining-room door, he ordered his fervants 
:arry away the diftes off the table, home to 
own houfe; ^nd having taken half the 
wiiions got ready, went away. As theguefts 
nplained loudly of this rude and haughty vio- 
iceof Alcibiadjes, Anytusfaid, *^ That indeed 
he behaved with great humanity, in leaving 
to him half thofe visuals, when he might have 
taken away the whole." 
1 1 2. Denudes the orator, faid, upon the death 
Alexander, ** That the Macedonian army, de- 
prived of their prince. Teemed to him like a 
cyclop," 

Meaning that a mob of foldiers, without a vi- 
ilant and wife leader, were of no ufe. Such was 
olyphemus the cyclop, upon the lofs of his eye : 
or his prodigious ftrength and gigantic bulk 
rcre of no manner of fervice to him. 

i»3- 
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IZJ. Demadesy feeing kingPhilip, in hbc 
dance in the midft of a crowd of prifoners 
ipfiilt theif caUmilf , mad* no fcnple to teU 
<* Seeing fortune, O king> has put it in 
** power to perfonate Agamemnon, are not 
•* afhamed of the a^iion^ of Therfitcs f* 

That firiking rebuke had fo aiFeded the 
that it occafioned a total reformatioa in bis 
of life. 

f 14* ^ the Atbenuins w«re relolviiigto 
Alexander, Demades called out in the a/Ie 
*« Take heed, gentlemen, left, while you 
'^ heaven, you naay not k)& thceaitb;" 

Alexa^ider aimedf at oioBaccbv ; 'twas ni 
lous in them to pretend of dii^iing bearcE 
gift to suiother perfon« when they were no^ 
to nuintain their tide to their own country. 

115. Onomadiemus,thcChian, after vanquiilK 
the adverfe fadtony while ibme were of 
that they (bould be toially banUhed the city, 
anfwer> ^^ That woukl^ by no meaas> b% 
** dient: for," continued he-,.' " I ai& 
*^ that if all our enemies wese once b&iiiihMl,^ 
^* fhould &U Otuty'afid differ among^eurfchro. 

Indicating the. nature of the (udltilude to 
fuchf as that, if they have no common e^ea 
upon whom they may exerciie the malida 
principle in human nature, then they will invd^l 
and fall foul one of another. 

ijb. One day, as Paufaniast kingofSparti 
boafted much of his own actions, and by mfi 
ridicule^ defired Simonider to give Urn m 
grave admonition or other -, the philoApber, ^ 
length, told him, ^^ I admoniib tfaet to remeoj 
** her that tbou art a man*'* 

117. Simonides being once objofiei to 61 

oukii^ 
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:ing money of his writingSvJQCofely replied, 
[ bave two cofFers at home, one for keeping 
noney, the other for receiving thanks : the 
'ormer I always find full ; but the other flili 
empty." 

[ 1 8. Being wont to traverfe among all nations 
Greece, in order, by writing panegyrics up- 
them, to coxe them out of fome' money, he 
5 asked the reafon why he never tampered with 
; Theffalians ? ^« Nay,'* faith he, thefe are too 
fluptd, to be deceived by me/* 
Thofe that defign to carry on an inipoAure» 
rch for the ftupid and ignorant to pradtife up- 
: but fuch as were fo egregioufly ftupid, as not 
be able Co comprehend the genius and wit of his 
»ems, and muft confequently have no ambition 
have their names tranfmitted to pofterity, 
»uld not be impofed on by him. 
119. When he was aflced, how it came about, 
at a man) fo extremely old as he was, fhould 
r fo ftudious of making money? " Becaufe,'* 
ith he, " I chufe rather to leave it to my ene- 
mies, when I dye, than to want friends while 
I live.** 

Reproving the inconftancy of human friend- 
lip, for men, having obtained what they defire, 
am negligent about a friend. But, as' long as 
bey have any expeflations from bim, they are 
aftly obfequious to, and obferving of, him. 

1 20. Simonides being asked, what was mod 
o be defired, riches orwifdom? ** That is,** 
aid he, ** a hard queftioti to be refoly'd, for I 
^^ have feen a great many wife men make their 
" court to the rich.** 

121. Being asked, by Hiero, what he thought. 
^God, he asked a week's time to conflder of it; 

Vol. II. i at 



lyo MISCELLANEOUS BookVL 

at the week's end, he asked a fortnight ; at the 
forcnigh*/s end, a month. At which Hiero won- 
dering, Simon ides told him, *^ That the longec 
* * he thought of God, the more incomprehenfible 
•< he found him !" 

122. Lycurgus, the orator, being objeded to 
by fome perfon, in having, by a good round. fum, 
refrued bis charader from infamy, never de- 
nied the charge, and, inftead of clearing himfeif, 
called out, a» loud as he was able, faying, ^^ Ye 
^* men of Athens, my defamers, notwithftanding 
** I have been, for fo many years, in the fer- 
^^ vice of this republic, accufe me, not of having 
*« taken, but given away, money !" 

123. Thucydides being asked by Arcbidamu«, 
king of Lacedemonia, whether be or Pericles 
^as \\6lqx at the exercifmg ground ? ^' After I 
*< overthrew the man, at fair combating," re- 
plied Thucydides, ** he denied the fall : therc- 
*• fore he conquers, for he overthrew the fpcc- 
*« tators, even to his own contentment." 

Thucydides meant, that he himfelf was fupe- 
r^or at the afTembly, by fair argument, but inti- 
mated, that Pericles, by the force of his elocu- 
tion, could drive the populace as he fancied, in 
confequcoce of which, he came oiFvi£h>r. Thu- 
cydides, being a very able politician, ftood much 
in the way of Pericles. Archidamus.called (he 
ajTembly, the exercifing ground. 

124. Darius, having invaded the Scythians, 
with his whole fdrce, kept purfuing them, while 
they inceflantly fled, till they arrived upon the 
utmoft defarts, where, at length, the king fent 
a herald at arms, to know, from themfelves, 
when it was they intended to have done flying? 
They anfwered, " That they had ocithtr fields, 

villages, 
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* villagcsjor cities, of their own, to contend for. 
'* But when they reached the monuments of 
'* their parents, then fhould Darius know, how 
" the Scythians were wont to fight/* 

125. Anaximenes .of Lampfacus, was Alex* 
inder's tutor, and highly in his favour ; this An-^ 
aximenes, having heard, that Alexander had 
refolved to dedroy the city Lampfacus, uenc 
away to try if he could divert him from that 
deadly refolution. Alexander, hearing that he 
was coming towards him, and not without 
fome inkling of his bufmefs, fwore, in the pre- 
fence of his officers, that whatever Anaxime- 
nes fhould dedre, he would do the clear contrary : 
that word wa^ no fooner out of his mouth, but up' 
comes Anaximenes^ The king treated him with 
his ufuai manner of grace and refpe£t, and asked 
httn, as if, by the by. What brought him thither^? 
•* I am come," fays he, ** to rcqueft and beg of 
*^ Alexander, that he would put Lampfacus to 
*' fire and fword, raze it to the ground, w.i(hout 
** iparing age, fex, or quality !^" Alexander was 
fo exceedingly pleafed to find hinifelf fo artifici- 
ally difcharged of this raih and bloody oath^ that 
he pardoned both ctty and people. 

126. Alexander, upon confulting the oracle. 
Was admonifhcd to order the fitfl he met with,, 
after he went out at the gate of the city, to be 
put to death. The firft he met was a man 
(ii^ving an afs ; whereupon he inunediately gave 
orders for the poor driver to be feized, who, ask- 
ing what he had committed, worthy of death, 
was given to underfiand, that (tich and fiich were 
the orders of the god. - *^ Well," replies he, 
'^ pleafe your majelTy, let that be the cafe, the 

I 2 •* oracle 
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*' oracle could never mean me, for the afi w«l 
** the firft that met with your majefty," 

T he driver was behind the afs, otherwife W 
had not followed it. Alexander wa$ Co d^l'tghtci^ 
ivith this interpretation,that, in place of themaji, 
he killed the afs. 

127. CrcefuS) king of Lydia, being taken pri- 
foner by Cyrus, made ufe of the following argu- 
ment, to prove that peace was preferable to war. 
** ' In time of peace," faid he, *' the children bu- 
** ry their parents ; but, on the contrary, in time 
*' of war, the parents bury their children.'* 

128. Croefus, feeing the Coldiers of Cyrus^ run- 
ning up and down through the city, asked what 
they were about ? Cyrus replied, why they plun- 
der your city, and prey upon your riches. ** Not 
** at all," fays Crccfus,'* there is none of it mine, 
** 'tis your majcfty's own city, and treafures 
** they pillage." 

This fayipg fo a^ded Cyrus, that inftandy he 
put a fiop to pillaging. 

129. As Cambyfes compared himfdf to. his 
father Cyrus, and his friends maintained that he 
was far preferable to his father, Crcefus. faid, 
*< That he was not to be put in competition 
'^ with his father, becaufe h« had not yet left a 
*' fon behind him." 

Judging it no inconfiderable benefit to the 
ftate, befides behaving himfelf as an ill uftrious ge- 
neral, and a brave man, to have beget his own 
likenefs, for the benefit of his country, 

1 30. As the Athenians were in a. vaft uproar, 
and confufion, ,in the play*houfe, becaufe of an 
offence they had taken at foisie fentiment in a 
tragedy ^of Euripides, then in rehearfal, and of- 
ten called out for the poet to alter it, Euripides, 

fteppinj 
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ilepping from behind the fcenes, fays, " I am 
" wont to write my pfays from a motive of 
" teaching the people, not from any expectation 
" that they Ihall teach me." 

This learned man, confcious of his own parts 
and merit, defpifed the judgment of the multi* 
tude. 

131. As Euripides regretted to Alceftides, the 
tragedian, that it was with the utmoft pains and 
difficulty he could, in-the fpace of three days, fi- 
nifli three verfes, Alceftides, on the contrary, 
boafted that he could, with the greateft eafe, 
write an hundred verfes in one day, *' Yours/' 
fays Euripides, *' are only of three days duration, 
'* but^mine (hall bft for ever." 

132. One, feeing A^exIS the poet, now worn 
out 'With age ind infirmities, walking abroad, 
when fcarcely he was able to trail one foot after 
another, asked him, what he might bedoing ? 
** Why ?'* faith he, " I am, ftep by ftcp,a dy- 
*' ing." 

Signifying that old men can't be Taid to live,fo 
properly, as to be gradually dying. 

* 33- Menander is (aid to have wrote a hun- 
dred and five comedies, of all which he. was vic- 
tor only in eight. It happened that, accidentally 
nieeting Philemon, bywhom,through the partiality 
of the people, he was oftentimes vanquifhed, tho* 
a man far fliort of being a match for Menander, 
he fays, ** Now, Philemon, pray tell me ingenu- 
** oufly, don't youblufh, whenever you conquer 
•* me ?'' 

*Tis the conquered that are wont to blufli, but 
Menander judged, that to vanquifh in the man- 
ner Philemon did, was fufficient matter to blufh 
at. 

I 3 '34' 
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134. Philippides, the comic poet, was a pecu- 
liar favourite of Lyfimachus, who, willing to give 
him a proof of his friendfnip, by difpenfing feis 
liberality, asked him, Philippides, what, of all in 
my pofleniony would you incline that I impart to 
you ? . *' Any thing you pleafe, fir,'* replied the 
poet, ** providing it is not a fecret/' 

Signifying, that there is nothing more dange* 
rous than being acquainted with the fecrets of 
great men ; for if you happen to blab them out, 
your neck pays for it : beQdes, in fad, they have 
a private pique at thofe they know are confcious 
of fuch matters as they would not like to have 
reported. 

135. A6lius, the poet, being afked, why be 
did not plead caufes, feeing he could write fuch 
excellent tragedies ? ** Bccaufe/* fays he, " in 
** tragedies, I may fay what I will : but, at the 
^^ bar, my antagonift would fay feveral things I 
*' ibould have the lead will of." 

In dramatic drfcourfes, a writer may throw 
lArhateyer he has a mind to, in the mouth of the 
perfons in the drama, but it happens otherwifein 
m tters of judgment. 

136. Antg'nide?, the Theban, faid to bis 
fcholar Ifmenias, as he fung with great fkill aod 
propriety to the people, notwith (landing he met 
with little i^pplaufe, ** Sing to me, and die 
•* mufes !" . 

Advifing him,to look with contempt upon the 
judgment of the ignorant multitude, feeing a 
confcioufnefs of his ov/n merit and capacity was 
reward, in abundance, for the dexterity of his 
art. 

137- When Leo, the Byzantian, was in- 
peached by his fellow- citizens, fo me were very 

eartieft 
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arneft in adviiing him to &y over to the enemy ; 
>ut he, having mounted the defk, to harangue 
:he people5 fays. '* My countrymen, I chufe ra- 
'** ther to be kiNcd by you, than to bekUled wilh 
^* you/' 

1 38. At fomebbdy, that was hunch-backed, 

upbrauded him for his bleared eyes, Leo replied^ 

** *Xis humane in you to throw his infirmity in 

*• otne's teeth, when you yourfelf carry Numefis^ 

*' (the goddefs of revenge) upon your back." - 

He termed that infirmity^ with which the re- 

Yiler might, in his turn^ be reproached, Numefis* 

1 19. Asi£fchyhjs, the tragedian, viewed the 

Ifthmian g^mes, it happened, that one of the 

chainpions was killed, upon which the whole 

theatre kept roaring out, O Chian, thou haft 

Ihriji Jove. *' See," fays -ffifchylus, " the man- 

*^ ners of mankind ! the man flain is quite filent, 

•f while the fpeSators are roaring/' 

'Tis thofe hurt who are heard to cry out, by 
reafon of their pain ; here, on the contrary, the j 

pained was filent, and thofe that were not hurt | 

kept bawling. 

140. Pythoy the Byzantian orator, was a 
man prodigioufly fat and clumfey, fo that, ;is he 
-went once to harangue the people, .with a } 

defign to quiet and appeafe fome civil commotion I 

among them, his very appearance, joined to the 
habitude of his body, inftantly raifed a geileral 
laugh. But he, making his own ufe of this fneer, > 

faith, ** What is it you laugh at, my fellow- cf- { 

^^ tizens ? for all I am of fuch an unweildy fize, I 

^^ I have a wife much luilier than myfelf, and j 

^' yet we agree fo well, that one bed holds us i 

*^ both : but if we differed, one houfe (hould not t 

I 4 ^^ contain ! 
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" contain us." With this prologue he. bcgz 
his oration. 

141. Py tho hearing the Athenians expreis tbd: 
' admiration of him, for his fuccefsful. exploits, ark 

extoll his bravery in killing Cotys the king. 

he fiiys, '* Praife and admirition fcweiong only ic 

** the gods, who have been the authors of thu 

* ' glorious deed : for I was but a tool, and die 
, *^ nothing elfe, than apply my hand, and ufe mj 

•' endeavour." 

The event of every thing is in the hand of 

God, ai^d praife is only due to him, if our endea- 
» vours fucceed : but^ in the interim, he dennnci 

our endeavours. 

142. When Thrafybulus, with a iinall parti 
• of men, attempted to deliver Athens from die 

dominion of the thirty tyrants, one ofthofeivb 
were privy to the deftgn, faid, ' Wliat tbanb 
* fhall Athens be due to you, in cafe you procure 
« her liberty ! * *< May the immorti^ gods 
" grant," faith Thrafybulus, ** that I may ap- 
*^ pear to dtfcharge what I am due to Athens 1" 
Me'aning, that none was able to requite the 
courte fy due by him to his country, even^as be 
to lofe his life in her caufe. 

143. As Gorgias, the rhetoridan, was ^ing 
to read an oration upon concord, to the Greeks, 
at the Olympics, one Melanthus fays, ** Here 

'^^ is a fellow, that is going to read an eflay to 

^* us upon univerfal concord, when he has been, 

*^ moft part of his life, perfuading himfelf, his 

*^ wife, and maid, to live all three peacaUy to* 

** gether, and has not yet&cceeded/' • 

144. Theodorus, the Athenian, fimamed 
(a^ee^-,) the atheift, ufed to fay, *' Thathe dif- 
** tributed his dodrines to his hearers with the 

" right 
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^ right, but that tHey received them with the 
« left hand." 

Meaning that they applied bis precepts to wrong 
mrpofes. 

145. Theramenes, one of the thirty tyrants^ 
leing the only man who efcaped unhurt out of a 
loufe which fell upon feveral perf^ns, whd 
ivere there at fupper, broke out into this excla- 
mation, on his being judged happy on that ac- 
count ; *' O Fortune," fays he, " for what oc- 
'* cafion doft thou preferve me ?" 

This wife man prefaged that he was not pro 
ferved, but rcferved for a greater calamity. For 
fome (horc time after he was put to death. 

1 46. The faying of Jafon, the Theff^lian, by 
which he was wont to vindicate his condud), to 
fuch as he oiFered any violence, or moleftation, 
is a celebrated one ^ *' A man," faid he, ^^ that 
^' inclines to be a Arid obferver of equity^ in 
*' matters of importance, muft not ftick to zA 
^^ unjuftly, in affairs of lefs confequence." 

As, in time of war, in order toprotedl the 
public weal, the corn-fields and houfes of fcveral 
Jubje^ls, muft occaiionally be deflroyed. 

147. Cleon, having determined to take upon 
him the adminiftration of the ftate, declared, 
" That he diverted himfelf of every tie 
^' of friendship, becaufe it oftentimes barred 
'^ princes from diTcharging impartially the feve« 
" ral duties of government." 

1 48. Stratonicus, the muiician, being an Athe- 
nian by birthy was no lefs eminent for his plea- 
fant and witty .fayings, than celebrated for his 
(kill in mufic. Before he went to bed, he would 
fay tahi» boy,, ** Come, boy, pour. me put fome 

I 5 ** wine: 
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** wine : not that I am a-diy, but to prevents 
•* being diy.*' 

149. Having n)et9 upon exhibiting 2 fpecime: 
of his art at Rhodes, \»ith not fo much as a (m 
g|e ex predion of apptaufe, or approbation, k 
marched ofF, faying, ** Since you don't vouchfas 
* me thacgratificattony which is atteiKied wil 
*^ no manner of expence, how can i hope iJ 
•• any reward from you ? 

1 50. Being once engaged in a warm drb23 
with king Ptolemy, in point of his profefiion, he 
fa^s, ^^ O kmg, the fceptre is one inftrumeciJ 
'* and the bow another." 

]nfinuating» that it was not confiftent with iFr 
dignity of a prince, to be heard diiputing^ upoa 
the arc of mutic^ with a nuificiam 

151. Being at Seriphu$^ a fmall ifland in the 
Egean fca, he alked his hoft, wh^t the reA)^ 
wsK that the men of that country were ordered 
fur tranfportation f The man told hrm, that ge- 
nerally wicked and flagitious men were puniflied 
with banifliment. *' What is the matter then," 
iays he) ^*^ that you don't commit fomeflagitiois 
*^ ad, or other, that fo you may get out of th* 
«* ftrait place ?"' 

'153. He would teH the Rhodtans, when be 
was among them, taxing thefe iflanders 'with lux* 
ery and debauchery, ** You build your houfcj 
«^ as if yoii were immortal : but devour viSuab 
•* as if you were but fliort*lived animals/' 

People arc greedy in the enjoyment of fuch 
things as they know they ibaH foen be deprived 
of. 

153. Stratonicus feid, « Tbait he wondered 
«^ hoy^.the mother of Satyrus^^ the fophiAer, 

» ihouU 
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'^ fliould bear him ten months, when there was 
** never acouncry could bear him ten days !" • 

154. He told one Minnacus^ a blackfmith, 
v^hodifputed with him upon mufic, ** What ?" 
faith he, ^* Don't you advert, that you talk over 
** the hammer ?'* 

This is like the celebrated faying of Apelle^, 
< Let the cobler fiick to his laft." 

155. Meeting an acquaintance, who happened 
to have hb flioes neatly bruflied up, he told him, 
** Sure your flioes had never looked fo well, had 
•* you not cleaned themyouriblf.*' 

156. Happening to come to Miletus, which 
began, at that time, firft to be inhabited, bjr 
f)range:s, and obferving all t)ie fepulchres in-* 
fcribed with the names of ftrangers, he fays^^' 
** Come, come^ boy, let us pack ofF hence; 
*' not fo,much as one of the natives dye here, itl 
*' feems they are all foreigners who dye in thi» 
** place." 

157. Seeing a chapel beautifully adorned with 
gifts and offerings, clofe to a bad dirty bath, fronr 
which he, after having bathed himfelf, came our 
quite dirty, '* 'Tis no matter of wonder," fays 
he, '^ if there be many tables hanging up there ^: 

whoever^ I fuppofe, waflies in it, hangs up ^ 
table, as a memorandum of his efcape." 
Alliiding to thofe faved from (bipwreck, who 
afterwards paid their vows to» Neptune.. 

1 58. When he left the city Heraclea^ as he 
walked round, viewing the gates and walls,^ one 
a&ked him, why he went round- the town in that 
manner ? " I am afliamed," replies he, ** left I 
*^ ihould feem to come ont of the ftews/' 

Animadverting upon the corrupt prafiices of 
thiitcity. 16 159* 
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I S9* He toW fomc people that he was dr^ 
ing with, at Maronia, that, were he led bliij 
fold through the cky, he couW always tell vj 
faced htm; fo, being led about in th«inan« 
he was »sM> what faces you now ? •' A tavcrr 
replies he. 

Intimating, that the whole city was notbii 
clfe than one tavern, fo that to whatever pan 
turned bis face, he knew he muft face a tavcn 

1 60. Having carried away the prize from fo3 
muficians, among the Sicyonians, who content 
cd with him at the cittern, he cotifecrated am 
phy in the temple of iEfcuIapius, with this ifr 
fcription upon it; ** In memory of the figct 
*' deliverance of Stratonicus, from wretcisi 
** harpers." 

161. As his boy kept wrangling witb the bat^ 
keeper of a bagnio, at Phafelis, about the price e 
bathing, on account it was cuftomary fcr 
ftrangers to pay more than citizens, he called cut 
to him, '* You young rogue, would you make 
*^ me a Phafelitan, for the value of another half- 
*♦ penny ?" 

Phafelis v^as a country he much abhorred, oa 
account of its fordidnefs, for the inhabitants were 
wont to facrifice fak-fi(b, without any blood, to 
the gods. 

162. Asfome perfon was very lavifli in praifing 
Stratonicus, with a view to coxe him oat of fomc 
money, he faith, ** Nay, I am only a greater 
•* beggar myfelf.'* 

Meaning, that it was not the manner of muii* 
ciians to give, but, on the contrary, to receive 
money from.fuch'as liked^ and praifed, their mu- 
fic* 

165 • 
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163. Going down to <a well at Pella, he asked^ 
' the water was worth drinking ? thofe, who 
j^ere at the well, replied. Sir, we drinJc it. 
'" Nay, then,*' fays he, ** it is not drinkable. "^ 

T'hofe, who drew the water, looked pale aad 
[leagre : this he took for an argument of bad 
ealth, which might be occafioned by their 
r inking that water. 

164. Hearing the mother of king Timotheus, 
Tying out, in the^angs of chiU-bearing, he iaid, 
' Alas ! what groans would (he utter now> 
* were (he in travail -to bring forth an artificer, 
^ inftcad of this god ?" 

Ridiculing the furfeiting flattery of fome, who 
attributed divinity to the male children of kiogs^ 
iK^hen the groans of a woman % in travail of a 
king, are equally miferabfe with that of one in 
travail of a plebeian. 

Stratonicus himfelf wasan artificer's ion. 

165. Stratonicus had the nine mufes, with »i 
Apollo, painted in his fchool, and, having but 
two fcholars, was asked, bow many fcholars 
have you got ? Stratonicus, ** Why,*' faith he, 
'^ I have juft twelve, including the gods..'' 

166. Stratonicus obferving, at Malifia, that 
there were a great many temples, and but a very 
few inhabitants, in the place, he went out to the 
middle of the forum, crying aloud, *^ Hear me, 
** O ye temples !" 

The reward of this freedom was, that, having 
offended Nicocles* king of the Cyprians, with/ome 
fuch Kke bitter witticifms, of which there are 21 
great mariy on record, and in which he is thought 
to have imitated Simonides, and Philoxenus, he 
was condemned to drink potion, of which he died. 
He is reported to be the firft who augmented the 

number 
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number of the firings, taught harmonics, and 
found out the proportions of meafure in muAc. 

167. Chirofophus, aparafite of Dtonyfius^ fee- 
ing the king laugh very heartily, in compaRjr 
with fome other perfons, laughed alfo, ;tbough at 
fuch a diftance as was impoffible for him to hear 
ought of what pafied. Being asked, by the 
klng^ if he heard any thing that was faid ? No ', 
faid he. What, then, made you laugh, quoth 
the king ? *' Becaufc," replied he,. ** 1 was coiv- 
*^ vincoi, that what pafTed between you^ was 

'** fomething very ridiculous/' 

The word ridiculous, among the Greeks, 
fometimes means not only things. to be layghed 
at, but alfo things of humour. 

168. Agts, an Argive, the parafite of Alexao- 
der, feeing the king very liberal of his prefents, 
to fome filly ridiculous buiFoon, cried out, ^* Q 
** grofs abfurdity !'* Alexander, furprized at fuch 
an expreffion, fays, what was that you faid ? ^* I 
** ccnrfs," replies Agis, ** 1 can't bear, with 
'* any patience, to fee you, the offspring of Ju- 
'* piter, delighted with all manner of paraiites 
•* alke: feeing that Jupiter had Vulcan for bis 
** fool ; Hercules was pleafed with Cerjcopes ; 
*• and Bacchus with Silenufes ; but 'tis fuch fcl- 
«« lows as this we fee in efieem with you^" 

169. Nictfias, feeing Alt xander drive away 
the fi es, which, as he complained, bit him, fays, 
** Nay, your majefty is more bit by others^ 
** fmce the time tiaey have got a tailing of your 
«* blood/' 

He meant that parafites fuck more than all the 
flies taken together. 

170. Clifophus, an Athenian flatterer, upon 
Philip's chiding him> for being always begging of 

bi0b 
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iim, made aAfwer, ** Nayi I ftill forget." 
A good mtrty joke^ but Aot agreeable to that 
nuch approved maxim, tUat the perfon obliged 
Ihoutd remember: bot thj^ donor ihouM forget 
bis benefactions. f 

171- Philip being once very merry with him, 
fn throwing a great many jeUs and puns upon 
him, he, humouroufly inverting conditions, faid» 
'^ If yoix go on fo, I {haH maintain you no 
« longer." 

King^ maintain parafites, on purpofe to be di- 
verted wiih iheir jefts : but if kings could divert 
themfelves, by ridiculing others, then would 
there be no occafion for buiFoons, iince they 
(hould have known how to play the fool them- 
felves, 

172. King Lyfimachus caufed an artificiaf 
fcorpion, much in imitation of life, to be tied to 
the cloths of Bithys, his parafite, who, upon 
fight of it, ftarted back in the greatest fright ima- 
ginable : but obferving fuch as were pre^nt very 
merry upon the matter, he perceived the cjieat. 
Upon which he faid, " WcH, I flialt, in my turn^ 
" frighten your majcfty j" * Do fo,* anfwered 
the king ; ** Come then,*' fays Bithys, «« give 
" me a talent." 

Reproaching the avarice and parfimony of that 
prince. 

173. Philoxenus, the Corinthian, in a mixt 
company, where one Corydus, a man that was- 
leported to have proftituted his body for money, 
was prefent, hearing them difcourfe upon the ex- 
orbitant price that thrufhes fold at, fays, ** That'a 
" firange : far I remember the time when Co- 
*• rydus might be purchafed for a halfpenny/' 

Speak- 
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Speaking ambiguoufly, for Corydus was tbe 
name of a little old woman thereabouts. 

174. Philoxenus is fuppofed to have faid, 
*^ That thefc fleflies were moft favoury which 
'< v^err not Ae(h ; and thefe fiihes the fweeteft 
^' which were not fiih; that failing near the 
*^ ihore, was the moft agreeable failing j and, 
*^ thit walking near the water, was the axoOt 
** pleafant walking/' 

175. Philoxenus, being a/kedj why he drew 
charaders of bad women in bis tragedies^ feeing 
Sophocles drew a}} his women fine chara&ers i 
fmartly replied, " Why he reprefented women 
<^ fuch as they ought to be: but I have drawn 
** them fuch as they are.** 

176. Dlon)fius, having a great ambition to 
get the name . of an excellent poet, wrote a 
tragedy, that had the approbation of almoil al} 
the eminent writers of his time, and gave ic 
to Philoxenus to perufe> bidding him ftrike 
out, what he did not like. Philoxenus made 
ihort work on't, and crofled the whole copy^ 
from one end to theothen Upon this affront 
he was taken up^ and fent to the mines^ where 
he was kept at hard labour, and half imothered, 
to take down his ftomach. When he chewed 
upon it a while, Dionyfius fent for him out, and 
p\it the tragedy once again into his hands, tocon- 
fider of it, upon fecond thoughts. Philoxenus fell 
to reading of it again, but, flarting up in a paf- 
ficn, before he had well began, he begged leave 
to be gone. Dionyfius a(ked,him, whither? 
*' Nay," fays he, *' even to the mines again^ 
•• for, of all flaves the flatterer is the bafcft/' 

177. Philoxenus, being at an entertainment 
W^ere they were ferved about with dark breads 

told 
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oW the waiter, '* Take care you don't fetdown 
' much <^f that bread', elfe you'll occafion a to- 
* tal darknefs." 
■Dark things occafion obfcurity. 

178. Corv'dus, the parafite, feeing fome jun- 
ittSy and a great variety of rare and delicate 
neat, carried round Ptolemy's table, fuch z$ was 
iftranger to Cory<ius, he fays, ** Ptolemy, whe- 
*^ ther do you imagine that I am drunk, or that 
" I fancy thefe things carried around me E" 

Intimating, that he was only a fpeftator of 
thefe delicacies* Such as are drunk imagine every 
thing about them move round in a circle. 

179. Paufimachus told a petticoat penfioner, 
kept by an 6ld woman, ** Matters are very dif- 
•* jfercntt 'twfect you and the old one you cohabit 
** with ; for you alway$ conceive fomewhat in 
•• your beUy* but flie never conceives ai»ght»" 

Intimating, that he had conftantly a full belly, 
but thatt Ae remained barren. 

1 80. Cinefias^ feeing Alexander in the moft 
exquifite tortures, occafioned by the poifonke 
had drank, fays, *« Good heavens ! what miift 
** we bear, when you, who are gods, fuffer fuch 
** torments ?" Alexander, opening his eyes, now 
bccoime dim, and languid, anfwered, ** I 

'^^ dread that fuch gods as I am, are odious to the 
« gods." 

181. When Arcefilaus vifitcd Apdles, the 
Chian, and perceived that he was^ in great want, 
he returned to fee him next day, taking ten 
drachmas with him, and, fitting dole by the bed- 
fide, faid, ^' Here is nothing elfe than the ele- 
*' mems of Empedocles, 

** Fire, water, earth^ and orbs of fubtile air." 

Then 
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Then, faith he, ^^ Sure, ApeUes, you don't ij 
'^ eafy j" fo, moving the holfter, he pt 
vatcly conveyed the m<rney underneath it. Wbt 
the nurfe that tended Apeiles, finding the mc 
in his bed, told him of it, Apellcs replied, fcnili 
** Let me dye, if this be not the theft of Ar 

« laus/' 

The Greek word «x*f*f8*«, from «X5»Ur, 
to conctal, as well as to fteal. 

1 8 2. Apeiles, happening to fee a piece paintg 
by Protogenes, which Demetrius prefer ved<» I 
the requeft of the Rhodians, for feme timi 
flood dumb with amazement, but, at lengtk 
broke out into this exclamation. *^ Great toir 
** glorious work ! ■ yet, fiill, thofe mafteil 
*< ftrokes are wanting, that run away .with tUl 
*' and other fuch like performances, and depofil 
*' theto^ in heaven/' Protogenes had not quiri 
fini(hed this piece. ^ 

1 83. Megabyzes, coming pretty frequent in 
the (hop of Apeiles, began,one time, to talk u 
on matters relating to the art of painting,, a 
would fain be thought no novice in the buflne 
But Apeiles, impatient to hear the king preten 
to judge, and determine, in matters that he kne 
nothing of, told him, " While your majefty w 
** filent upon this topic> every body here rcve 
*< you, and really took you for a great man, 01 
^' account of your embroidered purple an 
** crown : but now you fee, that tbo(e vcr^ 
** boys, who mix the colours laugh at your ig^ 
*• norance." 

184. A painter, producing, one day, to fomi^ 
of his brother proftflbrs, a piece of his but very 
indifferently performed, boafted much of his 
having finiihed it in a few days; ^ Friend/' 

faid 
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Apclles, ** you need not have told us that 
ircumftance ; the pt6h:re itfelf plainly fhews 
lat what you aflert is verv true." 
S5. ApelJes feeing Lais then a maiden, car- 
g water from the Piraean haven, Ke was vaft- 
mittt-n with her charms, and ufhered her in 

feaft of his fricnc's. But, upon being banter- 
or introducing a virgin, inileado^a wench, t<r 
aft, he made anfwer, *' GeiitK-min, don't 
vonder fo much at my behaviour : for I en« 
:ertain her with a view,that I (ball> fome time 
>r other, enjoy her/' 

t 86. He was wont to expofe his pieces on a 
cony, hiding himfelf behind them, that, un« 
ceived, he might hear the judgment of thofe 
t paiTed concerning them : a certain fhoe- 
ker, pafling along, took notice, that there was 
s ftrap too few to faften the jQipper over the 
»t ; to which Apelles made no reply ; but the 
le (hoemaker found fault, the next day, with 
nething about the leg ; whereupon Apelles, 
covering himfelf^ told him, in a pet, '* Let 
the fl^oemaker never pretend to judge beyond 
the flipper." This faying afterwards became 
proverb ; * Let the cobler ftick to his laft.' 
187. Protogenes dwelt at Rhodes, where A- 
Ues came on purpofe tovifithim, and, -being 
rived, went diredly into his {hop, in which 
ere was only an old woman that took care of a 
ece that was a-painting. The woman, Slaving 
Id Apelles, that Protogenes was not at home, 
ked, if he would pleafe to leave his name ? 

Yes, I Ihall ; " replies Apelles. With that, 
ying hold of a brufli, he drew a line of exqui- 
tc finenefs a-crofs the piece. When Protogenes 
:turned, bearing what pafTed) he faid, upon 

viewing 
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viewing the line, *' I am ftire Apelles 'n\ 
^' Rhodes, for there b none elfe capable of (m 
^^ a delicate toocb." Then he dreve anotM( 
Kne, ftill more fine than that of Apelles, and ni 
dcred the woman, to tell the ftranger, if he h 
turned, upon {hewmg him the line, *'*^ 'Phis is 1^ 
'* whom jou wanted to fee." Apelles, aibamed 
upon his return, to find himfelf vaoquiflid 
drew another line^ making it impoffible to furpal 
him ; which Protogenes feeing, confefied himfisi 
outdone, and, running out to the Court, cal^ 
for the ftranger, and, owning him vi<£lor, M 
him into his hou%. 1 

1 88. Agatharchus, the painter, boafting 
his dtfpatch in painting, told Zeuxis, that he pori 
too much over his peces, and was too tedious 
his work. Zeiixis replied, '* Friend, tbofe thti 
^< that art foon made, foon perifh : on the ot 
^* hand, fuch things as are carefully ^ihI elabi 
'* rately finifhed, can bear the force of confiini 
« ing age." ■ 

> 189. Zeuxis, contending with Parrhafius, 
bout the excellency of their pidures, dre^ir foi 
grapes, fo natural that the birds came to peck 
them. On the other hand^ Parrhafius expofed 
view, a curtain, fo exquifitely drawn^, that 
xis, proud of the fuccefs of his own works» tot 
him, baftily, < at fuch a time as this, you ou« 
not to conceal your performances,' and attempts 
to draw the curtain himfelf, but, perceiving hi 
miftake,, very ingenuoufly allowed his antagonil 
to be the bcft ariift ; " For," faid he, «* I oiJ 
*' ly impofed upon the bfrds, but you have im 
*' pofed on a painter hfmfelf." ' 

A rare inftance of candour between competm; 
artifts. 

1901 
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• Zeuxis, having drawn a boy, holding 
r.rsLpes in his hand, fo very natural, that the 
Ele^v to peck, them, ran out, in a violent 
i^ laying, ** I have done the grapes better 
n the boy : for had I confummated.the boy, 

n the birds would have been afraid of 

> 

Air prifmg inftance of ingenuity ! 
I • S.copas, the Theflaiian ftatuary, hearing 
tain perfon exprefs much furprize at bis 
g iuch abundance of unneceflary, and fu- 
ous- things in his houfe ; fays, '^ Nay, 'tis 
:re fuperfluities that make us bleiTed, and 
rppy, not thefe necel&ries/' 
ho* the things moft neceflacy in life, are na« 
ly the moft valuable, yet, becaufe of their 
; ordinary, and common, they are, on that 
unt, thought little of. Their juft value is 
expreiled by direful neceility^ to which ex- 
le whoever is reduced, would gladly difpenfe 
i jewels, courts, and gold, in exchange for a 
ab of bread. Every unneceflary thing ra« 
tends to (hew and oftentation, than ufe or 
ice. 

92» Polycletus, having fini(hed two ftatues 
the fame attitude, one upon the teft of art, 
other adapted to the tafte of the vulgar, ex-^ 
id them both to the view and judgment of 
ft that went paft. The multitude allowed 
t which he made agreeable to the rules of art 
at ihe greateft beauty ; whereupon Polycletus 
s, " Well, do you know that I finifhed the 
ftaCue, you fo much admire : but that you 
yourfelves cut out that of which you dif- 
approvc." 

3 He 
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He concluded that ftatue, fafhioned to the tafl 
of the people^ their make. However, the vcr 
appearance of art captivates the imprudent. I 
they were apprized that the other ftatue wa 
done to their tafte, they had preferred this. 

193 • As Aratus, from a common hatred t 
tyrants, was going to deftroy a picture, reprcfent 
ing Ariftratus, riding triumphantly in a chariot 
the work of a very celebrated artift, Nealces ear 
neftly interceded it might be fpared, faying 
** 'Tis againft tyrants themfelves, not agaira 
** their pidures, that we muft combat.*' 

194. Philip having feized fthomata, a place, i 
well garrifoned, not inferior in ftrength to Acn> 
corihthus, after facrifices were performed, or- 
dered th« pried to bring him the entrails. Butj 
being fufpicious of the event they portended] 
brought them to Aratus and Demetrius to have 
their opinion upon them, about his aban^ 
doning the place to the Meflenians, or retain^ 
ing it in pofleiBon ? Demetrius made anfwer, 
*• If you are prieft-ridden, then (hall you aban- 
*' don the place ; but if you arc actuated by the 
<< fpirit of a prince, you fhall hold the ox, by 
•' both his horns." 

Under the aenigma of the ox, importing Pe* 
Icponnefus, which might eafily be guarded, bjr 
keeping both thefe forts ftrongly garrifoned. 

195. Philip ordered fuch flow-working poifoii 
to be given Aratus, as would not fuddenly kill 
him, but might wafte, and throw him into a 
lingering decay. Aratus, perceiving the matter, 
and finding that no remedy could do, for foroe 
time, difTembled his knowledge in it : but flep- 
plng one day into his chamber with afi acquain- 
tance, 
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he cried out, " O Cephalits, this is the 
ard of royal fnendftlp !" 
not fafe to give princes even the beft ad^ 

. Milo, the Crotonlan wrcftler, who, at 
lyixipic games, carried an ox upon his back 
/hole furlong, and, having killed him with 
, eat him up in one day, being now turned 
reported, upon feeing his brethren of the 
c profeffion pra<Slife themfelves in their art, 
^e Mrept, looking at his arms, and crying» 
as 1 tbefe are now dead.'* 
nan, who meafured his happinefs in propor- 

the ifrength of his limbs, reafonabiy wept, 
this refledlion: but vigor of mind, if ever, . 
i\y decays for age. 

7. Philippides, called the poft, or runner, 
aving, in one day, performed on foot, a jour- 
:o Lacedemon, of one thoufand five hundred 
ngs, when he carried the news of tfce vifiory 
ined by the Athenians, over the Medee, at 
athon, to the fenate of Athens, being in the 
oft anxiety to know the event of that battle, 

1 his aiirival} crying out, «* Mi7flB xai^ili, f*«^- 
* i. e* " Rejoice, for we have vanquiflied r* 
mtly dropt down, and expired. 

98. Gorgias Leontinus, the fophifler, being 
d, in the hundred and feventh year of his 
, how he could chufe to live fo long, replied, 
Becaufe I faav^ nought to a.ccufe my old age 

[99. Sotne man, who dropt into a well, being 
ed, by one that, feeing him fall in, came, in 
1^ to his condition, to look at him, poor man^ 
(V didjott get there ? replied," What figni- 

♦* fie» 
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*' fies it how I got here,. the matter is not^ 
•* to get out of it." 

200. A phyfician, having adminiftred 
certain medicine to a fick man, fbon cured 
of his diftemper. It fell out, that, fome 
ter, the difeafe recurring, the fick man 
courfe to the fame medicine which fori 
cured him ; but finding that he was not the 
ter for them, fent to the fame phyfician, 
him, that he wondered how it happened, t 
fame drugs had not the fame eiFe£l now, as 
merly; but, inftead of expelling the difeafe, 
ther heightened it. The phyfician very k 
oufly told him, " I own," fays he, " thens 
^* cines are the fame, but the reaibn tbej 
'* you no fervice is, becaufe I did not admin: 
^ them.'* 

Intimating, that it is the province of ph)^Q 
only, to adroinifter phyfic, as they beft U 
how to give it : becaufe, that what may cui 
young man, may kill an old man ; and vicei 
ia, what may cure a warm conftitution, ma? 
a cold one. 

201. His brother, having quarrelled with 
did, happened to fay, * Hang me, if I don': 
* revenged of ypu 5* ** and hang me," rep 
the other, ** if I don't advife you to it." 

Whereupon the difference was made up, J 
they became friends again. 

202. Arifto had ufe to fay, " That astiK 
** winds that blow off our great coats, are t 
** moft hurtful, becaufe they rob us oftb 
<* which fortifies us againft their violence ; ^ 
•• in like manner, are thofe friends the mofl i" 

** jurious ones who fiih out ourfecrcts.*' 

20] 
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203. Gnathsena, the courtezan, being repre* 
kended by Stilpo, for corrupting the youth, made 
hifwer, '* Methinks, Sdlpo, both you and I arc 
•* equally culpable in that refpe^l : for you teach 
** your fcholars only a parcel of idle Jove fo- 
** phifcns, fo that they reap every jot as much 
*** advantage from the intercourfe of a proftitutc 
** as from the converfation of a philofopher." 
.' 204. Gnathaena being once in company vtrith 
^n exceeding lufty young fellow, that was in 
keeping by an old woman, " Young man," 
iith Ihe, ** you are in an elegant good trim of 
« body." ' When I am fuch now,' faith he, 

* what condition do you think I fliould be in, 
** were I to lye alone?' ** Nay, then, I believe 
" you would famiih," replied Gnathaena. 

Infinuadng his being a petticoat-penfioner. 

205. As a man that was decanting a fmall 
quantity of wine into a glafs, told her, in order 
to fet out his wine, * This wine is fixteen years 

* old.' " *Tis very fmall for that age," replied 
Gnathaena. 

3to6. Two young men having fairly fought 
for her at a public feaft, fhe comforted the van* 
^uilhed thus ; ** My lad," fays (he, « don't be 
•' caft down about it, for 'tis a difpute that, in- 
" ftead of entitling the vidlor to the reward of 
« a crown, puts him to the expcnce of fome 
" money." 

Meaning that though, in other difputes, the 
vi&or came off rewarded with a crown, here he 
was obliged to open his purfe for his vi<^ry : fo 
that the fate of the vanquished was better than 
that of the vidor. 

207. Gnathaena, drinking once to a young 

man, who came to the entertainment without an 

Vol, II. K invitation* 
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invitation, fays, ^* Come, proud (park, I drini 
** your health." The gentleman, a Httle ftart 
led, replies, ' Why proud, pray ?* '* Nay,"Hay 
Gnathtena, *' What can be more proud thai 
•* you, who come, not invited ?" 

The joke of this faying confifts in this piece o 
ambiguity : for he comes, not invited, who come 
without an invitation, which is conftrued impu- 
dence ; and he may be faid to come not, invited, 
who refufes an invitation, which is a mark oi 
.pride. 

208. Being at one and the fame time, engaged 
.by two men, one whereof was a foldier, the other 
a flave, the foldier, by way of contumely, called 
her a lake. ** Why a lake r replied fhe, ** 1$ 
** it becaufe the two riveis Lycus and Eleuthe- 
** rus flow into me ?*' 

Lycus and Eleutherus were the names of two 
rivers, but (he alluded to the lovers, the flave and 
the freeman, which names were exprefllve of\ 
both their conditions. 

aoQ. Calliftion, firnamed Ptochelena, happen- 
ed once to engage herfelf for a whole night to a 
flave, who, on account of the warm weather, lay 
quite naked. Next morning, as (he (pied the 
marks of the la(h round his back and flJes, 
faid, di(rembling her knowledge of his conditio] 
** Poor man, how came you by that mirfoi 
*• tune?*' * When I was a boy,* anfwered h 
* I had fome broth fpiltupon me there.' *• A% 
**. ay/' replies (he, ** fome veal broth." 

Infinuating that it was the prints of the la 
They make broth of veal, and make the be 
]a(hes of calves hides. 

210. There happened a difpute between So 
crates and Calliftion, which of the two profei^ 

- ^ fioni 
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Kons had (be greateft influence upon mankind* 

"IThe proftitute appealed to matter of hA and 

l^perifnefLt ; " For, Socrates,** fays (he, " I 

^ have profdyted ten times as many of year 

*' people as ever you did of mine.'* Right, fays 

^Socrates, for yourprolelytes, as you call tj^en^y 

^follow their inclinations, whereas mine work «« 

.'igainft the grain. *« Well, well," fays Lais, (the 

{celebrated courtezan of Corinth)** the phtiofo- 

^ phers may talk what they will of the force of 

^' virtue and wifdom : but I never found any 

*** difference yet, in all my praAice> betwixt tbi 

*^ flefh and blood of a fornicator, and that of a 

^ philofopher ; and the one knocks at my door, 

** every jot as often as the other." 

211. Lais toM one who brought her a gentle- 
man's feai,as a taken that he ddired her company, 
** I can't go, *tis mircy-** 

The ancients ufed feals made jof fome kind of 
«artb» which ihe called mire or clay, as iflhe 
Would )iot go, becatife of the mire on theftreets. 
She did not regard an earthen fignet, (he wanted 
^fUver one. 

2 la. There was a young man, m iEgypt, 
who, though he was dying for love of Theonis, 
the proftitute, yet would never come up to her 
exorbitant price. While they thus tampered 
vpon the premifes, the fpark dreamed one night 
that he lay- with her; in confequence of which 
<iream, he was cured of his malady. However, 
Theonis, hearing the ftory^ qame to demand her 
price, and, being, denied, fummoned the youth 
to appear before a judge. Bocchoris, hearing 
the plea, pronounced fentence to this efiei5l. He 
ordered the youth to bring the very money ihe 
demanded into court, upon a plate, and to walk 

K 2 round 
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Cound Theonis with it, fo as that, (he might e 
joy the (hadow of it. Lamia objected agai: 
«this fentence, faying, *' That though, in eM 
*< hisdreamytheyoungman w^ cured of his b 
^* forTheonisy yet the (hadow of the money b 
^* not cured Theopis of her love for monej." 

213. Phryne, being turned dd, ufed to tVi 
*' That many bought the dregs for the reputat^j 
*« of the wine." 

Meaning that feveral had to do with ber,jHr 
pofely that they might boaft of having lain vi:' 
fuch a renowned courtezan, as Phryne : thus f^^ 
quendy the dregs of noted wines are bought, c:| 
purpofe that the purcbafers may boaft of bavic: 
fjch wines at home. 

214. It being the cuftom at feafts, thati: 
whatever manner any of the company behavo^ 
the reft were obliged, in conformity, to do tlx 
like, Phryne, when a young wench, happer' 
ing with feveral other women at an entertain- 
ment, ftarted up, and dipping her hands, two 
three times, in water, rubbed her face witfi i^ 
The other ladies, being all painted, by wafhioi 
the paint, deformed their faces in like cmB- 
ner as if they were all wrinkled, while Phryne, 
who excelled in natural beauty, appeared harii- 
fomer by wafliing of her face. 

215. Her lovers, haying run ftiort of call' 
pleaded hard with Phryne's daughter, to have her 
company, gratis : biit, upon their being denied 
accefs to her houfe, they went home, carryml 
back iron-crows, fpades, and other engines of tb 
fame hoftile nature, with a defign to batter do 
houfe. At length, Phryne, coming out, toldt 
them, ** Gentlemen, as you happen to ha 
^* tbefe things at home, you would beft ^^ 

^ thcni> 
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*^ them, and bring the money to gain admit- 
" tancc." 

Intiaiating^that they would foonermake them- 
felves matters of a proftttute's houfe, by giving: 
her money, than by undermining her houfe. 

216. Phryne afked Praxiteles, who was deeply 
enamoured of her, for that piece of his, which he 
efteemed the greateft beauty* The lover pro* 
mifed to comply : but Phryne, thinking that he 
deflgned to. impofe on her judgment, in re- 
gard to the genuine performance (he wanted,, 
fuborned a flave, with inftru£lions to run awa^ 
to the market-place, where Praxiteles vended his 
goods, and to alarm him with the news of his 
ihop's being fet on fire, which, excepting a few 
pieces, con&med all his goods. Praxiteles cry- 
ing out, upon this intelligence, that if the Satyr 
and the Cupid werelott, be was undone, Phryne 
ran up, defiring him ** To take no notice of 
^' it, becaufe that no fuch accident happened; 
*' that it was only a ftratagem (he fell upon, to 
*• find out the piece of art he moftly valued." 
Upon which (he went to his (hopy and carried 
away the Cupid. 

217. As a younz man wantonly boafled to> 
Phryne,^ faying, * f have had a great many in 
my time/(meaning that he had the emoyment of 
a great many women) Phryne,, all ot a fudden, 
feigned herfelf very much difcompofeJ^, and, up- 
oa his a&iiig. the reafon of her looking fo much 
concerned? (he replied, ^^ I am angry, that you. 
'* have had fo many laid upon you." 

Meaning that he had fo many lafhes, that the 
print of them appeared in his body, anddifcover- 
ed his being a flave. 

K 3 218.. 
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218. An old covetous mifer, doatingly fond at 
Phryne, would fay, coxing her, * Art thou not 
« the little Venus of Praxitdtfs?* at length 
Phryne faith, " And art not thou the Kttlc Cu- 
" pid of Phidias ?" 

Paying home the old mifer's blandiflinients, in 
his own coin, and, by the by, »t>braiding his.co* 
vetoufnef^ : for Phidias feems to have owed this 
name to his avarice. 

219. Phryne, hearing fome young men talk 
of the convniand Xenocrates hsLd over his paf- 
fion, laid a wager that all his gtavity and 
virtue would not be proof enough againft the 
temptation of having her in &d with him. 
The .wager being laid, flie took an opportunity,, 
when Xenocrates had drank pretty hearty, of 
throwing herfcif upon his bed. When the young 
men, next morning, came to know her fiiccefs 
with the philofopher, and demanded her for- 
ifi^iture, upon owning dlat fhe could make nothing 
of hiffij (he (hufSed them off, faying, *< That 
**' the money was laid upon a man, and not up- 
** on a ftatue." 

220. Alexander having ruined the cityThebes, 
Phryne offered to rebuild ir^ upon condition that 
ihe might have a monument eref^ed for. a me- 
morial of the exploit, with this infcription upon it, 
*< Alexander deftroyed the dfy of Thebes^ and 
•* Phryne repaired it." 

Here is a fantaftiotl cafe ftarted between a 
womaft of pleafure, and an imperial prince, and 
. not without a fpiee of vanity and ambition on 
both hands. Alexander values bimfelf upon bis 
v^iolences and oppreifion, in the undoing of the 
world, and Phryne fets up, as far as in her lies 
at l^ft> for the repairing of it, and in the fame 

action. 
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Of], attones, in fome meafurC) for th<s fenfua- 
es of loofe life over and above. 
22 r. K!ing Demetrius, being much enamoored 
Laniia, the lady of pleafure, after fhe was 
etty far advanced in years, as he was Slewing 
ania a rich prefent of fweetmeats andconfec* 
ns Die fent him, fays, Don't you fee what 
handfome prefent Lamia has fent me? 
Nay,'* replies (he, ** would your majefty but 
f**" vouchfafe be concerned with my mother, (he 
(** would fend you a much handfomer prefent." 
t Intimating, that old women are wont to make 
prefents to fuch as gratify their fenfualides. 

2i2. An old woman, of whom Theophraflus 
came to buy fomewhat, obferving that he exerted 
a great deal of his eloquence in cheapening the 
"Commodity, tdld him, ** Stranger, t don't feB 
y trvf goods at tht^ price." Addrefling hirti, ae 
\ if htf tlreVe* M rttftivfe ^ Athens, on accoont of 
' Ills affeding^ fa ttvAttf Attidfias. It is obfervable 
that this is the manner of ftrangers^ wfeo are fond 
of being accounted maftersr of the elegant phrafe- 
ology of that catmtry they i^fideJn. 

223. The wifeofPhocfion, furnameAthejuft, 
Jwid ttfe to fay, irt accufe of her frugality, when 
reprehended by other women, for not dreffing 
conft>rmaWe to her dignity, *^ That the illuftri- 
** ous adtionsf of h€T hufband were ornamcms 
** enough for her." 

224. The Cyperians, being rooted by Aflya* 
gesj king of the Medes, as they fled home to tbtf 
city, were met 1^ the women, who uncovering 
their nakednefs^ cried out, *' Ye daflardiy cow* 
" wards, whither fly ye for flieker i arey^ou ig* 
*' norant, that yon can't cmer again to the place 

K 4 " whence 
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^' whence, by the benefit of nature^ youc 
** forth?" 

Inverting the common courfe and oria 
things. Thefe females animate4 the maks,£ 
witbOanding they are chiefly wont to avoketb 
from the way of danger. 

225. Poppaea, the adulterous fpoufe of Ne 
having prevailed on her hufband to repu&i 
OAavia, fuborned one of that lady's doonefiics 
blafi her charadler, with the infamy of fubmitu 
to the embraces of a flave. Some of O&si 
waiting women, being examined, with regarc: 
this affair, were forced, by tortures to giveB 
evidence j whiPe others ftill perHfted in ma; 
taining the innocency of their lady, and extcl^ 
the fandity of her morals, virtue, and chaE' 
One of tbcfe being much preiled by Tigillia 
to make a confeflion, told him, ^' x hat 0& 
** via's privities were chatter than his mouth." 

Significans ilium efle fellatoribus ohfequcaScok 
aut cunnilingum. 

226, Chiomata, the wife of Orthiagon, h^' 
prifoner at Rome, was ranfomed by her friend 
This lady, on her way home, gave pn^^^, 
orders to 'one of her fervants, to aflaffio^t^ 
the Roman tribune, who, put of regard, coo* 
vcyed her to the water-fide. This was » 
iboner done, than fhe gave him inftru^lions t^ 
cut off his head, which, carrying home, hi^'^^' 
der a cloth, ihe threw down at her huiband*) 
feet. Orthiagon, in the greateft furprize, ^ 
her, if (he did not account the violation of atrea; 
ty inconfiftent with her honour and reputation' 
«« I do ;" replied (he, « but ftiU I think itinore 
^* confiftent with my honour and reputatioo> 

(( that, 
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that, of all the men ever concerned with-me, 

•* there is but one alive." 
This lady was not fo romantically virtuous as ' 
cretia : but more prudent inattefiing her mo« 

iefty,. rather by the death of herravilherthaa 

her own. 

227. Synorix, a young nobleman of Galata^ 
inding that Canna> whomhe defperately loved» 
Was married: to Sinoritus>« he privately ailaulted 

' and killed htm i and ibon after made his addreiles^ 
toCanna^ who, difiembling the violence^ of her- 
grief, with an intent of having an opportunity 
to revenge her hufband's death, in all appear* 
ance« gave him reafons to entertain hopes of 
fucceeding with her. At length (he ordered, 
liim to meet her in the temple of. Diana^ to 
whom (he devoted herfelf, as if inclined that 
the goddefs fliould witnefs the marriage* Then, 
ftanding. clofe to the altar, as if (be Avanted to • 
pour out a part of the cup, in libation toDir- 
ana,. (he drank poifon, giving the cup to. Sy- 
norix : he, fufpeding no harm* dran&.,oiit the 
remaining part of the potion^, upon which, 
Canna, proftrating herfelf before the altar> . 
faith, << O Diana, thou moft adorable goddefs, 
*' I call thee to witnefs, that it was only on 
'^ account of < this day, L bore to. furvive Sino* 
'• ritus fo long !" 

228. Olympias, the mother of Alexander, . 
taking it ami& that he (hould ftile htmf^lf (be - 
fen of Jove,, would fay,. "Shall Alexander 
*^ never, ceafe to make me the obje£t of Ju<» 
'* no*8 refentmenti 

Wives bear the moft implacable . hatred, to ^ 
concubines* 

K 5^; x29»^ 
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229. Olympias, hearing that her fon Alexan^ 
der> or, as others will have it, her hufband Philipij 
was deeply in love with a woman who wai 
thought to have given him a love potiofiy feiif 
for her, and finding her not only a woman ol 
moft exquifite beauty, but alfo a lady of ex^ 
cellent morals, fine breeding, and a lively turii 
of wit, (he fays^, " It appears that they have 
*' a good foundation who have branded you with' 
•* the name of an enchantrefs 5 for, in truth, 
*^ you have philters and love potions abundant^ 
« ly in yourfelf." 

230. Olympias, hearing that a young cour- 
tier had married a lady,^ more celebrated for her 
beauty than a good reputation, faid, •* That 
■* man, who in the choice of a wife,, confults^ 
^* his eyes more than his ears, is not in his 
•• right fenfes/' 

Beauty is conceived by the eyes : but re- 
putation is difeerned by the ears. However, 
there are fome, who, without regard either to 
their eyes, or their earsy only confult theif 
fingers upon that oteafion, being chiefly attach- 
ed to the lady's fortune. 

231. Darius, having proffered the wife of In- 
taphernes the hfe of any relation that flie thought 
proper to make choice of, fhe pitched iipon 
her brother ; at which the king, wondering, 
aiked her the reafon of that choice ; ^* If God 
** permits,'* replies fee, ^ I may yet chance to 
^^ get another hufband, and more children : 
** but, as my parents are dead, I have no room 
** left me to hope for another brother.** 

232. Whilecvery one fupplicated' heaven for 
the fpeedy deftruflion of Dionyfius the tyranty 
there was an old woman, who^ both mornisg 

and 
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evening) confiantly prayed the gods to fpare 
iim> at leaft, fo long as ihe lived. The king» 
;aing the matter, fent for her, and afked her, 
r hence proceeded all this good- will towards 
ini? <' The reafon is this;" replies ihe, 
when I was a youog giil, we bacf a hateful 
tuant, on account of which I conftantly 
wiihed for his death. He was no fooner gone, 
than a worfe tyrant,- feissihg the government, 
p^ fupplied his place s I foon began to imprecate 
r his end, and he no fooner made his cixit, than 
^* your ihajefty, a more dreadful tyrant ftill, fuc- 
" ceeded ; and I confefs, that I am now afraid, 
" left, if jou fliould die, one yet worfe, if pof- 
^' fible, (hould fucceed you : for which reafon, 
** I daily devote my head, to intercede, with my 
•* prayers, for your fafety.*' 

Dionyfius was alhamed to punifli fucb a facti- 
tious piece of freedom. 
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The Apophthegms of the Philosophers. 



T H A L £ S, the Milefian. 

I, nr\ H A L £ S, the Milefian, one of the fc- 
Jl ven wife men of Greeccr would fay, 
*< That a flow of words, or a volubility of 
** tongue, was no proof of wifdom *, nor any 
•* evidcnceof juft fcntimcnts.'* 

A wife and judicious man hates the ufe of any 
more words than neceflarily ferve to iUufirate Im 
fentiments : juft as God, the wifeft of all beings, 
teveais his will in the mofl cpnctfe terms and 
manner of expreffion. 



2. «! Foretell/ 
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2. •* Foretell," faith he,*' one memorable 
^^ events and pitch upon one illuftrious defign : 
** then will you fet the everlafting clack of the 
*' talkative tongue a-going." 

'Tis more efieflual towards eftablifliing th0 
foundation of an eminent charader, to forefee 
one important incident, than to divine a multi- 
tude frivolous and iniigniiicant ; and it is more 
expedient, in order to acquire the reputation of 
a learned man, to finiih, and perfcd, one ufeful 
and noble undertaking, than in an inaccurate 
manner, to treat upon every fcience. 

3. Thales, being asked, what was the oldeft 
thing ? anfwered, ^^ God ; becaufe he had no 
'* beginning." Being asked, what was the hand- 
fomeft thing ? he replied, " the world, whicli 
*^ nothing can excell ; becaufe it is- the work of 
^^ God." Being asked,- what was the hrgeft 
thing f he anfwered, *^' Space ; becaufe it com- 
** prebends every thing befides." What was the 
mod quick ? he faid, *^ The mind ; becaufe it 
** runs over the univerfe." What the moft ir- 
refiftible ? he anfwered, " Neceffity, or fate ; 
** becaufe it baffles all Counter defigns." What 
the wifeft ? he faid, " Time ; becaufe it invents 
" everything." What the moft convenient? 
he faid, *' Hope ; for when all other things fail, 
^' that remains ftill ;" and farther, being asked, 
what was the beft thing ? he anfwered, *^ Virtue ; 
^^ becaufe, without it, nothing, that is good, caa 
** be faid, or done." 

The ancients had thefe in manner of aenig- 
mas. 

4.^ He would fay, ** That life and death were 
** equally indifierent." For thisreafon, I fup- 
Pofe, becaufe both conditions arc aeceilarily 

in- 
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incident to us by nature : in conl^uence of 
which, death can be no greater evil than birth. 
As Tome perfon, upon the declaration, bantered 
him, faying. If that be the cafe, what is the mat- 
ter that you don't die ? he fmartly replied, 
*' For the -very fame reafon, becaufe both arc 
» equally indiSereni." 

*Tis our duty to wait death with relignadon, 
rather than be acceffury to it ourfelves. 

5. Being asked, which was firft, night or 
day f " Night," replies he, " wasiooner by one 
*' day." 

Thus he eluded the vain query. Iffo be the 
nrght, by one day, preceded the day, then the 
day would have preceded the ni^t : for the 
night i» the clofe of ihc day. 

6. Being asfced, if the unjuft proceedings of a 
man efcaped the Itnowl'dge of the gods ? here- 
plied, " Not even his thoughts or meditations." 

Intimating, that nothing was hid from God. 
Yet the grofs of mankind think, that the deligm 
of their hearts fall not under the cognizance of 
the deity. 

7. Being asked, what mi^t be a difficult at- 
tainment 1 he replied* " The knowledge of 
*' one's felf." 

The vulgar think this the eafieft and moft un- , 
avoidable acquirement. We fee others with lefs | 
nmudice, and jut%e of them more Juftly than of 
elves : we have a particular and almoft in' 
lountable bhU in our own fevour : whence 
7 one is partial to, and a Batterer of, lumfelf. 
. Being again afted, what might be eafily 
snicd with i he anfwered, " A good advice." 
all give good advice to othecs. How feff 
<fe themfelves ! 

9. Being 
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9. Being interrogated, what afforded us the 
greateft pkafure ? he replied, " Enjoyment.'* 

Thofe things delight us moft that we vehe-; 
meat ly pur&te after ; we are not equally tranf- 
ported with fuch things as we attain acci- 
dentally. 

I o. Being asked, what might enable a man ta 
bear misfortunes, with the greateft fortitude and 
refignatfon ? he anfwercd, ** Seeing our enemies 
*• involved in greater misfoptunes.'*^ 

Some perfons, merely from the contemplation 
of other people's happinefe, exaggerate their own 
miferies. 

1 1. Thales, being asked, by what means one 
might lead the beft and moft upright courfe of 
life ? anfwered,, •' By avoiding thofe pra£lice» 
** which he reprehends in others.** 

We are difcerning in the errors of others, but 
are purblind to our own. 

I 2. Thales, being asked, what man it was he 
deemed happy ? replied, ** A man found in bo- 
** dy, learned, and chaftein mind.'* 

Our lufts are no other than fo many difeafesof 
the mind. 

13. He would fay, ** That we ought to be 
^ equally mindful of our abfent, as of our pre- 
*< fent friends.** 

Friendihip is no more than an union of minds, 
which diftance does not difiblve : there are many 
that love no longer than they have the objects ia 
fight. 

14. He forbids ** Enriching ourfelves by in- 
*• juries, feeing, that whatever is purchafed by 
** fraud, is fo much lofs, rather than gain/* 

15. He admoniftietb, ** To commit no fe- 

•• crct 
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5< cret to our friends, which, if reported, (bould 
^^ bring us to infamy.*' 

i6. '< Expea the fame filial duty," (ays Tha- 
les, ** from your children, that you pay your 
•* parents." 

17. " Weep," faid Thalcs, « when thou 
*' haft a child born, becaufe thou art.certain.he 
« muft die-" 

1 8. Thales, looking up at the ftarS) fdl into 
the water, whereupon it was faid, *^ That if he 
*< had looked into the water, he might fee the 
*^ ftars p but, looking at the ftars, he could not 
^^ fee the water." 

19. Being asked, when a man (hould marry f 
he replied, ^* Young men not yet, old men not 
*♦ at aU." 



S O L.O N theSalamine., 

26, Solon^ another of ^the feven wife, men of 
Greece, when he wept for his fon's death, and 
was told^ weeping will not help, anfwered, <^ A- 
** las ! therefore I weep, becaufe weeping will 
« not help." 

2j. Solon compared the people to the fea, and 
the orators to the winds y becaufe the fea would, 
be calm and quiet, if the winds did not trouble 
it. 

22. Being asked,, whether he had given the. 
Athenians the beft laws ? he anfwered, ^' The 
*^ beft of thofe that they would have received/* 

23. He would fay, " That affluence was the 
«*^ mother of fatiety, and faticty the, parent of. 
^* vioknce and fiercenefs." 

Luxury. 
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Luxury attends riches ; opulency ends ia ty- 
ranny and arrogance ; and that in cruelty and 
Dppreffion. 

24. Being asked, what means might be pro- 
pounded to fupprefs injuries among fociety ? he 
replied, ^^ That every man ihould make the cafe 
** of the injured his own/' 

A man that injures another,in violation of the 
laws, not only hurts that particular citizen, but, 
through him, wounds the whole community : 
yet, now-a-days, as long as we ourfelves remain 
unhurt, we either calmly look on, or rejoice in 
the injury done others. Thence frequently the 
offender pafles unpunifhed, and his impunity en- 
courages others to venture upon the like com- 
miifion of injuring and offending the public 
peace. 

25. At a feafl where the feven wife men 
were invited by the ambaffador of a barbarous 
king, the ambaffador related^ that there was ai 
neighbouring prince, more powerful than his 
mafter, picked quarrels with him, by making de- 
mands Impoffible to be performed } and that, at 
that time, he demanded of his mafler to drink 
up the fea. Solon told the ambaffador, ^* I 
" would have him undertake it." Why? an- 
fwered the ambaffador, how fhall he come o£F i 
faith the wife man, ^< Let that king firfl flop the 
'< rivers that run into the fea, which are no part 
<* of the bargain, and then he will perform it." 

26. When Pififlratus feized the government, 
and matters feemed paved out for open tyranny, 
infomucb, that none durfl venture to oppofe his 
proceedings, Solon, taking out his armsy laid 
them down in the porch, before the door of bis 

boufef 
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houfe, and began to cry aloud, ** Ho ? yt 
«* xcns of Athens.'* Piiiftratus, getting in 
gence of this behaviour, fent to ask him, u 
what dependance he ventured to proceed in di 
manner? ** Upon my old age," rttun 
Solon. 

Age generally intimidated men ; but it ren 
dered Soion more intrepid. Concluding that 
could not live any long time, by the comm 
courfe of iiature, if nobody jcilled him. 

27, Obferving, at length, that Pififtratus b 
totally engrofled and ufurped the fupremepowe 
he fiript himfelf of his arms, before the fena 
houfe, faying, •' O my country ! I have, to tb 
*.* utmoft of my power, both by my words an 
•* actions affifted you !" 

Teftifying, in this manner, that his inclint^ 
tions .owards fupporting the liberty of that ffate. 
were conftantly the fame. Upon this change or : 
affairs he failed to iSgypt. 

2S. When Crcefus, out of oftentatien, (hewed 
his great treafures of gold to Solon, he told htm, 
•* if another king comes that has better ftcel 
** than you, he (hall be ma(ler of all this gold." 

29. Croefus asked Solon, whether or no, he 
ever faw any man happier than him ? •* Yes,* 
replied Solon, *• Telus, the Athenian, a private 
** man, who, having fuperintended the cduca- 
** tion of his children, and grand-children, died 
** happy, after he lived to fee them maftcrs of a 
** perfcQ inftitution." Croefus then asked him, 
who was it he judged the next to Telos in hap- 
pincfs f «« Clcobts and Bitus, brethren of Ar- 
** gos," replied Solon, «' who died polTefTed of 
•* the moft unblemi(hed charaders of virtue and 
<< piety." Croefus, by this time exafperatcd, 

faith, 
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tkh, what, don't jou admit me> in any rank or 
kgree, amidft the number of the happy I \* I 
' readily own," anfwered Solon, ** that your 
' majefty is blefled with vaft riches and domi- 
'^ nions : but then, I wont conclude you happy, 
'* before you have, as fuch, ended your days." 

30. When Croefus. being taken prifoncr by 
CyruS) was condemned to die, he recolleded this 
bying of Solon, * That no man ought to be 
* deemed happy while he lived.' Whereupon, 
he cried out three times, at the place intended 
for execution^ *^ Oh Solon ! Solon \ Sdon 1 
•* great is thy wifdom/' Which, reaching the 
cars of Cyrus, he afked him the reafon of hi» 
calling on Solon ? This demand obliged Crce- 
fus to repeat the advice of that philofopber, 
which had fo great an tSeA upon the generous 
difpofition o^ Cyrus, that he refiored him to hls^ 
liberty and throne. 

31. This moft celebrated faying is aicribed to 
him, *^ That laws were like cobwebs, where 
'^ the fmall flies were caught, but the great 
" broke through." 

3 z. Being asked, why be made no law againft 
parricide ? " Bccaufe," replied he, " I did not 
^ fufpe£t that ever fuch an atrocious crime would 
*^ be committed in this ftate." 

33. He ufed to fay,. ** We fliould always 
** learn." In his laft moments, feme friends 
who came to vifit him, fell into a difpute, at 
which he raifed himfelf in his bed, to liften to 
their arguments, and, applauding the admirable 
reafons one of them gave to fupport what he 
faid, he died with thefe words in his mouth, ** I 
'' thank heaven, that 1 finifh my days in this^ 

<* mao^ 



212 . The Apophthitgms Booi\ 

** manner, and have not left the world wlt^ 
^* knowing this, that I have juft nov leani:^ 



PITTACUSthe Mitylena»n. 

34. They relate the following ftorjr, asw: 
credible inftance of the clemency of Pitti:. 
one of the fevcn fagcs of Greece. A cca 
blackfmith, at Cumae, with the ilroke of ao i 
killed his Ton Tyrrheus on the fpot, as be£ui 
a barber's (hop. The Cumaeans exprefled it 
juft abhorrence of this fad, infomuch tbatr^ 
fent the murderer bound to Pfttacus, to \af 
him punifhed in any manner he thought props 
but the philofopher, upon examining the mauG 
put the man at liberty, faying, as he difmift 
him, *< That pardon was better than pa»l 
« tence." 

Judging it more advifeable to forgive ^ 
revenge fuch an horrid piece of injury. 

35. He made a law, infliSing upon every di 
minal who tranfgrefled, from being in liquc, 
double that punifhment annexed to the comoiii 
fion of the fame crime in other circumftaficc 

The vulgar are wont to advance this cod^> 
tion as* an excufe to alleviate a crime. Ti^ 
report that the reafon hereof was the great pic: 
ty of wine in that ifland. 

36. He gave in precept, *< Marry with tbiflt 
« equal." 

BIAS the Prienaean* 

37. Bias, another ofthefeven wifemen, o!)- 
ierving, ina great tempeft,. at fea, the mariners* 
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vho were very wkked and diflblute perfbns, in- 
iroking the gods, faid, ^* Hu(h, don't let them 
'' know that you are here." 

38^ Bias being asked, by fome impious fellow 
or other, what piety 'was ? remained filent for 
bme time ; but being asked the reafon of his 
making no reply ? made anfwer, <* The reafon 
'* is, becaufe you inquire about a matter that 
*' does, by no means, pertain to you." 

39. Bias, being asked, why he carried no- 
ting out with htm, when the city was taken i 
anfwered, *' I carry all that is mine about with 



** me. 



This much for the feven wife men of Greece. 



ANTIST HENES the Athenian. 

40. Antifthenes, hearing the Athenians fre- 
quently boaft, that they always lived in, and in- 
habited the identical fpot which produced them ; 
that is to fay, that they always maintained, and 
never changed their original native country, told 
them, ** You have that good and commendable 
*^ property in common with the oyfter and 
« cockle/' 

Thefe animals never change that particular 
cnsvice in which they are fpawned. 

41. He detefted pleafure, infomuch that he 
was wont to fay, << I would chufe to be de- 
*^ mented, fooner than I would be a flave to 
« pleafure." 

Medicine may cure madnefi : but when plea- 
fure runs away with a man's fenfeS) it is an evil 
icarcely curable. 

42. He 
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42. He ufed to fay, ^ That it was ad?lil 
<* to be concerned with thofe women it 
^^ would return our affedionate carefics." 

Intimating, that we ought to avoid iiich fi 
men m$ proftitute themfelves for hire, and oA 
diihoneft pleafures venal ; who neither Ivri 
children, nor bear a reciprocal afFedion. 

43. A young man, who was in thehuinoiirs 
marrying, confuked Antifthenes^ to know vbj 
fort of perfon was moft expedient for a wife. '^I 
** you marry a beauty,*' fays the philofopixi 
^* you will but have her in common withotbec 
** if you take an ugly perfon, you (baH have be 
"^^ but as a puni(hment upon yon/' 

Antifthenes judged it moft proper to marrr 
plain agreeable woman, who, on account of 
deformity, would' not be loadifome to herb 
band, nor, by reafon of any extraordinary chari 
ihould be haunted by adulterers. In the Greet 
on account of the affinity between the wori 
Mouniv and votMsr, thb faying is exceeding ekgao 
and humouring. 

44. Some perfon, reviling Antifthenes, toll 
liim, that he was a mongrel breed, not bom a 
parents both free Athenians, (iiis mother beiogi 
Phrygian, though lib father was an Atheniaop 
^ Neither was I born of parents both wrefUers,' 
Teplies Antifthenes,-** and yet I am a wrcftlcr/ 

Intimating, that it does not matter fo oioa 
whence youi- extraSbion, as what your charafitr 
He is, in every refpe^l, a free man, whom.philo 
ibphy has rendered fo, and -he is a true Greciafl 
who is bred up in the difcipUnes and inftitutioci 
jo{ the Greeks. 

45* Being asked, how it came about, diat he 

had 
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no p2ore difcipies ? he anfurered) ^* Becaufe 
J drive tbcm away with a filver rod." 
lotimatiiig, >that the reafon of his having fuch 
fmall number of fcholars, was, becaufe be 
gbt at fuch high prices. The vulgar let a 
her eftimate upon money, than they do upoa 
i/'dom. 

46. Being interrogated, why he was fo fevere 
X his fcholars, in reprimanding and chaftizing 
m ? ^^ So are the phyficians over the ikk,'' 
lies Antifthenes. 

Intimating, that be reprehended not the per* 
, but their vices, which are never cured by 
urtefies and compLiiiance. 
1 4.7. He would fay, *^ That he had rather be 
f a prey to crows, than to flatterers." 
I Crows feed' only upon dead carcafes : but flat- 

fers devour people alive. 
48. He was wont to fay, ^* That iron is no 
otherwife confumed by ruft, than envious 
T men are wafted by their own fault." 

Iron, if no perfon injures it, begets of itfelf, 
matter fufEcient to corrupt and prey upon it. 

49. Antifthenes, hearing a certain friend of 
bis regret the lofs of his memorandum book, 
toU him, ^* You ought to imprint thefe things 
*' upon your mind, rather than upon papojr*'' 

Books are often the caufe that we don't exer- 
cife our memories more than we do. We are 
fecure in what we retain upon our minds : be* 
fides, we can always carry it about -with us, and 
k IS ftill ready at Jiandt^for our ufe. 

5«. Being asked, what it was that chiedy por- 
tended tbe downfal of a ftate? he anfwered, 
^* When theirs is ao diflFerence made theriein, be- 
^^ tween the good and bad." 

Intimating 



n 
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Intimating, that a ftate can't ftand, whei 
virtue has no honour or difUndion paid it ; an 
where the wicked meet not with their defervini 
punifliment. 

51. Being reproved for keeping compSLny wi 
wicked and diflblute men, he faid, *< The phy 
<* ficians are converfant with the fick, and ye 
•* are not infefted.^* 

Meaning, that a philofopher converfed wid 
bad men, from a view of reforming them. 

52. He faid, *' That it feemed veryabfurdtc 
<* feparate the chaff from the wheat, to difchai^ 
^< a coward from the army, and yet not to ex 
'* trade the envious from the ftate." 

Signifying, that the envious are equally prejit- 
dicialto the community, as the chaiff is to the 
wheat, or the coward to the battle. 

53. Being asked, what advantage he reaped 
from the ftudy of philofophy ? he made anfwer, 
** That I can converfe with, or live by, my- 
<« felf." 

A man of learning fliall feel no tedious folitude 
by being alone, but communes with hirofelf, and 
revolves, in his own mind, the various topics 
worthy of contemplation : whereas folitude is 
grievous, burdenfome, and ufeleis, to the un- 
learned and ignorant part of mankind. 

54* Antifthenes, being asked, what fort of 
learning was moft nece(&ry for man's ufe ? an- 
fwered, *' To unlearn vice." 

This is not done all at once. To get quit of 
vicious habits, is a tafk we (hall find very difficult 
to accompltfh. 

55. Antifthenes, vifiting Plato, who was taken 
very ill, faid, upon viewing a bafon, wherein he 

had 
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bad vomited, " 'Tis ftrange, when I fee Plato's 
" choler^ that I don't fee his pride." 

Diogenes frequently reproved Plato of ar- 
rogancy. Thus, as Plato, in fome equef- 
trian fhow, vehemently ran out in praife of a 
horfc, that, by frequent neighings, gave great 
fymptoms of his high mettle, Diogenes, turning 
round to Plato, told him, ** By all appearances, 
« you yourfelf would have made a very good 
« horfc/' 

5 6» Antifthenes, in a very formal manner, ad- 
.yifed the AthenianS| to fet their aile& to till the 
ground ; they objected, that thefe animals were 
unfit for ploughing, in regard they never had any 
praftice in fuch exercifes. " Pr^y> where is the 
« odds in that?" faith Antifthenes,'* for your 
" n»nifters of ftate never learn the art of govern- 
>^ ing, any more than your afies that of plough- 
<^ ing J 'tis fuiEcient that they have been ap^ 
" pointed by you." 

Indnuating, diat it was much nfore unnac- 
countable toentruft thofemen with the manage- 
ment of the republic, who were never taught 
the doctrines of polity, than it would have been 
to apply afles, inftead of horfes, to the plough. 

57. Some perfon having told him, that feveral 
fpoke well of him, he faith, *' What mifchief 
«« have I done ?" 

Meanmg, that good ii6tions are agreeable to 
very few. 

58. Antifthenes, hearing *a man cry up the 
bappinefs of a delicate life, faith, ^' Let it be the 
^ fite of our enemies to live delicately." 

Regarding delicacy, which moft people efteem 
as the greateft happinefs attainable on earth, an 
infe£tious and peftileatial difordef . 
Vol. II. L 59. An- 
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59. Antifthenes, obferving that a young nuuif 
having his image fculptured in braft, ufed tm 
conform himfelf very much to the racin and ai» 
of the ftatue, aiked him, ^' If that image coul<l< 
*< fpeak, what, do you think, would it principaU 
** ly value itfelf upon f " What, anfwered tha 
youth, but upon its beauty ? ** And don^t you 
" think (hame," fays Antifthenes, ^« to valuci 
*« yourfclf upon the fame property that an inani*; 
** mate thing would have done ?" 

Meaning, that we ought to ^ory in the ex^ 
cellencies of the mind, rather than upon a {>ro- 
f erty common to us with a ftatue. 

60. Antifthenes, as he carried fome fait fifh 
-through the market, obferving, that the peoplGi^ 
wondered, how a philofopher would fubmit to i! 
-fuch a dirty office, more especially in Co public a, 
manner^ and not order a fervaht rather to cany*, 
it for him, faysj " What is it you wonder at, 
** my friends ? I carry this for myfelf, not for 
•< any body clfe." 

Indicating, that no condefcenfion paid to one's 
felf is any way low or fervile : confequently that^ 
it is no way mean for a man that eats fait 6fhf% 
to carry it himfelf. 1 

61. Some perfon having, by way of reproach, 
told him, that his mother was a native of Phry- ' 
gia, " Yes," replies he, " and fo is the mother t 
•' of the gods." 

Thinking it ridiculous-to reproach any one for 
his country, when the moft defpicable countries 
may poffibly, at one time or other, produce the 
moft happy geniufes. 

62. He ufed to fay, *< That we (hould peti- 
*< tion the gods to beftow.all earthly bleffings 
^ upon our enemies, except fortitude alone, be- 

^* caufc 
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ufe thofe conveniencies would, fome time 
other, fall to the ibare of fuch as excelled 
lem in valour, iincc they would not long re- 
lain in the pofleflion of the prefent proprie* 
)rs, who, on account of their cowardice, 
3uld not maintain their title to them/* 
e judged it of fmall import to procure riches, 
le purchafers cannot guard them, and vindi- 
their right to thenu 

3* Thefe following dogmas of Antrftheaes, 
I to challenge commemoration, 
fe^ would fay, ♦« That virtue was attain- 

f'his is in contradi^ion to thofe who think, 

• man is fo conflituted, as not to have it in his 

ret to mafter the innate principles of his af- 

10ns, by any endeavour whatever pra£H- 
le. 

4 T«$ ivTHi M^miV T»< xeu wofm^Z i, e. ** That 

fuch as were endowed with vktue, were alfp 

JiftinguiQicd with nobility/' 

rhefe have the feeds whence true nobility 

^^g^. This was in oppofition to thofe who 

afure their nobility by their wealth, or the im- 

® of their anceftors. 

&5« *' That virtue was conilimmate of hap- 

pinefs, and required no other aid thanSocratic 

mgth.*' 

Socrates was fortified with patience, as a rc- 
*.^y againft all bad events. The imbecility of 
< perfon prevented his giving frequent fpeci- 
fins of his valour. 

fc6. « That virtue is a work of toil, which 
does not want the affiftance of much words, 
or many difciplines." 

La This 
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This was in oppofidon to thofe who rendej 
the profeffions of law, theology, or piety^ fuel 
difficult and prolix ftudies, and who, during th< 
courfe of their whole lives, employ themfelves 
only in idle controverfies and difputations, con- 
cerning virtue. Horace animadverts much to 
the fame purpofe, 

— Virtutem verba putas, ut 
Lucum ligna ? -— 

But if you think their wild opinion true, 
(As heedlefs minds the vaineli things approve) 
That words make virtue, juft as trees a grove. 

Cr&ech. 

^7. «< That a wife man had ftill a fuffici- 
*' ency, by reafon, that whatever was the pro- 
•* party of others belonged alfo to him, for 
** whom all have a friendfliip, fince frioads have 
<« every thing in common/' 

68. *' That obfcurity was a fufficient com- 
** penfatlon for labour." 

Agaiaft the >a^i&iwrw; of Epicurus. There 
are many, whofe aim it is, to remain concealed, 
that they may live in eafe : but ignobility, be* 
caufe it lies open to the contempt of every one, 
is not lefs liable to troubles,- than an equivalent 
portion of the fplendor of fame, though this fame 
may be allowed a grievous burden, 

69. He denied, ** That a wife man was go- 
*' verned by the laws and inftitutions of men, 
** but diredted by the rule of virtue." 

Meaning, that nothing was either to be pur- 
fued^ or avoided, fimply, becaufe of any injunc- 
tion, or prohibition of civil law ; but becaufe 

reaibn 
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reafon points out the afEtion, as agreeable either 
to the ftandard of right or wrong. Laws don't 
prefcribe all our duties : but the ruk of virtue 
teaches, in every refpe6^» what is honeft, and 
what difhoneft. Forced virtue is n& virtue at 

70. Some though^ that it was not proper a 
philofopher ihould marry, but Antifthenes Was of 
a contrary opinion, that they (hould marry, not 
for the fake of pleafure, but to' beget children, 
being a duty they owed to nature and their coun- 
try : but then, he urged, '^^ That they (hould 
^^ match with women of the beft natural dif- 
^* pofitions, in regard, that, from good parents, 
** there are the greateft hopes of a good progeny.'^ 

A wife man's aiFedion for his fpoufe is not after 
the vulgar manner ^ he loves judicioiifly . A man, 
whofe aiFeAions are direded by judgment, loves* 
truly and conftantly : but the philofopher dif- 
cerns beft thofe obje£b that are worthy of his 
love and affedion. ' 

Adverfus eos qui uxores fc ja£buit habere pro 
natolis. 

7 1. << That nothing could fall out either new 
^' or unexpe&ed to a wife man, becaufe that 
** any thing that is poffible may befall man." 

He muft be allowed to premeditate well, who- 
had never once occafion to fay, * ^I could not 
« have thought it/ 

72. *« That every good man was an objeft 
** worthy affection.'* 

There is no true or fincere love, but that 
alone which virtue procures. 

73. " That a juft man (hould be efteemed 
** in preference to a relation* . 

L 3 The: 
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The lies of virtue are more binding than the 
of blood, and every good man is related to ai 
other of the fame cla&, from the refemblance 
their minds, and (tmilitude of their manners* 

74. " That great, or noble adions we 
« good ; on the contrary, that bafe adions wei 
« bad/' 

. ' ris a ftoic dogma, ^ That nothing but vi 

* tue alone, ought to be purfued, nor any thin 

* befide vice avoided/ Mean while, poverty is 
by the grofs of mankind, accounted a great fcao 
dai and reproach ; and glory accompanies wealtli 
whether purchafed by the meafures of right 
wrong. But the judgment of the mob is m 
lel$ prepofterous in this than in other partica 
lars. 

75. ** That every thing which was bad 
•* ihould be deemed foreign." 

I'he* vulgar only approve of fuch matters as 
they are accufiomed with. They abhor whatj 
ever is exotic, not becaufe thefe things are evil 
in tbemfelves, but on account they are foreign : 
yet in the eyes of a wife man, nothing is efteem- 
ed foreign, but what has a neceilary connedioa 
with vice* Therefore the vice of drunkennets 
is-not deteftable only becaufe it is not the prac- 
tice of a few nations, but becaufe it is 19 itfdf 
bafe and fhameful. Now a-days jp(P9ple judge 
of things from the ufageand oiftoms of the coun- 
try. 

76. '< That prudence was the fafeft wall, 
*< becaufe it is neither facked, or betrayed.*' 

There are no walls fo well fortified, but may 
^ undermined by good engineers, and, if tbefc 
can't Aicceed, 'tis not proof againft treachery : 

but 
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bat the refoltttiofls of a wife man are iixipreg- 
flable. 

77. ** That our enemies ought to be particu- 
*< larly obferved, in regard tbey are the firft wha 
*• will perceive our faults/' 

' For this end^ therefore, they are more fervice- 
able to us than our friends : fince, by them, we 
are told our errors, and, th^eby, are put upon 
^ur metile to ufe our proper means to eorre£b 
them. 

ANACHARSIS the Scythian* 

78. Anacbarfis, upon his arrival at Athenr,. 
went directly to Solon's houfe, where being ask- 
ed, by a fervant, who he was ? and what he 
wantiMd ? defired the man to tell his mafler, that 
bis name was Anacharfis, that he deiired to fee 
Solon, and, if it was agreeable, to be his gueil 
Cor fome tiiTie. Solon fent back word, ^atpeo*- 
pie were admitted as guefts only in their own' 
country ; intimating, that no laws, of hofpitality 
fubfifted between the Greeks and Scythians. Up- 
on this meflage from Solon, defigned* to forbid 
the ftranger his houfe, Anacharfis immediately 
walked in, juft as if he had received an invitation, 
telling Solon, " That he was in his own country^ 
<* and that it was but reafonable they two (hould 
«* be united to one another, by mutual offices of 
« hofpitality/' 

Solon was fo delighted at the dexterity of thi» 
fpeech, that he appeared the fondeft man in the 
world to cultivate a friendfhip with one, who 
difcovered fuch a phllofophic turn of mind, as to 
look upon any place of the earth, as his country.. 
We are all citizens of the world. 

h. 4 79. Anat 
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79. Anacharfis, returning to his own c 
try, attempted an innovation in the laws of 
Scythians* with a view to conform them to 
infiitutesof the Greeks. For this attempt, 
was (lain by his own brother, with an arrow, ii 
the cbace. His dying words were, ** Iwas,«ti 
*' of regard to my learning, fafely conduddi 
** from Greece, home to my own country, wksj 
•' I pcrilh out of envy." ! 

80. Being aflced, by what means a manmi^ 
beft guard againft the vice of drunkenncfs, 1^ 
made anfwer, " By bearing conftantly in te 
*' view, the loathfome, indecent behaviour rf 
" fuch as arc intoxicated in this manner." 

There is nothing fo lilce a madman, as a flWfl 
in liquor : yet he imagines all along, that bi$ be- 
haviour is agreeable to the ftriSeft rules rf<^ 
cency and good manners. The defprmitja 
this vice is beft feen, by viewing othen in ^ 
condition. * 

81. He faid, « That he wondered, how the 
*' Athenians, feeing they condemned lyi»& 
" {hould themfelves make a conftant habit « 
** lying openly, and with thegreateft affurancc, 
♦' in Ihops and taverns." 

Buyers and fellers do, for the fake of a f^^ 
tnattcr advantage, impofc upon one another, to 
the utmoft of their power, regarding the p^f; 
tice of lying in private, bafc aiid (hameful) tno 
they look upon that vice in the public market, 
as laudable and neceffary. In contrads and a* 
greements, people (hould be particularly aware 
of lying: but then we find men moftdifpoieflW 
lie, when they pretend to be moft ingenuous. 

82. Being asked, if there were anypip^^' 
Scythia ? he replied, ** Not fo much as vines. 

Meaning 



ID 
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Meanings that dancing and all pleaAires of that 
indy are inftigated and fomented by wine. 
>3. Being a&ked, whether he thought the 
Jd^a.j t>r the living, moft in number i he fays, 
:f.*' Which condition do you account the failors^ 

C' in?" 
Doubting whether they ought not to be in- 
ludeci in the number of the dead, who commit 
themfelves to the mercy of the winds and waves. 
84. A native of Athens looking upon him with 
^ an eye of contempt and envv, reproached him 
with the unpolitenefs of his country ; *' I con- 
•" fefs,*' replied Anacharfis, *- Thatmyxoun- 
** try is a fhame to me : but thou art aihame- 
** to thy country.*' 

He muft unqueftionably have been a very 
blamelefs man, to whom they could pbje^: 
nought elfe, befides the barbarity of hi$ country. 
As much as it enhanced the chara£ier of a bar- 
barian to become mafter of the polite and liberat. 
arts and fciences of the Greeks, fo far was it he-^ 
neath a Grecian to degenerate to the mimners o& 
barbarians. 

8^. He would fay, " That the exchange was 
*^ authorized, as a theatre for mutual frauds and^ 
** iropofitions." 

Animadverting on the pradiliees of the ttg^d'm^^ 
part of (nankind, who aggregate profits^wtthpttt 
regard to juftice or equity. 

86. Being once reproached with the aame of a, 
barbarian, he replies, ^^ Anacharfis, fure enough^^ 
^^ is a barbarian among the Athenians, and fo- 
'^ fure aiis the Athenians barbarians among thee 
" Scythians.*' 

The Greeks, but more cfpeciaHy the Atheni- 
,an8>. by iGafon that the liberal arts, and golitical^ 

J^ 5 ^avwr 
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laws flourifiied chiefly amongft them, br; 
other nations with the name of barbarians, 
withftanding barbarifm i^, in reality, no 
than whatever is foreign, or unufual. Some 
afterwards, when Greece degenerated to the 
moft ftate of barbarity^ this piece of arrogant il 
feflation became peculiar to fome of the Italia^ 
who regarded and denominated all other natiol 
barbarians. 

87. Anacharfis having a very plain woimnlii 
his wife, a certain perfon, who faw her ati 
feaft, told him, Methinks, Anacharfis, youbf^ 
got an exceeding ordinary perfon for a wile. 
^ I am almoft of the fame opinion myfelf/' re- 
plies he, *• but, come, boy, pour me outabum' 
** per, that I may make her handfome/' 

Indicating, that wine impaired the delicacy <■( 
a man's natural tafle and judgment. 

MYSON. 

88. We are at a lofs as to the country of My- 
fon ; however, he is reported to have been 3 
man-hater, and not very different from the man- 
ners of Timon, the Athenian. Some peHbo 
who met him taking a fplitary walk, yet iaug^ ^ 
ing all the way as be went along, aflced him, how 
come you to laugh, being alone I *< 'Tis focdai 
•' I laugh," replied he. 

Indicating, that foUtude was mofl; agreeable ^ 
him. 

A N A X A G O R A S, the Clazomenian. 

89. There was one told Anaxagoras, when 
fentence of baniihment was pronounced ^?^ 

fa 
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iffl, by the Athenians, Anaxagoras, you will 
)n be deprived of the Athenians. ** Nay," 
jreplies he, ^^ the Athenians (hall foon be de* 
** prived of me." 

Meaning, that the Athenians had more reafon^ 
to lament the lofs of Anaxagora8,.than he had to^ 
regret the i^ant of them. Such as are inftru- 
mental in the banilhment of great and illuftrious^ 
men, injure the flate more than they do the ba-- 
nifhcd. 

90. When, in exile, he received intelligence 
of the death of his Tons, he very calmly faid, ^* I 
*' knew full well, that fuch as were of my be^ 
" getting would be mortal*" 

91. The Athenians, without giving him any- 
notice of their proceedings, had him capitally^ 
condemned. Soon after 1 being tb)d that the- 
Athenians had pronounced fentence of death up-- 
on him, lie, without the leaft emotion, madean- 
fwer, *^ And nature has long before pronounced. 
** the fame fentence upon them.'' 

Intimating, that the Athenians were.as fdrely^ 
appointed for- death as he, that had been aheady . 
condemned. The manner allotted for mankind*, 
to dye in, is various : but the. fame neceflity of* 
dying is the fate. of all. 

92. Anaxagoras, hearing a certain perfon re«^ 
gret much, that it muft be his fate to dye among: 
ftrange/s, far remote from his own country, ,v 
told him, ^* Nay, never mind that, . for the de<-- 
** fcent to the dead is all the fame, take your . 
** rout from what quarter of the world you,i 
«' wiU." 

93 . . Anaxagoras is reported to hsivoibten^ the - 
tutor of Pericles, to whom^ in the adminiftra* 
tien of public affairs^ he was of the^ utmoft con* 

L6 fequence;. 
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fequence : but, being turned old and decrepid, 
Pericles neglt£led taking proper care of bia, 
whereupon he made a refolution to famifli his- 
felf to death. 1 he report of this refolutioo oi 
fooner reached the cars of Pericles, than he ia- 
ftantly went to fee him, ufmg ail the argumafi 
and intreaties in his power, todiiTuade him fros 
fuch a fatal determination, not lamenting the 
philofopher's fate fo mudi as his own. Bm 
Anaxagoras, now at the point of death, uncover- 
ing his face, fays, ** Ah, Pericles ! thofc that 
** have occafion for lamps, fupply them vitb 
" oyl/' 

Upbraiding Pericles with the negled of a 
friend, from whom he might receiire fuch avaS 
advantage* Thofe that burn lamps, muft fupply 
them with oyl : but, like this great counfellor, 
they extinguiih when neglcfted. 

94. Anaxagoras, having left his patrimony, 
and travelled abroad into foreign countries, at 
his return home, found his houfe ruined, his 
lands laid wafte, and his whole eftate in coiifu- 
fion, upon which, he fays, " If thefe had not 
** periflied, then I fhould have perifhed.'* 

Intimating, that it was his misfortunes whidi 
drove him to the ftudy of philofophy ; if his af- 
fj^irs were in a good condition, then he jQiouId 
have remained at home. Thus, very often, cir- 
cumftances that have a bad afpcS, turn cut, in 
the event, to be of the greateft fervice to us, 
and that which we account our Jruin, frequently 
happens to be the making of us. 



STILPO 
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ST I LP O the Megarian. 

95*. Stilpo bad a daughter that was infamous, 
on account of her lewd and fenfual habit of life* 
A certain man once told Stilpo, that this daughter 
Was a perfect difgracc to him, ** Not any more,'*, 
replies he, ** than I am a difgrace to her.*' 

Meaning, that no body was difcredited by the 
adtons of another : but that every pcrfon fhould 
be judged of by his own life and converfation. 
This woman was not a jot the more honeft on 
account of her father's charader and reputation 
in the world, unlefs (he inherited his virtues. 

96. Neptune, appearing to Stilpo in a dream, 
feemed very much difpleafed with him, for not 
facrificing a hecatomb to him, according to cuf- 
tom. But the philofopher imagined himfelf fo 
far from being (iifturbed at this uncommon vi(i- 
on, that he anfwered the god thus j ** What doft 
*' thou mean, Neptune, to come here, com- 
" plaining like a boy, becaufe I have not bor- 
*' rowed money of my neighbours, to ftink the 
'' town with the fmell of roaft meat ! have not 
** I, notwithftanding the moderate allowance of 
" my family, facrificed fome water to thee ?** 
Neptune feemed to fmile at thfs, and to ftretch 
out his right h^nd, faying, * Well, honeft Stil- 

* po, I fliall, upon your account, fupply the city 

* of Megwra with plenty of good water here- 

* after* This, they tell us,aftually happened. 

97. He was a perfefl mafter in all the quirks 
and quibbles of logic, but had the misfortune not 
to be very prudent in the ufe of it upon the fol- 
lowing occaiion. Hearing a certain man talk of 

the 
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the ftatue of Minerva done by Phidias, be ^ 
himf ** If the Minerva of Jove was a goddcU: 
that being granted him, be fays, <^ But tbeM 
•• nerva of Jove is not the Minerva of Phid^ 
That being admitted alfo, he then coadudei 
*< That the Minerva of Phidias was no g« 
•* defs." Soon after he was tryed by the Arso 
pagites for this argument, and convided of is 
piety. He attempted to clear himfelf, by pre 
tending, that he only argued, that (he was net 
^od : for ^lo^-, with the Athenians is thecommo; 
gender. However, notwithftanding this defence 
he was ordered into baniOimcnt. Theocioru$ 
firnamed the atheift, upon this occafion, faii 
^ How, in the name of fortune, did Stiipo ccoit 
^ to know all this, without be took up Mirer 
• va's peticoats, and viewed thofe parts that U- 
< tinguiih the fexes ?' 

98. Being aiked by Crates, if the gcxis regant 
ed human prayers and adorations ? ^^ Fool," 
faid be, ^* don't ask me that upon the fired 
*^ Talk to me upon that in private.'' 

Infmuatmg, that either there were no fudt 
beings as gods, or that they did not mind humafi 
aiFairs ; yet intimating that it was not expedient 
to preach fuch doctrines to the multitude, who 
muft be neceilariiy retrained by the fear of > 
deity. 

99. There was one told Stiipo, as the people 
crouded round to fee him, Stiipo, all the town 
come wondering about you, as if it were tof(^ 
fomeftrange beaft. ** No," faid he, " it is to 
<< fee a man which Diogenes fought withti) 
** ianthorn at noon-day.'* 

Nobody is curious to fee an ordinary nan : 
but multitudes flocked to fee the philofopher, not 

■j regarding 
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regarding him, as any common, or ordinary man, 
but as a true man, fuch as Diogenes looked out 
for: and, indeed, fuch a fight as this, it muft be 
owned, is a very rare one. Yet we are to take 
notice, that, by the bye, he checked the intru- 
der's infolence, by putting him in mind, that he 
was not a man, nor worth crowding together to 
fee him. 

MEN EDEM U S the Eretriam 

100. Menedemus, being asked, if a wife man 
(hould marry ? faid, ^* Do you take me JFor a 
" wife man ?** To befure, replies the other, I 
do; " Well,'* faid he, *^ you fee that I have 
« married.*' 

'Twere needlefs to doubt that he did not think 
this condition the moft eh'gible, or elfe he had ne- 
ver entered upon it. 

10 1. Menedemus, hearing a man fay, that it 
were the greateft degree of happinefs to enjoy 
ivery thing a man wiihed for, fjiid, ** Nay it 
" were much happier, did a man wifh for no- 
" thing, but what he ought to wifh for.'* 

PLATO the Athenian. 

102. A young man, who was feverelv repre- 
iiended by rlato, for playing at dice, faidf. Why 
do you reprove me fo (harply, for fuch a fmall 
matter as this is ? *^ but cuftom is no fuch fmali 
** matter,'* replied Plato. 

This would Dcmea infinuate in the Adelphi of 
Terence ; Mitto rem : confuetudinem ipforum. 
i. e. I fay not a word of what money the young 
fpendthrifts fquander, I never mind that : I am 

only 
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only. grieved at their habit of life^ and the de 
pravity of their manners." 

103. Plato, being asked, if there (hould ha 
monument ere£ted to his memory, in like man- 
ner as his predeceflbrs had ? anfwered, *' Firfl 
*^ let me gain a name, then I ihall have monu- 
•* mcnts in abundance." 

He judged that the moft lading memorial of 
a man, which is ere£^ed in the minds of pofteri- 
ty, and the moft propagated, which is communi- 
cated to them by his writings. 
* 104. Plato, finding himfelf agitated by a vio- 
lent indignation againft one of his flaves^ told 
Xenocrates, who came in accidentally, as he was 
going to corred the offender, ** Here, friend, 
** do me the favour to punifh this boy, for I 
•' find myfelf in a paffion." 

The philofophtr,. perceiving that his rage fur- 
mounted his rcr fon, was afraid to truft himfelf 
the corrediion of his fervant. It ft he ftiould ex- 
ceed the moderate bounds of juftice and difcre- 
tion : yet the vulgar punifti only when they are 
enraged. 

105. At another time, he threatened one of 
his fervants, faymg, ** Were I not* angry, I 
•* would have horfc- whipped thee.'* 

Nothing ought to be done while one is in a 
paffion. 

106. Having once mounted upon horfe-back» 
he foon al ghted, faying, ** I dread (f*ii Mnroiifi* 
Mfn) being captivated bv equeftrian ftate." 

An hoife is a proud animal, and riding has 
fomewhat magnific in it, unbecoming a phiiofo- 
pher. 

107. He was wont toadvife fuch as were given 
to drink, •* To take a view of thcmlelves in a 

lookiog 
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^ looking-glafs, that by the fight of themfclvcs 
*^ in Aich deformity, they would abflain from 
*' the practice of it/* 

108. Plato, once feeing a young fpendthrift 
fating bread and water in the door of an kin, 
where he had fquandered away a confiderable 
cftate, faid to him, ** Young man, had you 
" dined but moderately, you needed not have 
*' fupped fo poorly." 

1 09. Plato was enamoured of a young man, 
whofe name was Stella, that ftudied aftronomy, 
and went often, on clear nights, out to view the 
ftars. Whereupon he would frequently wilh 
himfelf heaven, " That he might look upon 
" Stella with a thoufand eyes.'* 

no. He was wont to fay of hlsmafterSo^ 
crates, *• That he was like the apothecaries gal- 
^' ley*pots, painted, on the outfide, with apes, 
" owls, and fatyrs : but within full of precious 
« drugs." 

III. He advifed Dion, who, on account of 
his graceful perfon, and the renown of his ex»- 
ploits, was m highefteem of every one, *' That 
'^ he (hould dread, and carefully, avoid infolence, 
** whofe conftant attendant was folitude.*' 

Their very friends forfake fuch, as, upon theif 
advancement into a high fphere of life, demean 
thenc\felves infolently. 

112. If he happened in any company, that 
behaved in an indecent or irregular manner, he 
would inftantly depart, faying, " Did leverdif- 
" cower fuch behaviour ?'* 

There is none who perceives a-right his own 
faults or blemifties : becaufe every man is partial 
to, and a flatterer of, hinafelf 5 fo that it is by the 

behaviour 
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behaviour of others, that we are beft able ( 
learn whatever is right or wrong. 

113. He ufed to inculcate this p.recept, *' Ths 
** we (bould not exercife our body, without tl) 
*' joint affiftance of our mind : nor exercife ou 
** mind, without the help of our body; andtha 
'* we ought to be equally careful of both : tha 
** one of thofe habits belonged properly to ath 
*^ letics ; and the other was the pra&ice of tb< 
** fluttifli and difingenuous." 

1 14. The Cyreneans defired Plato to fettle 
their ftate for them, and to write a body of laws, 
by which they might be governed. But the phi- 
bfopher excufed himfelf, faying, '^ That ii 
*^ would be a matter of great difficulty to com- 
•** pofe laws, for fuch as were in their happy 
•• circumflances." 

Indicating, that they would not readily con- 
form to any falutary rules or precepts laid down 
for them, who, intoxicated by the fuccefs of their 
affairs, looked upon themfelves as a happy 
people. 

115. He told Antifthenes, who was rather too 
tedious and explicit in difcourfing, ^\ Don't you 
*^ know that the hearer, and not the fpeaker, is 
** the proper judge of the meafure and propor* 
** tion of a difcourfe." 

1 16. He would fay, ** That, upon the death 
*^ of our friends, we ought to be particularly 
** quiet and eafy, partly, becaufe it cannot yet 
*^ appear altogether evident, whether it happen- 
•' ed for the better or the worfe, and, partly, bc- 
** caufe forrow wont avail us " 

We (hall ceafe to grieve, whenever we rcflefl 
ferioufly what has happened. 

XENOCRA TES 
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X E N O C R A T E S the Chalcedonian. 

1 1 7« Xenocrates, having received a huge fum of 
.Aoaey^ in a prefent, from Alexander the Greats 
racccpted only of three pounds, defiring the bear* 
crs *• To carry it back to the king, becaufe his 
** majefty had more occafion for it himfelf, who 
" was obUged to maintain more.'* 

118. A fparrow that was clofely purfued by a 
hawk, darted for (belter into the bofom of Xe- 
flocrates, who, hugging and ftroaking the poor 
creature, difmifled it, faying, ^< That he would 
" not betray the innocent fuppliant/* 

119. Xenocrates, at a noify feaft, while all 
the company kept ranting and roaring over their 
cups^ was the only perfon prcfent who was ob- 
fervea to remain filent ; being asked the reafon, 
T^hy he did not fpeak along with the company ? 
** Becaufe," replies he, " I have frequently rc- 
'* pented to have fpoke, but never repented be* 
« ing filent." 

1 20. Alexander, at another time, fent him a 
fpecial embaily, with a gratuity of fome talents : 
but the philofopher, having ufhered the ambaiTa* 
dors into the academy, invited them to fupper, 
which, confifting of his ordinary fare was both 
fimple and fparing. When, next day, the mef- 
fengers asked, if he was at leifure to tell, and 
take charge of, his money ? he told them, '< Do 
*^ you imagine, by laft night's entertainment, 
" that I ftand in need of much money ?" 

Here we have a heathen philofopher rejeAing 
a vaft fum of nioney, fent him in a prefent, by 
the richeft and mofl generous prince on earth ; 

and 
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and now they arrogate to themfelves the cba*, 
rader of fan£lity^ who, profefiing extreme po* 
verty, infomuch, that they dread touching 2{^' 
of money, as if it were viperous, by theblackel 
arts, craft, and impofture, hunt after, and wy 
nopolizethe liberah'ty of both rich and poor. 



ARCESILAUS. 

121. There was an Epicurean boaffed^thst 
tho* many of the other philofophers tlirned Epi- 
cureans, there was never an Epicurean 
turned to any other feft. ** That is very ca 
•' accounted for,*' replied Arccfilaus, ** bccrnii 
*< cocks may turn capons, but capotis can ne- 
** ver be made cocks.'* 

Meaning, that we are naturally morejront 
to pleafure than we are to virtue. 

122. He ufed to fay, " That, as there be ma- 
** ny difeafes in a place where there are many 
^* phyficians, fo there are many vices in tbat 
<* place where there be many laws/* 



B I O N, the Boryfihenite. 

123. Bion being afked, what man in life n^ui 
be the moft anxious and uneafy ? anrwered 
^* He whofe ambrtion prompts him to (bine 
** the greateft atchievements." 

He muft be tormented with a thoufand caresj 
and apprehenfions, who aims at arduous matf^^^' 
and, having obtained his aim, is equally torment- 
ed for fear he fcould lofc it, 

124. He 



in 
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124. He was wont to fay;*<< That beauty 
was a pofleffion^ not our own." 
Meaning, that it was not in the hand of man, 

account he could neither acquire nor retain 
The pofleffions of the mind are what may 
truly called our own. 

125. He ufed to fay, " That riches were the 
finews of actions, becaufe without them no- 
thing could be done/' 

126. He faid to one, who riotoufly fold, and 
afted, all his lands, *< The earth fwallowed 

Amphiaraus, and thou haft fwallowed the 
earth." 

127. He was wont to fay, *' That it was % 
great misfortune not to be able to bear mif- 

• fortunes.** 

Without being acquainted with hard(hips and ' 
ifappointments, we can have no true reUfh of 
ife. 

1 28. He would fay, ^< That it is more defire* 
^ able to diflribute the fruits of our own induf<- 
^ try to others, than to reap the benefit of other 

* people's induftry." 

He deemed it a happier condltioai and more 
ibrtunate fate, to be giving than receiving. 

1 29. He would fay, <^ That the road to hell 
^ was eafy, becaufe people went thither with 
[* their eyes (hut/* 

130. Inattefting the charader of Alcibiades, 
he taxed him thus ; *^ Alcibiades," faith he, 
'^ when a youth, allured the hufbandsfrom their 
^' wives, and when he became a man, he ran 
" away with the wives from their hufbands," 

131. While rhetoric was the fcience mpftly 
in vogue among the Athenians, Bion came to 
Rhodes, where he made profeffion of>and taught 

philofophy : 
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philofophy: for which being reprehended, k 
made anfwer, *^ Seeing I imported wheat, wodi 
•* you have me vend barley ?" 

Judging it prepofterous to require a comnO' 
dity of him, worfe in quality, or difierenc frm 
that which he carried along with htm. PbW 
phy, like wheat, is men's meat> but barley btiie 
food of horfes. Infinuating, at the fame time, 
that a philofopher difcourfed, whereas an orator, 
comparatively fpeaking, may be faid to neigh. 

132. The poets report, that the puniihoieDt 
inflided in hell upon the daughters of Danaui, 
is as follows ; they are condemned to keep filling 
t veiTel, pierced, or holed, at the bottom ^^ 
fides, with water, which they draw in fieres^ 
Bion reprehended the judgment or nicety of d|is 
-ientence, as not anfwerable to the intention, in 
point of feverity. " For," faith be, ** their pu- 
<* ni(hment would be more afflicting, were tbef 
<< made to carry the water in found, tight, vef- 
<< feis, for then they would go the mori 
" loaded." 

133. A talkative, noify fellow came once, 10^ 

irreat hurry and clutter, to Bion, craving Ms ^' 
iftance in fome affair of importance, that, te 
faid, lay upon h'ls hand. *^ Indeed, friend," re- 
plies Bion,^* you could command my aid much 
<* more readily, if, inftead of coming fouifelt) 
<< you had fent any body elfe to foUicit for 
« you/* 

154. Bbn, happening to be at fea, with a 
crew of notorious villains, fdl in among pirates* 
Whereupon his crew cryed out, viva voce, alas ! 
we are utterly undone, if they come to know 
who we are. ^< And I am undone," faith Bioni 

*< if they don't come to know who I am." 

To 
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To be known, is the protefUon of good men* 

135. He fatd, ** That arrogancy was the 
chief obftacle to proficiency." 

He is incapable of being taught, who chufes 
ther to be thought learned, than, in reality, to 

! fo. 

136. He once told a fordid rich mifer, " You 
don't poflefs your wealth, but 'tis your wealth 
poflefles you.** 

137. He would fay, *« 'fhat young men 
' (hould excell in fortitude, and old men in pru- 
' dence.** 

Experience may have taught old age wifdom. 

138. He was wont to fay> " That prudence 
' fo far excelled all other virtues, as vifion did 

* the other fenfcs.'* 

As without the eyes, which illuminate the 
^hole body, there can be no vifion, in like man- 
ter, there can be no virtue without prudence. 
Sowcan a man be juft enough to render unto 
!very one his due, unlefs prudence teaches him, 
hat this is a duty incumbent upon him ? 

139. He gave in precept, ** Not to reproach 

* a man for being old, fmce age is a period we 

* all defire to arrive at.** 

'Tis ridiculous to revile a perfon, for what we 
11 wifli to be our fate. 

1 40 . He was wont to fay, *« That impiety 
t was a bad companion for confidence,*' adding 
his verfe of Euripides, 

'« The iierceft man it makes an abjed flave.*' 

He 
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He concluded that there cemld bo no libert 
in the company of a had confcience, and that 
man could jiot talk with freedom, who la 
charged with the crime of impiety ; and finally 
that he could not enjoy. a proper. tranquiHityo 
mind, who was under apprehenfions of being of 
fenfiVe to the gods. ? 

141. He faid, ^' That, let our friends h 
** what they would, we ought flill to retain ou 
^^ former familiarity with* them, and regan 
** .them, as our friends, left we (hould kcmy a 
*^ room of them, to have commenced a friend 
^' (hip with bad men, or to have rejeSed go(H 
*« men/' 

L A C Y D E S, the Cyrcnsean- 

142. Lacydes, being fent for by kingAttalus, 
teturned this anfwer; << Imag^ fliould be view 
** ed at a diftance.*' 

Infinuating, that a clofe and conftant familia* 
rity with any perfon, oftentimes lefiens our ad- 
miration of his virtoes. 

CARNEADES. 

143. It is reported^ that though Cameades 
wa3 a man of a very rough and fonorous voicei 
he feldom or never, in difcourfe, obfecved any 
meafure, or proper elevation' of found. The 
principal of the academy fent him word once, 
not to fpeak fo loud as he did, to which Carne' 
ades anfwered, *^ Let him fend the a ftandard to 
** regulate my voice by,'* ' He has.got anau- 
^ ditory for his ftandard,' returned the principal) 
very politely. 4 

The 
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ft 

The elevation of the voice 13 to be adapted to 
the number of the ajuditory. 

144. Carneades would fay, ^^ That the fotis 
** of princes, and ^eat men, never learned any 
'^ exercife a-righc, except riding ; becaufe a 
'' horfe, not minding wbo mounts him, whether 
" prince or plebeian, throws off his back, with- 
*' out refpe£l of perfons, any not (kilful enough 
" to manage him/* 



A R 1 S T O T L E, the Stagirite. 

I4S* Ariftotle, being asked, what advantages 
people reaped by lying ? replied, " The advan- 
*^ tage of not gaining credit, when they fpeak 
'' the truth." ; ^ 

146. -Being once reproved for giving charity 
to a vile wretch, labouring then under great mi* 
Ceries, he made anfwer, *^ I gave it to the man» 
" not to his manners.'* 

A good man fuccours the wicked in diftrefi* 
This office is the confequence of a fympathy, if 
not due. to their merits, that is due, at lea^, to 
human nature. Befides, a bad man may mend» 
and become a good member of fociety. 

147. He would frequently fay to his difciples 
and friends, in the courfe of his leflures, ^* That 
^' as the eye received the vifual ray from the 
<^ ambient air, in like manner was the mind 
" enlightened by the liberal fcienccs." 

Meaning, that the animal, or qiental powersi 
of youth are not only opened, and illuminated, 
by the ftudy of mathematical learning, bm alfo 
rendered more acute and difcerning) to compfc- 
bend the myfteries of philofophy. 

Vqu.Ii: m 148. Hf 
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148. He woold fay, •« That tte rcjpts of en 
^* dition were bitter,, but Che fruity fWm ar 



** plci(ant. 

149. Being afked, what it was that fooii d< 
qiyed, aQ<) turned- old? *^ A favour,** n 
plied he. 

Intiipating, that we .are moft tenacioi|j(| 
Brindful of an injury done y5 : but foon forget 
benefit received. 

150. Being asked, what hope was ? he mad 
anfwer, ** The drea^ai5,of^ wal^iog n^n^" 

People promife themfeltes variety of vain an 
idle profpefts, by building , caries ip the aii 
which are no more than the produce of hope 
Thus Virgil, to the like purpofc. 



An qui amant, fibi fomma.fingunt ? 



Good heav'n! ms^y lovers what ihty "wiih be 

Keve; 
Or dream their w.i(hcs, and thofe dfeam$ dei 

CciVe! * 'QnYPEi^ 

151. He would fay, ** That there were thre< 
^ properties ncccffarily rcqutfite* to the attain- 
** ment of wifdom, which were nature, leam- 
♦* ing, and practice. ** 

In vain do people labour agatnft the grain. 
Wifdom is attainable only by the learned, and 
exorcHe gjives erudition the^fitiifhing ftroke. 

i^a.Being aiked, in what manner the learned 
differed from the ignorant? he made anfwefi 
** Jiiftas the living differ from the dead/' 

Meaning, that an illiterate man is, in reaUty, 
more of a ftatue than a man. 

153. Ariffo- 
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I s 3. Al*lte4le ^to >««» to ay, ••That Wau- 
tj Wtt» tfao nidll effetSiuid Idte^ of retiomkiieh^ 
iatkm.** , , ■ • " ^ 

iomc auchdii ^fttifee'thfe faying to 6iogcnc», 
i attribute th^ • feUoW^g to Ariftotle ; •« Beau- 
ty, being a gralt«ii'ty of nature, is a gift/* So^ 
ites would term' beaut)^, « A (hoft-lhred ty- 
ranny." T^fato called it, '*'< A prerog^fve oT 
nature, that fafts to the ittHirtirffcvIr/ TRco- 
fraftui ufcd to ftilc it, *« A fflciir frflttrfj'' be- 
ufeVt to capable of pcrfuadiftg trilfhour ' wcJrcfs. 
iieoerttt**- named it," The rtonr mi(chief/' 
I actount thatr k often i* the oceafion of many 
juries and incctoveniertdes, thbuglt it is agree- 
>k to^ behead. Cat-Aeades ci^llsilf,''(«^e<'^9^'>^^ 
i9ix«i«t»y ^-^^ An eii^r<r "^ithdut i*fi army;'* Be- 
mfe that beautiful perfons may^obtaifi ftcir drf- 
rcs, Without ufmg any vidence. 

1 54. Ariftotle,' hearing a man boafft, that he 
knfelf "W^^ a native of a-very famous and mighty 
ity^ told hknv *• That does not fo roach rtiat- 

* ter'5 the- (foeGion is, whether orna/ yptf ;^:e 

* worthy of fuch a city?" . •> •* 

155 . 6eing' defired to define af friemi, he feid, 

* It was one mind in two bodies." ' . 

1 5 6. He wouldTay, •* That fome meit were 

* fo fpating, as if they were to live here for ever, 
■* while others werefo prodigalj as if they were 
•« to die inftantly.'* : ' * * 

1 57'. Arifioftle was alkedj why we'liteibAter 
the' cOQVerfatit)n of the fair, and could brar it 
longer than that of others ? *< That/' anf^Vered 
he ** (hould be the query of a blind man.**/ 

A blind man is no more fcnfible of a beautiful 
perfon, than he is of the beauty of colours. 

Ma 158. Aa 
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1 5 9* An infipd coxcombf bavioc made i 
whcdc afteraooa't vifit to Ariftotl^, afur an im 
pertinent, tedious difoourfe, would bring himfdl 
off by this flourifli ; Sift fays be» I would noi 
Jeate you fo ibon» but that! am afraid I may bi 
troubkfome. ^^ No, no,'' fim Ariftocle, '* n€i 
^ in tbe leaft, &r I have not to much as thoughi 
-^ of you, ever fince you came in.'' 

i$9* Ariflotlet being afked, in what manna 
we oiqg^t to treat our friends ? replied, ^* Juft a 
- ^< we would defire to be treated by thern^^ 

1 60. He ufied to fay^ ^' That leaf ning wi 
*^ tbe moft neceilary provifion laid up : for oU 
* * age, bequife every thing elfe eith^ fedakes, 

'** or turns tirefome, and loathing, to old^ge." 

161. He bad thk frequently m hia^moytbi 

Meaning, that there were many qpoi 
.fciendsf but few, or none, real. 

162. He would fay, *< Thatnomanfluxikl 
^^* fcither fpegk in praife, orin prejudice»ofhi0- 
^' £elf, a$!Uie former denoted a vain man» and tb^ 
^^ other a madman." 

163. He advifed us, ** To contemplate plei^ 
^< fures as they depart, not as they come." That' 
is, to view them from behinSf, not from before: 
by reafon they come alluring us with a paiDted 
outfide, but, being gone, leave troubles and peni- 
tence behind them. 

1 64. He would fay, ^< That a king ought to 
^< bo the genersil of the war» the judge of dvil 
^' differences, the father of the diftrefled, and 
*^ tbemaftor of divine coremooies," 



THEO- 
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THEOPHRASTUS, the 

165. Theophraftut was wont to fiiy^ << lliait 
:IV it was belter tniftingi c« an imhridM boift^ 
;:l^ thaa- to an ungaarded tongue/*' • 
tp 966. He tokl a man, who fat fiteat at a feaft^ 
-'* If you be a fool, you ad the part of a wife 
tj/^ man $ and if you be a wife man, you play the 
P part of a fool." 

It is no inconfideraUe piece of prudence for 
illoo^e to conceal their fcdiy, by lu>ldtng their 
ikngtter- 

>^ i6j^ Hebad Ae fdlowing (aytng moft com- 
i monfy^ in - bia mouth. *^ No e^qpence i» more 
M*^ f«eciou8thaa that of time/' 

This is the only wafte that is irrecoverable^ 
^otwithftanding l^e Tulgar have nothing that 

lies fo heavily upon their bands, nor any thing 

they make fo lig^t of, as their time. 

168. He would fay, ^* That the oonftant man 

^* is not a child of nature, foecaufe every thing 

** fke begets is fubjed to change." 



DEMETRIUS PHALEREUS. 



x^9. Demetrius Phal^reus, being told that the 
Athenians bad demoliOied all the ftatues they 
had ere^led in honour of him, replied, ** But 
** they have not demoliihed thofe vertues, on 
'^ whofe account they ereded them/' 

X70. Ariftophanes, in a comedy, reprefents 
Plutus, the deity of riches, blind. Whereupon 
Demetrius (aid, ** That riches was not blind 

M 3 alone. 
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** alone^ but that fortune, the leader of ricb 
*^ was blind alfo} fo that thecooiOKMi prove 
<' tk£.bBBdJ6adu)g)thieblilid;:ittig^t.lK^fi^ ap 
*« plied to them." 

Fbrttinc f erjr often facftoivis btr gifts libcrall 
iipooiHe>iiiioft undeforyiiig* 

171. He admoftiihefl' the ypmhs *^ As the; 
f^ jEivemwid their parcMi^.ati.haiiie^and thol 
V. they met with Jnjtheaii9y9.tarJlev)ercitfamafeivc 
*', in &|litiide/' mj . .. ; .» v ' 

Shame is the moft eiFe£lual .iBcans.to dete 
tenderag^irom icfla of turpitude* and wiil be : 
fure preventloiv if .it is ifo\eftRUift»d^ as ihat tbf] 
continue to pay a due refped to themfelvivL 
. 17 2u Hetrfaitofi^y^^^ TftatlMlafiiQnidsiah 
f> wont lo: viik.us Jh our ftofpat'uy,, only ^pfaei 
^< invited: butthaty Hiad9eifi«}r«»ttte)|i«fit.mthi 
.^ousoa invitation?' i 

ComnMtt pflafiicQ, in ikis- rdpeA^ Jttard 
fontts 1^ our true friends to im»* 

• • • . . i 

' » • • • • ,,,./.• I . 

C HAT £S» the Tbebanjqrmc. 

173. Crates would fay, ** That a philofopber 

<< did not ftand in need of any thing/' From 

this perfiiaiton be Iddged Kis money in the hands 

of proper tjruftees, with this positive charge^ 

'^^ Ttet if. I^ctul^hen ptatrei fodlsy ta 1^ them 

f^.hawk: but if . thei^ Corn^'ii obi pbdoiophers, 

•** it*niighiH?^giiwn.to thftfioar/^i 1. ' . 

•> This is not tp. beiundttftood^as if. pkiiofiipbers 

were to live.updn the air., like raafidponsy. but it 

rfrreacfaes tevnparanoe aind good f^rermncnti 

tku nature coatcoA itfislf wi§i Utde, and diattbe 

•cndbvRmentso'of! tbei nwnd are fniflth- afaore the 

r .: - . ' . goods 
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ods of fcHiune, - and a poon phikfoidier muGlK) 
9ce vs^uaUe than a wealthy icfciot. \ 

Othei« (ay >. that he threw fais^ weakh into the 
fs %iag>. ^^ rii drown you^ left you drown . 



mc," 



174. Crates, (upplkaling the head of thecal^ 
g«) foil fome favour or othef^ fell d^wf) before 
^ n^H-jupoh hi6 backfide) inftead of proftrat^ ' 
giumfeljr,upoft his kaees, ^»(upflismta are wtont * 
^ (io : but obfer VH)g. t^at the priflcipal was of -^ * 
nnded at fuch an indecent carriage, he fays, 
' What ? are not thefe parts your own, equally 

Anhnadverting on the fuperftition of the vul* 
R^ir^^'ile^rol^ (^lafiirfli^eiBl^^ tp^fsdrfeiin pur- 

* ^ .1^ pomegfa^^^'Wiithout a rcftten feed, in 

* like manner, there was no man without fOHit 
'* particular foible." 

.. ^'JS^.t^l^^'^pdejftaiflce^ hisnv *if he fliotfld: n^t 
like to fee his native city rebuilt ? ** For what ?**^ 
^fi^Iied^C^ateg,:/^!^! ,^as*f M^raaoft^ 
'^ J»h4^ womld, p^thaps demoliih it.'' 1 . ' t 



E P I C T E T U S. 

.',*■. ' I » ■*•' < "' 

.' 17&.::<« Aa the.woU,'* Cuth Epi^tu*^ ^^ has 
^ ifpip»e' reff mbiance of the dog^ tfaie<)flatter«s 
*> hes^n a refembianc^ of the fij^ead .", • .;;. . 

'I77» He was wont to reduce all philofophy 
into ihefe two words, ivix!^ «ai flwrifx»i i. cv ** fu£# 
" takT> and abJlain/; / 

?i^^,^yi<*^> (fhat we:fliould weather patiy 

4WiJ5i j* thpferW^fo«M.«wn^ we >apBP<^ « 

. ,,^ M 4 the 
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dM CMift'of Wci to ^eoiiriltr W^: Billt^^ 
diaC wt flioiik! ftMlmii fnotti pkafures^pd'oM&rve 
a due ^crMient inifd tethpefiMke/'t&ti^HV' we 
Biftjr be enabled to fiiftain aKiverfity, aiid^td^ ,xe* 
main untorruptcKfii) profpcrity; ' c^ '-^^^ ^^ ■ 
i?8. He «(W to fa^ « That d^t>«!l!#^«fp. 
^^ gar^ ihatiy misfbrtune^KsEt Iisfppefii i6%i&B9 
*^ blames others ; that amvice^ia'iiriltJb^^ 
^' blames bimfelf; but that a philoibpber^ktaes 
•* neither the one, or the other." 



« f 



METROCLES. 



179. Metfocleiwas wMtto (aj^;"^ Thaf^^ri^ 
^* matters, fuch as provifions, lodgingSy^^itfM. 
^« cloatbs, might be badfor mkmey : bat' tidtt 
<' the liberal ftiences were the purch^ of 
•• time*^ ' - 

H ! P P A R C H I A, the lifter df Mietr<kfcs; 

180. Hipparchia ^iras fb in love-vrith' ^CnM, 
that, in the prefence of her father aM ikiothef, 
ihe threatened to lay violent hands upon her own 
life, if Ihe was not married to the philoibpher. 
When neither the Influence of her parents, or the 
perfuafions of her joy er, could alter her refblution^ 
Crates fttrted up,^ and, puffing off" bismiAfle, 
prefented htmfelr naked before her, crooked and 
deformed, as he was, by a large hunch) br pro- 
digious fvrelling, iipon his back, addrefSng the 
love-flck young lady in the following t^rms. 
*« Now," faith he, *♦ that thiere m(ay l^iio im- 
«* pofition in the cafcfj here is tbe^bridegFC^ for 
^* you i** and then^ tlik'dwing doWn his ibffaiid 

* * ' budget. 
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budget, b^fi^ce hcf,, £ijra, ** Ajpd jtheH^ibiags 
** are.tll .y<mr ^wry; tb«i«thcybei tbuife 
<^ upon the nutter, for I flmll iieyer have a wife 
** that will not agree wUb tbp ,iame terni9«" 
The young lady having compli^ with tjiefe 
co]iditi9ns, .be infiantly fpread bis mamle along 
the ground, and lay with her, in tba prefe^ce (? 
her parenta,^ and thus the Cynic marriagfp was 
confummat^. 



Z-E.NO, the Cyprian. 

* 
it I* Zeno is reported to have confulted the 
orade^ in order to learnt hy what meaTurea. be r 
nught dire4^ his life, fo as to turn it to the beft : 
accounts Xhe^god made aofwer, e* trvyx^iMl^ovn 
TOK nx^Qiq, i. e. ** Let him get the colour of the : 
" dead/^ The philofopher, interpreting this < 
refponfe, as if it admoniQied him to read the an- > 
cients, betook himfelf to the ftudy of philofophy. . 
Tis reported, that 2)eno was naturally of afwar- 
thy cofnplexion, but fludy and a fpare diet.would 1 
foon make him pale« . , 

182. 2eno, being formerly a merchant, was s 
(hipwrecked nighPireus, on board a vefTei lade|i « 
with purple, which was the reafon of his turning : 
philofopher^ whereupon he was wont to fa);, 
« Well, I made a gopd voyage of it, when I w^ 
«< call, away,** 

183. He ufedto fay, '• That.floricI and polite t- 
** difcourfes were like the Alexandn^o coir^, , 
«'* agreeable to. the. eye, hy reiifon of ihc image < 
** and infcription on both fides pi it : but then^ , 
•*' thatit was of no more vahie,tban if it yant^d •'» 

M 5 ;, ititi^ - 



■» 



•» thcfc pAiamcnts?' Again^ «^* *TTKtt Skk j 
*^ fludy to rpcat: rather i&fuliy,' thsMi.]d<^tn 
^* were Irke the. tedrachmas; rou^j'auneifri^ 
** caft, whichy ilotwithfhndtng, oittire|g|« 
** thofc piflured pieces" 

In iour e(Kination of money, we donlt ft 
mncb mind the neatnefs, or elegant c^ft c^ tte 
piece, as we do ^the wefght and quality of it^ 
nor, in like manner, does it iignify, wnether s 
difoourfe be elegantly expreflfed, or not, provid- 
ing it be ferious and ufeful. 

184. Hearing a certain man fay, that the pre- 
cepts of thephilofophers were very fhori and 
concrfe, •* *Tia true, fo they be/' repRed 2eno, 
*• and fo ought their Very fyllabfes, if ft were 
** poffiWe/' 

Trirth does not require a rcdund'anc;y of cx- 
preifions to reprefent it i befides, we remember 
thofe fentimencs beft, that are cOuched up in the 
fcweft words, j 

185. Zeno, hearing a youngs man tattiwrJ 
too much freedom, told him," •* We have two 
•• cars, and but one tongue, for this very reafofl; 
<« that we fliould hear much, and talk little.^ 

1 86. Zeno, hearing a certain man .fay, that 
he did not approve of Antifthenes, irf fcveral 
parts of his doftrines, afted him, " If Antiftbe- 
*' nes had ought that he could like ?'* The oiaft 
replied, that he did not well 6now» whether be 
had or not. ** And are not you zjChzmedf'* 
added 2eno, *V to cull out, and retain in me* 

mory, fuch paffages, wherein Antifthenes 
might be objefted to, without either readingi 

<« or remettibcring whatever he might have cx- 

.« celled in .?*** ^ 

This 



(C 




PdS^n^ '^pwii to rpm^ wiio account tn<^nireiye5 
'U m<pratl of oiir^ay and gepemtioii i jtfiat lu^ 
i^fjft?*exiitb'itcd anj^ otfer proot oflHeir parts o^f 
:4;qm§tj!l^t^ts>i ^ m "a vaift amtmoa, oif 
j^i>ln<feg out to view the'bTcxBiuiesoflear^^pni 
judicious writers, witKouf^cVer regarifingVor re- 
Bieim>crlng ib ffngle* but the beauties and excdU 
lencies of theie men. ^ . . ; 

187. He told a prattfipg youiig fellow, whpni 
he obfcrved to £e^p perpetually talkingt ** Your 
'* e'ars, my lad, have flown down to your 

** tongue. ... . . i * 

^^iHriuatihg, that youtK f£iouId hear ^uch, but 

talk littl^. , , ' . 

iti, Zency, happening to hear a' handlbqi^ 
youth affirm, that none of your wife and phila- 
fophii* men were ever in love, told him, ** N07 
** thing could 'fall out more unhappily . for^o^ 
^* beauties/* - . » • * ^ ' 

^juil aiid, 9onfcieri)tfpus teacher a4monlftiaj 
ahff inftrud{i his ^ pupils t6 a love for virtue, 15 
or&r'to 'make t^cm,ot)je£h worthy of his affecr 
tibh Vahd' this Is certainly Jruc affeSipn, for tixcfi 
as are commonly faid to love, are dnlj^ iii pilr- 
fuit oif their own happinefs, gei^erilly to the ruiif 
of the perfons beloy&d. , . . « 

^ iSgV He ufed lb fa^^j/^* 'that man Teemed tq 
^< be deficient in nothings^ fo ihucd as he waf ia 

tie jjidged very difterent from thofe, Who,, 4 
U WcTCj^ murder the greateft part of tf^eir livg 
in Aeeping,. drinkiiig, trifling, and gaming, juit 
as if inan had mote time tipoil his hand, thaa bo 
could ufefully dilpofe of. : • . ** 

7 M 6 *' 196'. Zeno, 



' 199. ZenO) hftvingcamht aaarrts^ (Aief <» 
a flaYC, belonging to bimielf, in the v^ aft^oi 
thieving, ordered him Co be feverdr mti^ 
The r^ue, as beVas gping ia be itk^mioaig 
would iain alleviate his guilty faying> tfa^ k«fl« 
deftin'd for hkn to flt»), ^^^iitt Uk b6 laftfdfoi 
•• fa doing/' added Zeno. ^ 

The flave wanted to plead a ^(al hedsffity, in 
cxcufe of hk crime, but Zeno turned that aeoef- 
fity, as equaUy fatal in bis puniftunent^ 

191, He would fey 4" That a comely, perfon 
** graced his difcourfet or otherwife» thalt amean 
** appearance fpoilt one*** Otbeu tcbte it, 
** That an elegant difcourfe was an oi^iuneat 
*« to beauty/' 

'Tis certain that a graceful perfod recom- 
mends his fpeech to us, with an irrcfifttUe force, 
and, on the other band, that an elegant fpeech 
fives luftre, and adds ornaments^ to pcrfonal ad* 
iraniages. 

192. One Pionyfiusir It difciple of Zeno, one 
4ay, afked his ohafter, what the reafbn was, that 
isf all his fcholars, he (houki be the only one 
who was never corre^ed ? ^* I don't tiiiiijrou," 
tcplied the pbilofopher. . . 

Infinuating, that he had no hopes of mending 
im by coercions. 
195*. The ambafladitrs bf king Ptolemy, hav- 
ing invited all the learned men of Athens to a 
Kch entertainment, afked Zeno^ who, of aU the 
|uefts, was the only perfon obfervcd not to dif* 
courie, during that entertainment, what report 
Am we m%ke of thee to the king our mafter? 
** Why, tellbioH" replied ^eno|fmilfagi**'itbat 
** jI^"^*^ an old man>, wbo knew Jiow^ to fit 
•• fifeifc^tafeaft." . 

While 



Wkite^tte d^e^ gMftH out of viimty and of* 
tenmi^tH' t(i^ &QW their pacts,, talked away, with 
all imagiftid)le etigernef8»to rivals or outfliineone 
nother, .Zisno was the only perfon.^ho could 

■ 190^ Zdno^i .%eing asfced, how he could dfieo-* 
ver fo much chearfulneft and gaiety over a^ bottle, 
at a 6aft, foemg, that he was naturally fotir and 
morofe i inerriTy anfweitd, ** You fee, that pot- 
*^ herbs, though bictcfr and infipid in their own 
*^ imure> are, by foakfng them in water, ren* 
*^ dered (Weetand plcafant/' 

A* feafoitable refrefimient of meat and drink 
natoraily ^fpels melancholy, and b^ets g;o6H 
humour. : 

195:. -He was wont to fay, ** That it was bet- 
** ter tfec feot fhould flip, than the tongne;" • ^ 

Zeno avoided ' feafting, and public entertait^ 
nitnts,as much a« pcrfH)le, for fear that, being tbb 
>nuch unbended by liquor, and provoked by the 
prattle of others^ he fliould be more liable to 
^k unguairdedly. ■ . > 

iq6. Zeno, bearing fome perfons' fay, in ex* 

cuC/of their high and luxurious livmg^j-that fliey 

^tdy occafipned a confumption of Itich things, as 

abountled' with them, made this moft ingenious 

reply ; ** Should you," faid he, **' be ^isfied 

•« with a cook^ wno, If he faked your vitals 

^* too much, would plead,' in excufefor himfeff, 

^^ thatft)ifasno macteri as be had fait in al>un-' 

^* Azni^iyhimr "* " ' ^ . 

\. Meaning, that we are nit)t onfly under amoral 

obHgation, tO'niake a moderate uie of thiiigi 

rare in their kihd, but are under a tie to dianage 

things that Abound among us; agreeable to the 

Ufe and nec^ty of our nature. 

CLEANTHES 



• » '»« 



a#4 Xhe AcmiffHiK^iw IMe»3[ji 

197. Cleanth^, happeniiig to ov^rVear a fa 
Jiciiy nun talking to- bimfelf^ (kid^ ^\ Tak( 
^ becd^ friendt that you doo't talk to a be 
« man- ... 

Solitude is dangerous tol}ad people. 

^98. Cleanthca^ beiog.repfoached for hls^gCj 
replied, <* Indeed, 1 defire to depart : but tben, 
«* when I rede(^ .that I am founds both 10 mind 
** and body» fo . that foinething may be either 
,** read or wrote,.! think a^iii of fta^ying/' 

Meaning, that lie was no way Fond of //(c * 
jao^ intimacij^^ ^at jiobody, who jfetains.tb^ 
proper ufe of jti\e powers' ^d faculties vfce^fi^y 
iptr di^harging tl>e feveral fun^ions of lif^) 
Cbould^ on account of old ^e^ fbrfake the world< 

■ ; • • ■• • : -I 

■ CirKV5liPi>trs,tbeSoi;nW.. ' 

/. 199. He w^ fuch ai^&cute IbgiciaiH as Qca- 
fibned f^ils noted favin^, <^ Tha^' if th^ goo) 
*< were, to pra£iife Jogic, it would, have been 
V . that of Cbryfippf^. 

. ; 200. A certain oim told Ch^y&miifj that .It 
upas a great lofs to hkp^ that he aid'i;iot itur 
dv ohilofophy. uncfer Ariflio. aloni! with tb^ 



'Chnrfippus, " if iftudied with.theinultitude." 

The Greek vQhXol, ilgnifees the multitude, of 

rabble> as wel) .as a multitude -of men» / He i^^' 

■ :. .>;-•■■ .g'H 



rrc*, t&at tIlio(e rtiings'^^e rtot geflera!iy*thc 
ft, idik* plcafed a muitftudo ^ 
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201. Pythagoras was wont tofaf, ••ThatFitr-i^ 
man life wa^ Iffee^ a gefiera), fetonn ineetin|» 
at a fair, to vAtith fomc rclbflcd 6ri purpOTtf 
to contend, others ta traffic, and a few as' 
fpedators of the whole. In the mean time, 
that, while aW the reft lived in perpctoal 
cares and/olicitudes, the fpedator aione was 
the only perfon, who, in peace and tranouili- 
ty, enjoyed the Prions paftiflaest^fthisrefott ;' 
' that thw fpeflator Was nought dfe Ihin thd[ 

* philofopihtt, wht)' fecras to have maflc, his apj-' 
' pearance on the theatre of thiar world, fcfr no 

* other end» th^n to contemplate the nature of 

* things, and the manners of men.*' 

202. Pythagoras, being afked» whe/i a man 
Hould have dealings- with a womjtri ? anfwered| 

* whenever he inclines to debilttife' himfelf.** 
Venery enei*tates the human cofnRStution. 

203. He woafd fey, •« That firft dfeficades 
^ creep ?ntD a ftatf, whcrtce latiety cnfties, af- 

* ter that vroFencc follows dofe behind, 6t which ' 

* deftttfAiort is thd natufrf cbnlkfuefiCe, and* 
^ Comes upitbdafe' the ^ataftrdphe/* * 

•HERACLITUS, the Ephefian; '* 

204. HeracBtus ufed fo fay, " That vTe (hoald^ 
** be morfc forwardto' fvb^fMi'zti irtjury,<thah^ 
** tto extinguilh a fire/' 

The 
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The Ugbteft Qfl^Q(M» ifnftfDftedt 
amount to crimes of cbe moft alrocioui 
and tragic tendency. All are forward to 
guifli a fire: but, alas! the generality of dii 
world fooner irritatCtand foment the moft flaming 
dtfconb and debates, than endeavour to allay, or 
compofe them. 

205. Heraditus, being once asked, why bft 
was fo filent ? rq>Ued, *^ That you oiay bave^i 
^* opportunity to fpeak/' 

XENOPHANES, the Colopbooian. 

20& Xenophanes, bearing Empedoclesaffifnv 
diat no fuch thing as a wife man was to be met 
with, replied, *' 'Tis no wonder, for he muft be 
^* a wife man, that is able to diftioguiib a wife 
" man/* 

DEMOCRITUS, the Milefiao. 

207. Democritus would fay, ** That if the 
** body was to call the mind ta.anaccouiit» the 
** latter would appear very defe^ve in the pro- 
*^ per execution of its adnuniftration." 

The mind is ftationed in the body, in the o/f 
fice and quality of a governor,and yet, we iboulu) 
upon a thorough examination, find it the in&rii' 
m€;fit of almoft all the calamities that aSc& the. 
body. 

A N A X A R C H U S, the Abdcritc. 

•ao8. Anaxarcbus, being at fupper with Alex- 
ander^ ai^d Nicdcreoni tyrant q£ Cyprus, to.9i'b^^ 



Aieniiidci'V^fleiftg tlMm,'howth^ liked> their' 
bpm'4 4^ *TFiik^^V€ry elegant one,*butftould 
^ faafe tieeii fiB^ch better^ if the he^d of « cer* 
** mBi ijip^y^ prlhce,** foddng at Nieodreon, 
* wjj^^t- oflFi ^an* pitfeti^ on d* ttMe*** 

209. Anaxarcfaiis^ after the death df Akxafl^ 
Jer, hHirg,;^y » vkl^f tempeft, fofced aftore^ 
uponthb eoaft of Cypt^s, was feisted by Nico^ 
CKon^ who^' in revenge of the infirit idready 
mentioned, ordered him to be pounded to death 
in a mortar* * During the time <i tiiis horrid 
dperation, he had this cdebrated laying always in 
& month. ^^ 'rit ' am|«^ J^AMMr, "jad^tfx^ 
^»«Aifl.K. i. e. *• You may beattiie kjitter- 
^^ bag of Ana^carchits^ but yon dol/t touch An« 
" axafchoa;** 

latiniiting, that the body was no paft of ^af 
which conftituted'the man, and was nothing clfe 
^^ the receptatle of die mindt which is the 
^^^ and cannot be pounded* 

2 lo. 'While he was kept upon the rack by the 
^rant Nieodreon, -in^fder to eiftorta'confeffion 
from him, be was, at length » after feveral fevere 
^rcMicHes'difow:n ixpon the k^g, threatened to 
have his tongue cut out. <^ Emminace boy,'* 
repliet he, ^' that part of my bddy is beyond thy 
*^ power/* Whereupon, having bit off*M 
tongae^betvfoen his tecthv hc^ srftirtr chewing it, 
fpit it^ut, right Jnto the tyraint's mouthy aS it 
gaped wide open^ for indignations ^ 



'\ 



Z £ N O) tbe£ie«i* 

♦ * " • -...-■.,. ^ ^ 

' ^xf..Zeiio»fh}rmii9*agai«iftmiewl^ 
him, was fevcrely rq^febendc4> on account sfaat 

he, 




M^ • ..».». • ..4/ 1 

b€> kfi\H'^ fkiMfpbni fli<iiiWri4frii^»«M'* 
fiftirrtUfy » or ^kMe ♦f . taipiid«it ^and* idw- 
ptfdiHkl. :*' If I mna hot tottched' sft a^ 
xefHtihtj '« {[ Awld aotbtforfiUe ofjpatif 

He fsiift beaftocki oi^ Avfie^ to whom pfiife 

or ffvpTiMKiby. ia equdly jftSifipNiHi Buihcniuft 

Vf A ftttloii^, #h0 cifi'lbhi lb «i9vie4^atecthei$! 

aa 10 'Pernor froto the jmlat of j«flite and tqmtj, 

. ai^ HruTed tt> lay^ ^^ T4iat:fifi]f i>iK might 

<*raf}prebeiid, b)r faiadivaiAd» nitKit pmiasocf 
*^Jie had made in.philofM6y^ jn J^ard^ that! 
V were be a philbfopheri: he ivMid lieither fui- 
*^ <9 the doiogr^ defiHOg «Call}K:thing^tliatvvi& 
*-* iii>»rt>I«nV ^ ' u/f •* ,^ .i . 

reft, that it difcovere its true contl&miomd ^ 
fiaiqns:^ befidea^. fpnrii Uieidtali^ or bfajeas of 
the. aflt;diaii«* fHtqwr ,1% peoi^l^ ia. their !!#» 
whicb they yrg^iA Aot vefttui^ to %ry or db^ wtit 
they waking, ; •: ' : 



.1 



^' 



Pi;Y A:A.SlO» itht EBmu 



' •» , • • •, ^ 



.213* INrrtiio> hiingjonce fucprifiA io fdBoquy 
Wi^h hioiMf^ wrMiafted^ntetbe.mLightbedoiog 
akNie? ^< MkdkatingiTaid be» ^' how to be< 
♦* c^e a go^imah/f r |' r ■' 

:lMelt»ng» tthiir Mitudrrwvl ncccflaiyfertbat 
fMVo^^aod.-c^Mpavy iiioanmniBtfit:withJft.: 

2 1 4. Pyrrho»(betttt:toid,-.al (» r«iiidciit<^ f* 
tcr Philifta, that he forgot his projeffion, which 
taught perfeALihdiftre^ -in jilF: occunences, 
eluded the objeaion, faying, ** Nay, but that 
•' doarte <km Jnnt^if^ffy: aiftiitd^enqr m 

^^.1 215. Being) 



§o(k ^H; of che 3hmM09wu^. 2591. 

! . •f?5*.;3einfr.at,jmoi^er jU»ic, qlf^aH t^ for 

Ht would fiDionec acknowledge a bHimnfi^I*'' 
a 1 6* He ufed to admire the foUowNAg ver fe of 

'^^^D^eTtt in Dmfertsace <tQ All di^ raft. 
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Wficieaves o» trees, tbecaice off man is found. 



4 
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Becaufe, that while part of us arc blown a- 
^ay» as the leaves by the wind, others fpring up. 



"■eaning, that there is nothing firm, or perpe- 



"*al in human life, but that all are driven about, 
^y every wind of fortune. 

XENOPHON. 



,5 V 7 • Xcnophon would commonly fay, " That 
^^ It was the part of a wife and prudent man to 
reap advantage from his enemies." 
A^is the common opinion, that no other fingle 
advantage under the fun is equivalent to a faith- 
tul friend. But 'tis a fentiment worthy of a phi- 
lofopher, that, as (kilful phyficians extrad medi- 
cine, and nfcful remedies, from ferpents, and 
other noxious animals ; in like manner, a wife 
fnan may difcover feveral ufeful and prudential 
innuendoes, for the conduft of his life, from his 
v^ry etiemies. 

218. He 
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siStf He would iay, << That it is in tbe tinA 
^ of proijperity, and not of diftrefs and calamim 
'' that we ought to woHhip and adore the godsi 
becaufe that then we might, with greater coiH 
fidence^ and aflurance in their favour and good- 
will, after havir^ made chem our firieards^tm- 
plore their affiftance at a junfhire of diftfefs." 
Well thought Xenophon, notwithftanding tbe 
general practice of the world runs counter to thy 
admonition ! In profperity, we find tbe worship 
pi the Deity forgot and negjeded, but as iboo as 
tny cabmity« that we cannot avoid,. threatfiis» 
or afflids US| we fly for Ihelter to the negle^ed 
altars* 



THE 
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B O OK VIII. 



The APOPHTHEGMS of the Sophistbxs. 



NO "W we are come from the phibiaplicrs 
to the fepfaifters : or, as one oii^ fay, 
<^' tinr^ ifl^ ttHff from the horfes to the afles. For 
my <ywrn part, I confeis myfelf at a lofs, to ap- 
prehend the reafon, why this fort of men ever 
casne to engrofs fo much efteem among the an* 
. cients, as to attrad not only the admiration of 
the vulgar, but the reverence and regard of the 

Sreateft princes s more efpecially when I confi'- 
er» that, a few only excepted, they were nei- 
ther genuine poets, expert rhetoricians, orfincere 
philolophers, but perfect apes and mimics of all 
the three ; capable only of catching the popular 
applaufe, and, by the volubility of their tongue, 
fitted to footh the ear of the gaping croud. 

Hence 
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Hence we cannot wonder^ that tkeir nicft 
markable fayings ace ftiiE and dull* when c 
pared to tbc^e of the philbfophers, or even 
poets i nay, the apophthegms of parafitesi a 
prafti(qtesJtbe0»fehr^v^pm;» for the ipp&fi 
in^e^gMt» ' pith]^ a^d ^nted,' than^ mi} 
meet with amongft them. -Sut this book co 
tains a variety ofj&\|yiy tfQ^es : fome of whic 
according to the ffpigrammatift, . you'll, poffibl;, 
find eood ones» others indifietent, but moft '" 
phv^Hii: HCthe^^odtiatidreii re^ci^wilV 
*apt to'^excuTe^us,' when we'(&t hiih hi mfnifi 
that we give them away juft fuch as we ha 
them. 

I. Leo, .m^fiysvii^ (i^hiSer, being dif- 
patched ambailador to king Philip, as be was 
making great preparations ot war againft the 
Byzantitns, accofted the king in the following 
.mmiert' «^ WJiat'* oMeJoi^iti^ fhffi^'-ffiib 
he, ^' that you are making all thefe preparations 

- *• for war ?*' Truly, replies the king, I am ft 

^tBkfomkiti >df lyourj'or^, .^the'i>eikuty-(^.^^ 
, wbbU^ilbat I faavecrefoWed tb m^khmfstffct' 
uBxkc befaneilheiirery gAtesof my loyeM ^^llay/' 
• 6nth Lto, 'S: fiftch m dcfirea niuttud- racurn of 

- ^^ iavCf dOB*t jadge^it advifeabic to appear, in^ 
-*^ hDoftife mmner, bcfiore the habitatioiY of their 
t *^ paramours : for lovers don^t requtre v^iike, 
c^^ fo nwchad obliging ^mftruments^'V 

- T. IcOf. . the fopfaiAer^ wa» wopt^to (vfi 
'*^ That fivknefs was a motofc habit o£tbe*mind, 

'^^ in. regard,, the fickmaa is ofendedatiics wi/^s 
>< accoies the phyiidan^ is out of humour with 
>< fais' bed^ difgufibd at the vifit of a friend^ ^^^ 
>^ molefted:at his departure/' 

■ .A 



A:fit^ iBlhd'te^^irple^re<| and troubled at a$r^«« 
#€, as? iWel^ as taiafrit^^^^ . ; 

3I l^'bt^iotas, thfe: A,6d maintain- 

ed ^dt fiarTc0ovi^fed^ei in regard tp the gods^ 
did hbl reach /q far aa tp'te capable of eftabliih- 
iog^' proof of their cxiftcnce. Th^book^he 
wrote. In (bppbtt pf this dQ£l'ri)(ie, .were public- 
ly Wrnt fti'tnc fiiruih. ' ;,^ , . ^/ . , • . 

ttt^hisfervH9f':aj^oi)f^^ of 

Burriing boek^j* Which' t^nd^ci' to intrpduce,"Qr 
prooi^e^ hej'eiies, did.pcJ; waQtrQr a p(eced^n^ 
tv6ti znLox^ Ij^e' records^ of' the ancMsnt hea- 
thens. ' ' ' 




h tipoft tht ixihii 6f Alzkr \ ''\ , 

. Not denyijDj; tlfiat^ in tliC courfe of nk plead- 
ings, he ;nadfe iife of words jin4 %ure8, fon>^- 
what too (I'rtKig and i^eh^ment, yet intlbinatinf^, 
that theft Jblufteriiigs wcrfe hot ipft,, but turned 
out'i^Uchtothe^dvailtage'of bjs cl^ ' « 

5. Dionyfius, tihe ifophrftef,^ ufibdto .fay to hjjs 
acqasthltances, ^ We Indukl fip the liopey, (roni 
^^ .ofFrthe tjp of our iinepr ; and not fwallow it, 
" oUtof'thebolW of ou^hand.'* 

Intimatipg/that we Xhould be moft fparing in 
our in/du)gipgofpleafuies. 

*6. PoVeiti6h, the foph]{ler,'b6t];kg abroad up9|i 
his travels, the emperor Antonius Happened, in 
hi^ siblefnce,' to put' up at his howfe, being the 
ne^teft and moft convenient lodging^ in all Smyr- 
na: But the fophiftei*, returning from his tra- 
vels, in the very dead of n'^ht,. bawled out, be- 
fore the door, that he was very ill ufed, to be 
fiiut out of his own houfe. The emperor, know- 
ing 
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log him, reiDoved that very nighty and made wa 
for him. It happened, that, fonic time then 
after, Polemon coming to Rome, Csefarcivill 
upbraided him with his behaviour upon this o( 
cafion : ^however, he appointed ahaodibmelod^ 
ing for hio^, with j(peci|4 injuo^ons that non 
Ihould offer to moleft, or turn him out. In th 
mean time, there arrived, out of Alia, a certaj 
ftage-player,from theOlym'pic games,over whic 
f olemon was commiflary^ with an appeal to Cae 
far, complaining, that, right as the play began 
he wai turned outt off the ftage, by this Polel 
mon. Caefar asked the ador, ^' What time i 
** was that he was turned out V much abou 
mid-day, replied the other, ** Nay," fays Cae^ 
'far, merrily enough, ^* but he turned me out o\ 
^* ddors, juft at midnight, and fti I appealed tcj 
" no judge upon the matter/* . ' ^ 

7. rolemon, being told. By Timocrates, ibi 
philofopher, that Favorinus was intolerablf tal- 

:kative, made anfwer, ** So are all old women." 

' ' Animadverting upon his habit of body : for 

this Favoriiius was an eunuch. He feemedto 

excufe the failing, by a^ibuting a fufficieotrea* 

fon for it. 

8. PoleMon ordered hTmfelf to be buried alive, 
and being let down to the fepulchre, he called 
out, to thofe whom he bad employed to (hut up 
the tomb, ^* Cover me, cover me, led the fun 
'« behold me filent !" 

9. The laws ordained, that if any man was 
convi£led of having raifed, or been the author of 
a fedltion, he fhould be punilhed with death: at 
the fame time, it provided a reward for the per- 
fon who appeafed this tumult. One and the 
fame man, having raifed a fedition, quelled it, 

S and 
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Imd, in confequence of the latter, claifi^d the re- 
gard provided by law. Secitiidus, the fophiiler^ 
iang defired to declaim upon this fi|bjeQ:> re- 
>%1ye(f it thus ; '< Firft, he railed the fedition, 
« nt^ he ^ppea^fcd it. Why, then,'* faith he, 
*** let htin iirft bear the puniibment annexed to 
* « his crime, and then, if he can, claim the rc- 

■ ** ward due to his good offices.'* 

^ lo. Gorgiaa» the fophifter, would fay, •* Th^t 
" tragedy was a deception, whereby whoever de- 
<* ceived another, was a more upright man than 
" be who did not j and that, whoever was de- 
" ceived, muft be a wifcr man than he upon 
" whom the deceit could not pafs/* 

A well wrote tragedy, if well a<9ed, impofes a 
belief upon us of the various circumftances repre- 
fented. He feems therefore a more juft man, 
who ferves mankind, even by impofturc, than he 
who does not; and be muft be allowed a wifer 
man, who profits fo far by this impofition, as tp 
difcern the difference between honeft ^nd dif- 
honcft si£tions, than he who does not. 

H. Herodes, the fophifter, lamented the death 
of his wife RegiHa to fuch.a degree, that he or- 
dered all the furniture, paintings, and other or- 
naments of his houfe, to be died black. Nay, 
he had all the rooms hung with blac^ cloth, and 

■ lined his hpufe with Left)ian ftone, black as jet, 
•being the greatefi emblem of mourning* Some 

time after this, Lucius the fophifter, happening 
to vifit at the houfe of Herodes, endeavoured, all 
in vain, to reafon him o^t of this immoderate in- 
dulgence of forrow. However, having obferv- 
ed, as he was going home, fome boys wafhipg a 
few radiflies, at a well near the houfe, he aiked, 
*' If thefe radifljes were for Herodes ?" The boys 
Vol. II. N ' having 
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having anfwered in the affirmative) *' He injur 
'** the memory of Regilla, very much," continu 
cd he, *^ by eating white roots in a blad 
** houfe." This being told Herodes, he re ^ 
moved thefe enfigns of forrow out of the way, 
left he (hould become ridiculous to men of fenfe. 

1 2. ThisLucius, being perpetually railed at bf 
Proteus the Cynic, one day told him, ** We now 
*^ are both turned old, you, in the praiSlice of 
*< abufmg, and I, in that of bearing with it." j 

He judged that bid habit, in which a manl 
turned old, incurable, and concluded, that hej 
himfelf could bear, with greater patience, an/j 
inconvenience he was long accuftomed to. | 

13. Alexander, the fophifter, being fent upon 
an embafly, from Seleucia, to Antonius the 6ri>f 
upon obferving the emperor pay but little atten- 
tion to his remonftrances, called out, in an ab- 
rupt manner, Caefar, I infift that you (hould bear 
what I have got. to fay. The emperor, exaf- 
perated at this rude and coniidetfit rebuke, imdc 
anfwer, *' Why, I do both hear and underftand 
<* thee ; for thou art the very man who adorcft 
«< a fine head of hair, a fet of white teeth, who 
**< pareft nails to admiration, and always fmelleil 
<« of ointments." 

14. Philager, being alked the reafon, why he 
took no pleafure in educating children ? made 
anfwer, '' Bee safe I take no pleafure in myfelf.*' 

He ingenuoufly acknowledged his natural foi- 
lile, for he was a paflSonate morofe man, and 
confequently, not a fuitablc man to be intrufted 
with the inftrudlion of youth. 

15. Prpclus^ the Naucratite, having a fun, 
-who indulged an unaccountable fondnefs, in feed- 
ing and taming game cocks, quails, puppies, and 

horfe , 
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torfes, was fo far from difapproving of the yotith's 
xtravagancies, that he frequently employed hitn- 
elfjtogether with his fon, in thefc youthful amufc- 
»ents. But, being reprimanded by his friends^ 
)n this account, he told them, ** Why? my 
^' fon (hall fooner tire of thcfe diverfions, by 
" exercifinfr himfelf in them, along with an old 
" man, than were he to play with his equals." 

1 6. Hippodromus, thefophifter, being prefent 
at a tryal of fkill upon the flagc, where Clemens^ 
the moft renowned Byzantian after, after per- 
forming to admiration, before the prefidents of 
the Amphiflyonic council, at the time Byzan^ 
tium was ~ bedeged by the Romans, was denied 
the viftory, ftarted up, faying, ** Farewell to 
^V fuch as appla.ud partially, and determine wrong* 
** fully i but I, for my part, declare the vlftory 
*' in favour of Clemens." The other a£tor 
having appealed to Caefar, the vidlory was deter- 
mined agreeable to the judgment of Hippodro- 
mus* 

17. He ufed to call Homer " the voice," and 

Archilochus, <* the fpirit, of fophifters," bccairfe 
the one furniflied them with fplendid expreffions, 
and the other with bitternefs and vehemency. 

i8. Quirinus, the fophifter, bdng told by the 
A&atics, that he was more mild, and ufed a 
greater lenity, in drawing up his impeachments, 
than was confiftent with their laws and cuf- 
toxns» replied. *' It is better that you imitace 
«* my lenity, than that I copy your cruelty •^' 
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1 9« Pomponitts Marcellus, having reprehfiod- 
cd fome part of Tiberius CflB£ftr'<8 fpeech, as bad 
langoagCy Atteius.CapitO:iiiaiotatiied, that it was 
Latiiiyand infifted, that, if it was not curreoi lan- 
guage, it would certainly be fudi. ^* Capito,*' 
replies Pomponius, *' by faying that it is fono«s 
^* tells a manifeft lie ; and, for your part, Cx- 
^* far, though you jnay give cdmsi a ci^, yoo 
*« can't give words one/' 

The dty is given to thofe iv4io aee gifted widi 
the freedom of cittaens* and the city is given to 
words, that are admitted part of the ourieat lan- 
guage of Rome. Juft as ^here are many words, 
as well Britiih, Gallic, and Perfian, as Gieek, 
adopted in the Roman language. Hence we fte 
that public ufe may do what CeiAx a>uld not. 

20. Epicurus difappraved of this inflitute of 
Pythagoras, who, while he taught, that friends 
ihould have every thing in common, ordered bis 
difciples to lay dawn all their pofieffions into 
one common ftock, faying, ^' That fuchaain- 
*< jundien impKed adiftdence id oae anod^r, 
^* rather than any confidence or frieipdiliH)-^' 

If any man is fincerdy my fiiesid, aU his pof- 
ieffions are at my fervice, more than if it was a 
common property. Moreover, he who difisjtfb, 
cither is not a real friend, or elfe he doubts the 
fincerity of the other's intentions. 

21. The following is a celebrated iaying of 
Euripides, ^* That one good project, juftly exe- 
^' cuted, would defeat a whole army/' 

2 2. Euripides told one who reproached him 
with having a ftinking breath, *^'Tis no wonder, 
'< friend, for a great many fecret things rbtted 
** within me/' 

S Meaning, 
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Nleaning, that he could conceal (ecrets. 
rhings that lie hid, and heaped together, are 
l^onir to rot. 

^ 23* A certain man, being provoked at one 
prho drove an aft, was juft going to ftrike hioi, 
irhen the driver cried out. Hold, fir, I am an 
Athenian. Whereupon the man, turning to the 
a(s, laihed it about, faying, *< I hope thou art 
*• no Athenian." 

24. Portia, the younger, hearing a certain 
womsi, who was then married to her fecond 
hufband, very much cried up, for a well-behaved 
lady, made anfwer, *< A happy, modeft matron 
** will never marry above once." 

This lady would not admit, that a woman 
IhouM be ranked among the moral part of the 
fair frx, if file ventured upon a feomd huiband, 
without the contingencies of her condition, or 
circutnftantaw neceffiirily compelled her to it. 
Poverty may ceiiftvain a woman to alter her con* 
ditton, but to marry for dw^ fake of cokioti a*^ 
lone, is not, ftridlly fpeakrng, c()nfiftent with the 
chanider of a chafte woman. For this reafon, 
ihe (iud, a happy wsman^ or one eafy in her cir- 
cumftances, excoftag cafes of necefSty . 

25. Her rrfaciom, perfuading Anntato a fe- 
cond buftand, urged, that as &e was a young 
woman, there might be hopes of a numerous 
progeny from ber i and, being a handibme wo- 
man befides, (he had a profpeS of mutual affec- 
tion. *' I Oiall never marry," replied flie, ^^ for 
^^ had it been my lot to meet with a good huf- 
^' band, I (hould live in perpetual fear and ap- 
*^ prehenfions of lofing huh ; and if it were my 
** misfortane to tight upon a bad hufband, where 

N 3 ** IS 
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*^ is the neceffity of bearing the worfl:^ after I 
*• had the bcft of bu{bands ?" 

26. Martia, the younger, daughter of Cats, 
being obierved to mourn {or iier hufband, ]amx 
than was the cuilom of the country, ibmebodj 
asked her, when (he would ceafe to wear mourn- 
ings for her hu^and ? ** When I ceafe to live," 
lepUed (he. 

Such was the behaviour of a heathen lady, to 
the great (hame and di fgrace of many Chrinian 
women, who are oftentimes married, when their 
hufbands are fcarcely under ground ! 

ay. Valeria, the fitter of Meflala, being foli- 
citcd in marriage, at a proper time aft^r the death 
of her hufband Servius, made anfwer, ^^ lihouki 
^* be guilty of adultery to marry ! for tfaougi 
«* my hufband Servius is dead to all the reft of 
*^ the world, to me he is ftill alive." 

28. Pythias, the daughter of Ariftotle, bcfng 
afked, what was the moft fetting cokntr i an- 
fwered, ** The bluih wherewith fhame dyes a 
*« modeftface." 

By this fingle faying, you may difcern the pbi- 
lofopher's daughter ! other women are generally 
more in fancy with other forts of colours* 

29. An ancient, though ^uionymous, philofo- 
pher, allayed the extreme grief of queen Ariinoe, 
in this manner. ** At the time," faid he, **that 
*^ Jupiter diOributed their feveral ibares of ho- 
*^ nours among the daen>ons, mourning was not 
*^ prefent, but arrived foon after the diftribution 
^' was over : Jupiter, defirous to confer feme 
«« poft of difttndion upon it, and finding none 
^^ unoccupied, at length affigned it the ho- 
<* nours paid to the dead, fuch as tears and* la- 
** mentations. Therefore," proceeded he, 

♦* mourning, 
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mourning, like other dsemons, is well difpofed. 
^o fuch as devote themfelves to its worfbip 
sind fervice : but if your majefty had once 
treated it with a jull contempt, it would ne- 
ver vifityou thereafter. On the contrary, if 
you continue to pay it weepings and lamenta- 
tions, the honours aligned it by Jove, it will 
continue to love and viilt you, and ftill fupply 
you with fufficient fubjed of paying it both 
honour and admiration." 
30. Pliny the elder maintained, ** That there* 
' is no book,, however inoifferent, but may,. 
ill fome fenfe or other, inftru<St the reader." 
This is true when applied to fuch as know 
OAV to cull 4 book fo, as to pick out whatever 
J profitable, or inftruc^ing in it. But fomemea 
ciake no other ufe of any book, let it be never 
b ufeful, or inftrud^ive, than endeavour to fpy 
>ut blemiOies, or other matters to cavil at. 

31. Architas, finding himfelf provoked upoa 
:he field, againft fome of his fervants, who bad 
behaved themfelves amifs, told them, as be was 
going. away, *' 'Tis happy for you, that I am 
*' angry at you." 

32. Ariftarchus, the father of Theodeftas, was- 
v^ont to fay, '* There lived here once, fevea 
*' wife men, but now you'll fcarcely find fo ma- 
** ny fimple ones." 

Reproving the train of fophiflers, who boafte* 
of their being fuch wife men, that there was 
hardly one of them that would acknowledge 
his want of learning. 

33. Canus, the piper, would fay, ^* That if 
** people knew how much fuperior the pleafurc 
" was, which he himfelf received from his own 
'* mufic, to that of others, his hearersj, inflead 

N 4 "of 
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^ of giving him ought, would exped a re- 

Virtue affotds ihc greateft fatis&£tion to foA 
as praAife it Whence then h the Atrprjze, thai 
ibme are folicttous to regulate their lives agree 
able to the teft of virtue, from the fimple plea- 
fure in vrell-doing, feeing that virtue itfdf is, 
in die greateft ifieafure, its own reward ? 

34. Laropis, the merchant, being afked, how 
he had amaflcd together fuch prodigious weahh ! 
anfwered, ** The bulk of my fortune, I matfeup 
** with Anal) difficulty : but it was with great 
^* labour and circumfpe^tion, that I could i&ake 
** a fmall matter/' 

Meanipg, that, at a man's firft fettingourin 
l!he world, eveii a fmall pittance of money is ac- 
quired gradually, by gVeat toil and difigence; 
but that it is an eafy mattef, for a umi thn has 
once accumulated >Vea)lh, to enfkh himftlFwith 
frequent occadons of making large prbfits. At 
firft, credit and fame adVafiC6 tardily, *ttd arc 
never attained without rtiuch pains and dilfgeiice. 
Bpt iet one become odce tinted, and he may foon 
arrive at the pinnacle of credit and fame. 

35. Salvius Julianu^, a m'stA equally famous for 
his great learning, and kf^bwladge in the hw, as 
fpr his being the frietid a!nd faVourite of many 
iprinces, ufed to fay, ** If I was to have one foot 
** in the grave, I (houTd lifce to learn." 

This fentimene took with, ^d was much ap- 
proved of by, the itiofk judicious men, who hap- 
pened to hear of it. But to-day tn^e meet widi 
nothing fo frequent in the mouths of men, upon 
this fubjc6!, as, • I am now come to man's eftatc, 
^ 'tis too late to learn.'' But let me fay, that it 
k a greater fhame to be ignorant, at man's dftate, 

' ' of 
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k\ofe things that challenge our knowledge, 
I it is to learn thetn at that period of life. 
, 6. Ari{lo> the Chian, ufed to fay, ** That the 
Tubtilties of logicians were like the fpidcr's 
web» contrived with great art, but of little 

This phtlofopher, together with the reft of the 

rnicSfjudgjed, thatboth logicsand phyficsfliouU 

exploded, as unworthy the nameof philofophy, 

nduding ethics alone the only part of philofo- 

ly 9 that merited a diligent practice and enquiry. 

37. He would alfo fay, upon that head, 

1 hat logic was like the mire of the ftreets, 

of no other ufe to tbofe that paft by it, than 

' to make them flip down, and fall upon it.'' 

This I have learned from experience, that 
tone run (b far adrift from trutb, as they, who 
^re apt to build too much upon the credit of, 
ind are fuperftitiouily attached to, this fort of doc- 
trine. 

3 8. As Sylla'a aueltv raged with fuch licenfe, 
that, after amaflacreof more than nine tboufand 
Citizens, the aflaffins walked puhlickly through 
the ftreets, with the greateft freedom and- 
unconcern, Qu. Catulus, wbilft all the reft 
trembled with dread and aitonifhment, ventured 
pubfickly to aik Sylla, '^ After we have made an 
«* end of all the citizens under arms, in war, 
«< and havedeftroyd the unarmed, in time of 
<^ peace, pray, fir, with whom are we to live 
" then?*' 

39. Otbo Salvjus^ finding himfelf under a ne- 
ceffityi either of refigning the government, or 
being a fpe£iator of the greateft h^vock and 
flaughter among his fubjcd^s^ came to a (in^l re* 
folution of laying hands upon his own life. His 

N 5 friendy- 
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friends, endeavouring to diflliade Mm from kcb 
a defperate determination, told him, that there 
was no fuch reafon to defpair fo foon, in the i> 
fueoftbewar; he made anfwer, *• My life b 
•* not of fo much ccnfequence to theftace, asto 
**' indemnify the lofles that muft attend a civ!! 
«« war." 

* Who can help admiring fuch generous fenti- 
ments from a heathen prince, not then eight and 
thirty years old ! 

40. As Ncrva Cocceius was at fuppcr, h i 
private apartment, where Veiento, by whofe con- 
trivances and falfe accufations, uiidet that cruel 
tyrant Domitian, fevcral noble and worthy fami'- 
lies in Rome had been ruined, fat next to the 
emperor, mention was made of Catulus, an- 
other notorious calumniator, under the fame 
reign of Domitian. Whereupon the emperor 
faid, what (hould that villain Catulus havedonci 
were he to furvive Domitian ? Junius Mauricm, 
being one of the company at fupper, made an- 
fwer, ** Indeed he would have fupped with us." 

Infmuating to the emperor, vi^ith great liberty, 
that he admittedVeiento, as execrable a flanderer 
as Catulus, or any other man that ever lived, to 
a familiarity with him. 

41. Titus Vefpafian, underftanding that his 
brother Domitian was concerned in a plot againft 
his Kfe, rnftead of bringing him to puni(hmenr, 
admoniflied him in the following manner j 

Whatoccafion have you of aiming^ by parri- 
cide, to obtain the government, which- Ifhall 
•* freely give you, of my own accord, and which 
••you already enjoy, being my confort in the 
empire ?** 4 
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Will you readily meet with fo much lenity ia 

a chriftian ? 

42. As they were carrying a dead body over 
the market-place to be buried, and a huge crowd 
of people got together to fee the funeral, one oi 
the by-ftanders ftept over, out of the throng, tof ^ 
the ' corpfe, and whifpcred fomething in the ' 
dead man's ear, and focame back again. At his 
return, fomebody alked him, what it was he 
whifpered ? " Why," fays he, *' I defired the 

*' man to tell Auguftus, in the other world;, 
"" that the people had not yet received the d9- 
" natives that were ordered them." This fan 
cy being carried to Tiberius, he ordered the 
man's throat to be inftantly cut open, and their 
bade him, " Befure," fays he, " to deliver the 
" meflage yourfelf." 

43. 'Hie ambafladors of Afia minor, coming 
to Antonius, after impofihg a double tax upon; 
them, faid, ^^ If your majefty would have twa- 
«-« tributes, in one year, you muft give us two 
«« feed times, and two harvefts." 

44. Vef^afian asked ApoUonius, what might 
be the caufe of Nero's ruin ? " Nero," replies 
he, ** could tune the harp well enough : but, in 
'« government, he always wound up the ftrings- 
«* too high, or let them down too low." 

45. Xantippe, in rattling her hufband So- 
crates, wouM fay,, **• Thou art the only man 
•^*' living, who conftantly returns home, with the 
«< fame phyz, and in the very humour, as thou 
**- wenteft abroad in/* 

A genuine proof of his conffancy ! other peo- 
ple, if ought happens abroad to ruffle their tem-^ 
pers, or put them out of humour, return home 
ifturbcdi and vexed in mind: on the contrary, 

N 6 - if 
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if fortune throws ;iny unexpeded luck in tbeir 
way, they come home tranfported with joy. 

46. Antipacer, the Cyreiiean, hearing fome 
poor wdhen lamenting the lots ef their figbt^ 
%8, *• What ? in theiuune of fortune, arcnoc- 

• *' turnal pieafuret of no account at all wiA 

" you r 

We a^ all blind in the night, and never feeoi 
to lament it. The mind, while the fenfes an 
locked up in fleep, entertains itfelf with fome 
ideal objet^ cr other. This faying of Antipater, 
may be well enough applied to the wotneD, who 
make their eftimate of every thing l>y the ftandard 
of pleafure. 

47. When Lyfimachus^ king of Thrace, or- 
dered) Theodorus to be crucified, '* It don't 
•• much matter to me/' fiW Theodorus, *« wbe- 
•* ther I rot 00 the giaund, or on high." 

48. Thraiea wcold fey, ** That we ought fo 
^* maintain the ceufe of a friend, a deHitute^ and 
••• an exemplary caufe/* 

We fik)u)d fapport the caufe of a friend, in 
regard #hat by the law of the graces, friends 
jppflefs one cortfftb'n property. Next we ought 
to efpoufe deilitute caufes, on account, that the 
Conftancy and humanity of the agent are moft 
difcernable in the fupport of fuch ; and, JafiJj, 
an exemplaiy^^ caufe is of the utmoft confe- 
quence, on account, it may be either a good) or 
a bad precedent. *Tis matter of much con- 
cern, that feverah good pleas are lofl by means 
of bad patrons. It is expedient to the fupport of 
good mannerB, that, in courts of ju ft ice and equi- 
ty, all manner of knavtrry fliould be expofed and 
fupprefled, anj innoccficc fupported, and made 
•o Appear. 

48. Ly- 
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48. Lycutgpsy the rhetotichin> happening t<r 
meet Xenocrates dragged by the collar, to the 
Metpecion, a prifon at Atfaeos, by the to(l-ga- 
tberer, refcued the prironer> by knocking down 
tbex^cer^ and feoddng faim.after\yards to goal, 
for his bafe behaviour. This aflPatr, being noifed 
about town, occafioned Lycurgus to be much Ca- 
teiled, and highly commended bj the people. 
Soon after, Xenocrates, meeting the children of 
Lycuigus, upon the ftreet, cried out, ^* Hark 
*^ y^ boys, have not I made your father ample 
** amends for affifting me, when I rendered him 
** the tbief topic of commendation ? " 

Meajluig, that commendations were the ge- 
nuine reward of good adions, and that fuch af* 
fiftance as is afforded at a critical junfiure of 
diftrefs and danger is agreeable. 

49. Ifocrates, beinz aiked, how be could fit 
up to teach rhetoric, leeing he was no orator ? 
for the (hrillnefs of his voice, together with his 
natural bafhfulnefs, rendered him quite unfit to 
fpeak in public, replied, " That though the 
<^« whetftone itfelf could not cut, yet it had the 
*• power to fliarpen fteel.'* 

Horace feems to imitate this ; 

fungar vice Cotis, acutuna 
Reddere quse ferrum valet, exors ipfa fecandi. 

-^— Let me (harpen others, as the hone 
Gives edge to razors, though itfelf has none. 

FitAKcn. 

5&. Ifocrates being asked to define rhetoric, 
replied, *• 'Tis the an of reprefenting fmaR 
'^ things great, and of rendering {teat things 
« fmall.*' To 



278 APOPHTHEGMS. Book\^ 

To magnify, or dimini(h, things, is, fuid^^oa 
inconfidcrable part of oratory : but Ifcmtes 
oeans a fort of juggling, fome legerderom, 
common in oratory. Yet the genuine art cod- 
fiftfi in reprcfenling great matters foy as to make 
them appear in that light to the hearer, andm 

Ycrfa. 

51. Ifocratcs, at a feaft, in the houfe of Nico- 
creon, tyrant of Samos, being much importuned] 
by the company to ^ivc them a difcourfe, to^ 
them, '* This is certamly the wrong timctodit- 
•* courfe upon fuch fubjefts as I can treat cf; 
** and to difcourfe upon topics Aiitable to thii 
** occafion^ I am not cut out for." 

The orator did not think a drunken, nofy 
feaft, the fuitable place and time to handle fen- 
0U8 affairs: nor would he acknowledge ^t^^^^ 
proper for entertaining men, that were intoxi- 
cated with an immoderate quantity of ^^^^f 
and in the moft unfeafonable habit for receiving 
ferious inftruflion. 

52. A pert kind of talkative blade, that would 
needs have Tfocrates tecch him rhetoric, after a 
deal of twittle twattling ftuff, for a prologue, fea 
to treat with him, about the price. '^ Why,fir) 
fays Ifocrates,'*Imuft have twice as much offo^) 
** as of any other body, for I (hall have twice 
•* as much work to do j youmuftfirft betau^hij 
** to fpeak, and, in the next place, to hold yo^ ' 
" tongue," 

53. Cn.Pifo,. though but a young man, iia- 
peached Manlius Crifpus, againft whom tbc 
proofs appeared fo evident, that he was brougfif 
in guilty, and, notwitftanding- this Ma^alluswaJ 
a man of great power and eminence, he chaiged 
him with aimes of a very heinous nature, ^ni 

all 
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i\ bccaofe that he faw him carried along by the 

intereft of Pompey, -who appeared^ together with 

him, at his tryal. Ponipey, fecming to upbraid 

the juvenile forwardnefs of Pifo, in regard that 

be fhould have the aflurance to accufe fuch a 

wealthy itobleman as Manlius, bcfides fummon* 

ir.g his friends^ together with himfelf, to appear 

at his tryal, faid, * By this manner of proceed- 

' ing, you impeach myfdf.' " Firftlodge your 

' fecuritJes in the hands of the public," replied 

Pifo, Very undaiintedly, ** that, in cafe of being* 

" impeached, you don't raife a civil war, and 

" I fhall rather bring in my charge againft you, 

" than aoainft Ma^nlius." Valerius Maxlmus 

nere fubjoins this elegant and fententious claufe. 

' By the fame argument, Fifo charged them 

* both with guilt ; for Manlius he charged by 

' a formal accufation, and Pompey, by this piece 

' of libcrrty/ 

He impeached one according to law, and the. 
other agreeable to his public charafter. 

54. Thales, the Milefian, being asked the 
difference between the truth and a lie, anfwered,, 
*^ The like difference as fubfifts between the. 
** eyes and the ears." 

Intimating, that we are fafc to give indubitable. 

credit to fuch matters as we perceive with our 

eyes : but that people are not fafe to truft all the 

rumours and reports they happen to hear. Of 

the fame nature is the allegory of Homer, in 

regard to the dreams. Such dreams as fly out at. 

the horn gate are true : on the other hand, thofe 

which fly out at the ivory gate are falfe. The. 

horn gate, by reafon of the fimilitude of colours 

in their textures^ denotes the eyes. The ivorjf 

gata 
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£te denotes the mouth, becaufe the colour of 
B teeth refembles ivory. 
55. Helius Mancia Formiahus was thefonof 
a fmd flave. This tnan^ towards the dafe cf 
his life, being coniiderably old, accufed L. Uho, 
before Pompey» who, during the tryal, femsi 
inclinable to favour the intereft of Libo, fo far, 
as not only to reproach Helius with his age^ and 

rentage, but told him, that be was undoubted- 
fent from hell to calumniate men of honour 
and renown : to which Helius retorted thus ; 
** Indeed, Pompey, thou art not miftakea. I» 
** certainly, returned from hell, where I (aw 
*^ Cn. Domitius ^nobarbus, lamenting, tbat» 
*^ notwithftanding he was defcended of an ii- 
^* luftrious race^ a man of moft unbkmiibed re- 
** putation, the darling of his country, aod in 
*< the flower of youth, he was allaffinated bj 
*< your orders ; I alfo faw Brutus, who, for the 
*< like reafons, was equally confpicuous, but- 
** chered by the fword, and complaining, tbat 
** it was the effeds of your perfidy and cruelty; 
** I likewife faw Cn. Carbo, the intrepid airer- 
^* tor of your liberty, the prote^or of your ten- 
** der age, and the defender of your facher*i 
^.' rights and properties, after being three times 
'^ conful, obteding in the very fetters, in which 
<* be, by your orders, was bound, that he, agaicft 
<< all right and reafon, while invefled wi£ the 
*^ fupreme authority, was murdered by you, at 
'^ the very time you was no more than a Roman 
*^ knight. In like manner, and in the famecir- 
«* cumftancesy I beheld Perpennas, a praetorial 
** man, curling and exclaiming againft yourcru- 
** elty, and all thefe, viva voce, Ihrieked aloud, 
*< that they were unjuftly condemned, and but- 

*• chered 
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<< chend by a young jack-catch, named Pocn- 
« pcy.*' 

Perhaps, ^y man will be apt to imagioey that 
this was rather temerity than, liberty : bat the 
oblervattoh of Valerius, upon the occailon, ieemA 
to be a5 juf^^ as it is remarkable. * This wa$ 
^ the time/ faid he, ^ in which a man was moft 
^ fafe to reproach Pompey, and it was the time 
* that the greateft fpirit and fortitude was dir* 
« cernable in doing fo.' This, certainly, was the 
jundlure of time, in which a man difcovered mod 
fortitude, in this refpe£l, as Pompey was in pof- 
feffion of the fupreme authority, and it was th« 
fafeft time becaiilTe it brought a*fre(h to their me* 
mory, the odium Pompey incurred by former 
mifcondudls. 

56. P. Rtitilius flatly denied Ibmeoutv^ tho 
w^ &vour or other t» a friend of hls^ ufj^n 
which, the petitioner, exafpertited at his diiap*' 
pomtment, went off abruptly, faying, what flioald 
I mind your friendihip for, when you wMt agt«i 
to do as I bid yott ? •* Nay, nay, the*," rtflm 
Rutilius, " I don't know the reafon, wliy 1 
«< {hould mind your ffiendfhip, if, to duhivat« 
<« and mamtain it, I was to tra#rfjgre& agakiA 
<< common honefty and humanity.'* 

57. All Lufitania having (bbmitted themfelvei 
to M. Brutus, except the City of Ciania alone^ 
<vrhich obftinately ftood out, Brlitus fent this cky 
a deputation, inviting them to furrender, in con* 
(ideration of a good round fum of money. Bill 
the inhabitants unanimoufly declared theit refo^ 
lution, in proper form, to the ambaf&dorSi tell* 
ing them, <* That their anceftors left them 
** good fteel, wherewith to defend themfidves* 
<* but left them no goldj to redeem their fibaty/' 

j8. St- 
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58. SigifmunduSy the emperor, father-in-iav 
of Albertus, though he was noted for feveral ex- 
cellent properties, yet none ferved to diftlnguiib 
him more than the fin gular regard he always paii 
to men of tetters. This emperor was fuch a ps- 
tron of learning, that he never failed to promote 
any man, that diftinguifhed himfelf in that capa- 
city. When, on this account, he wasfeverc'f 
reprehended by the German princes, who had a 
particular antipathy at the Roman literature, tell* 
ing him, that he advanced men of erudition to 
dignities and places, notwithftanding they often 
were people of low and obfcure extradion, he 
replied, ** Why (houid not I regard men, wboa 
'* nature herfelf meant to diftinguifh V* 

The Germans build too much upon nobleex^ 
tra£lion. But this prudent prince perceived^tbat 
men of learning were bleflfed in a fuperior degree, 
with more noble and excellent qualities, than any 
we derive from extraftion. 'Tis true they may 
have the walls of their houfes garniflied with 
images and arms :*but men of literature have theii 
minds feafoned with good difcipline. Inafmuch» 
as the mind is, by the benefit of nature, more 
excellent than the body, fo much are the bleffings 
and ornaments of the mind preferable to, and more 
eminently valuable, than the badges of external 
nobility. Thofe who have no farther recom- 
mendatioli of themfelves, than the images of theli 
anceftors, are rather noble in opinion, than in re- 
ality. . But a mind adorned with virtue, whence 
even that vulgar nobility originally fprings, is 
poileiTed of the right and genuine nobility. 

59. Scopelianus, the fophifter, being an inde- 
fatigable ftudeat/ took very little lleep, thinking 
the night belt fuited to ftudy, and the cxercifes 

of 
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of the mind. Whence he would often break out 
into this exclamation ; ^n vvj, a-u yap ^^ v?^Trov «ro- 
pictq fJrtx^tq fuf^ dfuv, i.e. ** O night ! certainly 
thou partakeft of the wifdom of heaveif, in the 
moft confcious and eminent degree !" 

The human mind, in this profound filence, 
while the fenfes are at reft, and detached from 
the intrufion of external obje(Rs, is, as it were, 
infpired, with a divine ardor, infomuch that it 
voluntarily winds itfelf up in the fpeculations of 
fuhliaie matters. 

60. Pythagoras, obferving one of his fcholars 
more careful of his perfon, than was needful, in' 
order, as he under ftood, to look clear and lufty,' 
fays, " Strange! fliall this youth never ccafc 
** fortifying a vexatious prifon for himfelf f " 

Xhe philofopher looked upon the mind to be 
the man incarcerated, as it were, in the body^ 
which, the more ftout and robuft we render it,, 
keeps the powers and faculties of the mind more 
confined, 

6 1 . Plotinus, the Platonic philofopher, lipon 
the application of Amelius, the painter, foliciting 
him i^or the liberty of drawing his pi£lure, faid, 
*« "What? is it not fufEcient, that we carry this 
«« fanle image about with us, though we don't 
«« leave pofterity another image of that one ta 
«« look at?" 

He judged, with Pythagoras, that the body 
>vas nought elfe, than the cafe of the mind, eve- 
ry way reprefcnting it, like a piflure. 

62. Sophocles, being extremely old, was 
charged with lunacy, by his own fons. At his 
tryal, inflead of making a proper apology, or 
defence, he read over, in open court, a play be 
had but juft finilhed, appealing to the judges, if 

that 
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that work Tavoured ought like that of a 
man i 'tb reported, that he faid^ «< If I am 
** rious, why then, I am not Sophocles, and,) 
** I be Sophocles, then I am not delirious." 

Intimating, that the animal vigor offober, 
learned men, don't lag, or languiQi^ hut, ^^ 
ufe and exercife, gains more ftrength and fpiiits< 

63. His phyfician prefcribed to Ariftotlc, upcn 
his being taken ill, fomewhat from bare aothon- 
tjr» without ever aiBgning any reafon for it : up- 
on which, the philofopher, raifinghimfelfifliii' 
bed, told the doODr, " Don't think to ufe roe, 
" as if you had in hand tbccureofaplourirt 
*• or miner : firft affign your reafon for ^^^ 
•« prefcriptions, and then you'll daiaassoi' 
•• fequious as any body/* 

Teaching him, that menof underftasdifigw^ 
aot to be governed in like manner as we do 

64. Aicibiades knt Semtei once a veiy "C& 
prefent : but the philofopher, being fomcwlwj 
b^ckVard in- accepting of it, Xantippe ^^^^r: 
her rhetoric and authority ^to pirevail ofW" !f 
bofl>and, urging that it wai a magoiiiceat^i^; 
and that it were an infult ofiired the donor to 
rcjea it J w Woman,'* faith Socrates, " '^^^ 
*i the vanity of Akibiades that prooipted Iron to 
«• fend us this prefent, and we have our own 
•* vanity." 

Intimating^ that fomctimes it is morethctifl'« 
criterion of a gallant and munificent foul ro <i^' 
fyift great offers, than to make them. , . 

65. Zoilus being afked, why he nwd^ '^ '^ 
much his fludy to fpeak ill of every body ? ^' 
fwered, «« ^Bccaufc I can do them no ill." 

66, Olp 



^ 
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S€>. 01yiiipi9s,:iheaiotherQfAl^«aii(Ici^h^9r- 
r t:hat the idead body of her fon was <|i}ice Bf- 
££lcd,. and thrown out un&uricd, is reportof , 
the trfi of h«f mpumful cooiplaims, <o 
uttered herfetif ihus $ << O siy fon 1 who 
afpired to heaven, haft thou, through the vio- 
lence of thy hafte, kapt (o br beyond the 
mouod, diat thou art denied the earth, and .a 
iuneraly beneiks common to adl morlals V 
Akacawder, whUe alivei ordei^ divjne honoiirs 
I be paid htm, yet, when dead, had aot the bo- 
om- paid to his reinaim, that one^io^ ist an 
aty, beund to. pay another, if never of fo low 
nd -mean a condition in life. Qu. Curtiits and 
luAarch rebte, that^ on account of thegrkvotts 
lifflea^iom among the prt^ces^ in relation to die 
iAooeflion, the body of Akxander continued for 
eveial days imburicd. The like was the fate of 
Jie o^er Alexander, iing of Epire, and brother 
lO Olympias : his bidy was carried by Ac river 
into the fnemies g^mp, where they tore aod ab- 
afied it, in a fliamefid majMier, tiU, atleagA, it 
was buried by a poor old woman, a&irit wasail 
inangkd and . butchered . 

6j» Plato had fuch.bii^ notiens <>f AfiAoUe, 
and afcnbed fo aiiLch to his (itperior geniuf* thjit 
he cried out in the academy, one day, as Ariftotk 
happened, by chanoe, to be ahfent, "a^itu td; 
i'M^tiai^h60vtp^,u e. ^^ I fee the pbil^fopher of 
<' truth is not here/' Again, at Another time, 
he faid) upon the like occaiion, *Oi^iiKn>&t». 
I e. ^* Underftandiflg, I find, is not come/' 

68. ^A youth who bad been for fome time the 
fcholar of Zeno, returning home, was aflced by 
his father to exhtUt a fpecimen of the proficiency 
he had done, in the iludy of philofophy, as Cure, 

by 
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by that time, fome fubftantial proof of his 
grcfs might be expcftcd. The fon replied, 
he would do fo ; and inftead^ as his father i! 
fined, of reading a leAure to him upon 
prudence, he fat mXite, without ever fpeakin; 
word. The old man, thinking that all Httn* 
pences were beftowed in vain, flew cut infacha 
rage, that he had the poor youth borfed ani 
whipt, without mercy. This harfli treHmcflti 
which our young philofopher bore with all tbc 
fortitude and moderation imaginable, being ovci, 
he was, in the next place, threatened with a ^^ 
petition of the fame fort of difcipline, unieis be, 
forthwith, gave a fatbfaflory proof of his gcfliw 
and progre». As the father cxpe&ei fome ex- 
traordinary fophifm, produdive of thcfc menaces, 
the ftudent told him, " Mcthinks Ihareg/Va 
•* you an imdeniable proof of both, wheafw 
*• fee that I can bear your rage and fory »"" 
** great eafe and indiffercncy." 

69. Demetrius, the Cynic, condemned the art 
of dancing to the meafures of mufic, as an ufeien 
and whimfical gefticulation. A dancer, bapp^' 
ing to be prefent, aflced Demetrius, if be fanciw 
to fee him dance without mufic ; the philofopha 
agreed : whereupon the man danced the Rotf^ 
Homer, in relation to the adultery of Mars ail 
Venus, .both caught and entangled in tbead^ 
mantine chains of Vulcan ; the Tun dikoy&H 
them to the view of the other gods > V*°* 
bluQiing ; the various affedions of the other ^c** 
ties that flood around ; Mercury wilhingh'^* 
fclf in the like circun^ftances, wound up ^o ^^ 
toil ; Mars condemned to pay the forfeiturcsofa* 
dultcry j and all the other particular incidentsrc- 
Jating to that fable. Upon which tbeCymC 

fayst 
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fiays,*' Friend, I not only fee, but I alfo hear 
[" you dance : for you feem to me to (peak thro' 
" your hands." 

I^uciaii wrote in commendation of this art ; 
but Plutarch does not approve of it, and yet the 
method of dancing among chriftians is more 
foolifli and fant^ftical. 

70. Lefbonax, the Mitylenxan, would caU 
dancers and ftage- players x"i^^'»» becaufethey 
had more wit and invention upon their hands, 
than they had upon their tongues. 

There was a fort of dance among the aincients, 
by iTif hich the graveft and moft ferious pieces of 
hiftory were reprefented, without ever uttering a 
word, or fo much as the found of a pipe, mere- 
ly by the geflures of the body, with fuch nicety, 
that the fpe(9:ators would perfedly underftand, 
by the dance, what piece of hiftory was a£led« 
This art fuits the Benedidines. 

7 I, Philoxenus, once at fupper with Diony- 

ftusy observing that there was a remarkable large 

mullet laid upon the king's plate, and but a very 

fmall one before bimfelf, (for that fort of fifh is 

reckoned beft at full growth) took up his own 

fifli upon his plate, and held if^ for fome time, to 

his ear. Dionyfius, being at a lofs to guefs his 

meaning, afked him, the reafon of holding the 

fi£h, in that manner, to his ear ? '* I have got a 

*« young fea- nymph here, between my hands,'* 

replied Fhiloxenus, ** of whom I wanted to 

^' know fomewhat, and. {he. tells me that fhe is 

*' too young to be asked any queftions, but that 

** her grandfather there, upon your plate, were 

^* I todlfcourfe him, could maintain alongcon- 

*' verfation with me." The king was fo pleafed 

with the joke, that be handqd his own mullet to 

Philoxenus. 72. A 
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72. A certain paiiKer betog asked* itiioifi- 
ftru^cd bim in bis bufincis ? pointed to k 
people. Meaning that he made dM judgmeat^ 
the muldtude bis guide in the art of dxawingiiml 
atuioed it by obferving, how eac^ ipproved or 
difapproved of his performance. We km tiiat 
Apdles took the fame meafures^ bylyingcoo* 
cealed behind the pieces, to obferve the remarb 
of the fpcdators. Let us call this a mute apopb" 
tb^gm? if there be any fuch. 

73. As Alexander was admiring, at Epkfusi 
his own pidare, drawn with great ingenuity to 
ibe life, mounted on horfeback, si horfe, itappcd* 
tng to come in %ht of the piece, was fo deceived 
by tjib effort of imitation, that he oofooosf 
paft his eye itpon the horiie in the taUe, tbn^ 
bcean a neighing and prancing, where»po/i ^' 
peiks tpld the king, *' The borfe is mnch to- 
^^ ter done than your majefiy." 

74* As Alexander, when a boy, kyraed^ 
play at the cittern, his pre^q^or, in tbe arto: 
mrfic, was dire^ijp^ him, )^w be tm^ touct 
Jihe ftring, a^d what ftring to tQUcb* ^f^^ ^^ 
y«4jitb, impatient of fuch reftrajots^ toldjiKf^^' 
i^cian, weJ], a^d what's the jcnatter, in cafei 
were to touch any other ftring ? ** hic^> 
replies tbe muilcian, '< I own, 'tis nogre^t^^' 

ter to you, who are to be a king by and bj 

but it would he no fmall matter to you, wc« 
*' you to be a mufician.*' 

75. Alexander- js reported to have dcclm 
^* That he would fooner chufe to be theTbe^^ I 
" fitesofHomer, than the Achilles of Ci^* 
This Cberilus was Alexander's poet, andbf"? 
none of the happieft gcniufes jn that wayi ^^ ^ 
iaid, that Alexander. ^eed to .give him a goW 

pbilipP«^ 
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Philippus for every good verfe he tnade^ but that 
the poet was obliged to put up with a box on the 
car, for every bad one. 

76. Pythitts^ a native of Lydia, a man in* 
menfely rich, having difcovered a golden mine, of 
inefiimable value, in Celaens, a city of Phrygia, 
his mhtid was fo fet upon it, that there was no- 
thing but delving and refining day and night, 
without fo much as allowing bimfelf, or the work- 
men, tho' almoft all the city was employed by 
hfnr^ liberty for the moft neceflary offices of na- 
ture. To remedy this diforder, his wife very 
cunnin^y contrived the following ftratagem: 
file fext for (bme of the moft exquifite artiftis a- 
mong the goldfmiths, and gave them a particular 
accQunt of her haiband*s diet, with orders to pro- 
vide an entertainment, all in gold, according to 
that bin of fere; By the time that the collation 
was prepared, home comes the bulband, hungry 
and tu-ed, and calls for fupper. The word 
was Qo fooner (poke, than in comes> a golden 
table. With a wonderful variety of delicacies on 
it, all of the fame metaL Pythius ftood in ad- 
miration at the curiofity of the workmanihip ; 
but, wife, fays he, after a little paufe, bring me 
fomewhat to eat, as w^} as to look at i and fo, 
having called for one thing after another, it was 
ftili brought him in plate. This mockery, as he 
underftood it, put him into a fret, and he told 
his wife, over and over, that he did n<^ call for 
gold, but for meat. *' Why,*' fays file, ** fir, 
^^ fure you talk idly, there is no fudi thing as 
*< meat in our country ! here^s no planting, no 
•• plou^ing, or fowing ; here's nothing but 
^^ digging and mining, im that which comes of 
*» it, is all we have to live upon, fo ribat we mull * 
Vol, II. O ^« either 
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** either eat gold, or flarvc.** This pretty flui 
hint wrought fo effedually upon the huQnsd 
chat, from thenceforward, he divided bis an 
equally, betwixt his own feparate intereft> aad 
the public good. 

77. Antianira, queen of the Aipazons, being 
told, by fome people, that they wondered how 
ihe would be married to a lame man, made thii 
Cynical reply ; "Apr* x*^^? w^"- 

She judged, that a man was not to be marrid 
lb much for the pleafure oifthe eye, as for the 
tife of the bed. 'Tis commonly faid, that lame 
men are the greateft wantons, and, confequenti/, 
the fitted to procreate. 

78. The following faying is afcribed to Cato 
the Elder ; " If the human fpecies could fub- 
** fift, without the commerce with women, we 
•« (hould not want for god? among us.*' 

Meaning, that the life of man would thenha^e 
been as happy as his nature is capable of) were 
there any manner of procreating without theufe 
or affiftance of women. 

A. Gellius relates it thus ; *• There isbadliv 
^* ing with them, but, without them, there is no 
" living ; fo that a woman may, at beft, be 
** termed a neceflary evil." 

79. A certain Rhodian> on account of histak* 
ing an unfeafonable piece of liberty with fome 
ty/^nt, being thrown into a deep dungeon, under 
ground, and fed there, in themannerofafavage 
beaft, was, after cutting off his nofe, and oiang- 
ling his face, ,ref(;rved, in that place, for further 
torture and ignomipy,«whcn his friends advifed 
him, to famifti himfelf to death. He told theDi» 
f* Najj a living man. may Iwpc for any thing." 
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I virould approve of this refolution, fooner thaa 
of theirs, who, for reafons not uear fo grievous, 
fiy to the rope or precipice. 

8o» Leptines faid, after the Lacedemonians 
i^P'ere routed, and cutoff, by the barbarians, 
♦* That Greece was now become (f4Qw(p$«Aftoi') 
** blind of one eye.** i;^ 

Kleaniag, that Attica and l^acohia were the 

ftates of Greece. 
S I • Ifmenias, a famous muiidan^ was wont 
to teach his fcholars themethod of bad, as well 
as goodmuftc; faying, ^* You mdiS play in this 
** jrianner, but never in this.'* 

Qi Fabius, in his treatife of oratory, is at no 
lefs pains to teach us bad, than good rhetoric. 

82. Ifocrates would call pretty boys, blefled 
w^ich a good genius, 0i«v trM^ecq, i. e. *' The fons 
•* of the gods.'* Becaufe the mind of man be** 
ing of a divine original, the more excellent and 
diilingui(bing it is, the more it feems to'exprefs^ 
and partake of, the image and nature of its parents 
the gods. The ancients afcribed bodies to dae- 
mons, and called them the children of the godsl 
83. Demonax, the Cynic philofopher, obferv- 
ing the Athenians introduce, after the example 
of the barbarians, the fpe£tacle of gladiators into 
their city, cried out, ** Ye barbarous dogs ! pull 
*' down the altars of the goddefs Mifertcordia^ 
* * (Pity) before you admit fuch cruelty into 
^« yourfhite." 

Meaning, that it was inconfiftent the goddefs 
Mifericordia ibould be worfhipped in a countr/ 
where Ihows of more than favage cruelty were 
exhibited. 

24. C. Csefar told a man, that prayed in a ve« 

O 2 ry 
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ly mufical tone^ '^ If you cead» you fiog^ and 
** if you (tag, yoa fing badly.'* 

There are fome peope»wfao prajr^tittt.m^ be 
more properly laid to barky tInia:to* %eak.; and 
otherB» aScStng too much of die oratorial |NW- 
nonciatioRf are kdf way betmsct fiogpag and 
fpeaktng. 

S5. Tiberitt» Cxfas* lieanBg- AitiHwi. Buta, a 
man of praetorial rank, icfioxe iis fmnrty^ to 
which, by bis own^coofitfliony he waa-jreiiuccd by 
floth and luxury, told him, M Yisu nam asake 
*^ fomewhat too hte**' 

Drunkards, and menotfaerwifewallawiiig nt 
fleafure and luxorj^ are more propedy faid to be 
aUeep, than alive:} for life, {tsiStly fjpnkmf^ 
confifts in watchftrlnsft and cares. 

86. Cato the Elder, uTed to &y, «< That^ 
^^ though thieves of priiratepropeittyweffefitfce' 
^^ tosend their daya in fistterr and. irana^ fiickia 
** pilfered the public^€Bn(p«ciiDiifl|r>» l^ent their 
^ Iwcs in embroidered purfdea.** 

In ancient times,, the^ was no capital crintf ; 
the conYi£b were only kcptfttteced at fiunefaaid 
labour, or other, during K&. RoUiiiig the ftate 
is a much more aggravating'crime, than fieaKng 
private property, , and yet, thofe that rob their 
prince, rifle the treafury and the oommoAwesdtb, 
Are dignified with titles of nobility, 

8^ Cato the Elder would fay, « That he 
** wondered how a diviner, or prophet, couM 
*^ forbear laoghiiag, whenever be happeacd to 
^* fee another of his own proftfion/' 

Meaning, that all divinadoais^ only a kifld of 
impofture to blindfold the people. Impofbn 
are wont to laugh among themfelveSr at the foUjr 
^nd ignorance of the multitude. 

J 18. Crif- 
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88« Crifpu6 PaiEenus ufed to (ay, » That the 
* door (hould not be flwt againft, but laid open 
'*^ to* flattery, in regard, that we are the fame 
^* vray affected to the advances of k, as we are 
'^ to the intrufion of a miftrefi, who, if (he 
'^ knocks at our door, is agreeable to us : but 
** more fo, if (he burfis it open to cocne at us.*' 

Intimating, that the prance of fuch as admit 
of DO .flatter^^ in any refpe^t, of degree what- 
ever, is not to be approved of ; becaufe that, 
tlu/ it is a fcandalotis afl&iStion to be flavi(hly ad* 
dL£ked to it, yet it is AOt altogetherto be defpifed;^ 
ki regard, it is of ufe in this reQpeft, that there- 
by a man »ay perceive what he ought to have 
beefi» 

8^. Severus Caifius would fay, ** That fuch 
^' as ace wont to^drefs up .other ^^ebpie's .fcnti*- 
^^ ments, 'in their own language,are like thieves. 
^< who change the bandies of ftolen CMfis^ left 
•* they 0iould be vowncd." 

90. Demonax being accufed^ that he never 
lacriiiced te Minerva, replied, ^* I never thought 
** that (he flood in any need of my victims." 

Taxing the fooliih fuperi^ition of the vulgar^ 
who believe that the gods are delighted with the 
imell of roafted facrifices. 

9c. Demonax, being aflced, what fe£l of phi* 
lofqphers he was moftly attached to ? replied, 
" Who told you that I was a phllofopher ?" and 
upon that walked off, laughing all the way as he 
went. Whereupon he was again aiked, what 
he laughed at I ^^ Is it not very ridiculous," faid. 
be, ^^ if you think every man a philofopher 
*^ who wears a long beard, that you don't wear 
" one yourfelf?'* 

O 3 9a. A 



t94 APOPHTHEGMS. BookVIlT. 

92. A certain man came once to DemofniXy 
faying, come along with me, to tke temple of 
iETculapius, to fupplicate that god for the reco- 
very of my fon*s health. *' What?" replied 
Demonax, ** do you imagine that god fo very 
** deaf, that he can bear us no where elfe,but 
** in his temple?" 

9 3 . Demonax, once hearing a certain orator 
plead with no great fuccefs, advifed him to exer- 
cife himfelf much in the practice of pleading. 
The orator made anfwer, nay, I always pkad 
to myfclf. '^ Ay, ay," replies Demonax, *' 'tis no 
** wonder if you ftill fpeak foolifhiy, for hither- 
•* to, you have been ufed to a foolifh auditor." 

94. Qnce feeing a diviner expofe his prophe- 
tic art to public fak, Demonax told him, ** If, 
*■ by your art, you can avert the refolves of the 
** deftinies, your price is too fmall : but, if the 

decrees of the fated will, notwithftanding your 
faculty, be accompliflied, where is the benefit 
*• arifing from } our divinations Y* 

95. As he once declined going into a bath, by 
reafon the water was too hot, one, who ftood 
by, told him, that he did not think he had been 
fo timorous. '* Vv^hat ?" fays he, *' would I 
*< have fufFered this in the caufe of my country?** 

Intimating, that to undergo any danger, but 
in a good, honeft caufe, was temerity, rather than 
fortitude. 

96. The vice-conful-ordered a Cynic philofo- 
pber, by whom he was publickly reproached for 
hisomtmentsand other delicacies, to be iiiftantiy 
dragg'd away to execution. Whereupon Demonax 
went to the conful, to deprecate the philofopher's 
doom, urging, that, if he faid ought out of the 
way, it dould not be looked upon, fo much the 

fault 
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lit of the man, as of the fccS he belonged to, 
he conful, not much averfe to pardon the of- 
MCy told DemonaX) but fuppofe him guilty 
jaXn of the like crime, what punifliment would 
>\x yourfelf have rne inR'iSt upon him ? ** Trur 

ly,*' replied Demonax, '* I would order him 
^ to be anointed all over,' and then pinched v^^ell 
' with the forceps.'* 

He who pleaded for the Cynic, bite4 the con- 
ul more than the fnarling Cynic himfelf did. 

97. Demonax, being afked, if a philofopTter 
Jiould eat fweet cakes ? anfwcrcd, " What ?'* 
'< do you imagine the bee's gather their hoi^cy 
« for fools only ?•• 

98. His friends, as he lay at the point of death, 
asked him, how he would be buried } ^* O give 

you yourfelves no manner of trouble about 
thatv" faith he, " for my ftench will bury 
«• me." 

99. Upon that, his friends faid, that it were a 
pity the carcafs of fucb a valuable man, (hould 
be eat up, or tore, by dogs and vultures. 
*' Wherein is the harm,"^ replied he, ** pro- 
•* viding I may be of fome ufe after I am dead ?" 

100. Bion would fay oP thofe who are plcafed 
with flattery, ** That they were like earthen 
** pitchers fet round with ears." 

Id. Cleobolus, being asked, why he fought 
not to be advanced to honour and preferment f 
made this reply, *' O friend, as long as I ftudy 
** and pra<Etife humility, 1 know where 1 am, 
** but when I fnall hunt after dignities and pro- 
** motions, I am afraid that 1 Ihall lofc my- 
'•' felf.'* 

102. Phocilides, the poet, compared educa- 
tion to a fickle, and a hand, and gave the fol- 

O 4 lowing 
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lowing reafon for bis emblexn ; ^ If there b 
•• any vice in the foul,** iaid he, ** it will weed 
** it out ; and if there is no virtue, as yet, 
** in ihe foul, it will foon plant fame there." 

J 03. A certain kn\ght having, by luxury and 
wantopnefs, wafted a vaft patrimony, and more- 
over, ran himfelfhead and ears in debt, his friends 
applied to Alphonfus, king of Arragon, petition- 
ing the privilege, as he bad given up his eftate, 
that his body, at leaft, ffaould be exempted from 
the power of his creditors, to fatisfy the deht 
The king lold them, " That, iffuchahugc 
** fortune was laviJQied In obedience to hisprcoce, 
*^ for the fervice of his country, or the relief of 
** his friends and relations, he fliould bt ready 
**' to grant their fulc : but confidering that fudia 
*^ vaft fum of money was fpent upon his own 
^^ perfon, 'twas but juft his perfon fhould make 
" fatisfaaionforit/* 

104. Alphonfus. being aflced, what ht wctdi 
referve for bimfelf, as he gave fo much away? 
anfwered, '* Even that which! do give awzft 
^^ for the reft I efteem as nothing/* 

105. He would fay, " That themoft agrcc- 
^* able nfiatch under heaven, would be that be- 
'* tween a deaf hufband and a blind wife.'* 

Intimating, I fuppofe, that, as the fair ftx are 
moft liable to jealoufies, whence arifeih quarrels 
and contentions, if the man was deaf, he (bould 
be out of the reach of his wife's tongue, which 
condition would have eafed him of being obliged 
to hear a rattling, noify woman : on the otW 
)iand, had the wife been blind, it Would have 
prevented her being fo often diftraAed with fu- 
fefctons of her hufband's adulterous intrigues, as 
Ihe would not be able to fee his^crrors fo diftinfl- 
^- 106. There 
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1 06. n%ere was a certain cavalier, M^ho made 
a praft ice of asking hk majefty for fomegratui* 
ty^^iTvhich be no fooner received, than he in- 
fisaitljr iquandefed it. Whereupon the king told 
him, one day, as he came to make his ordinary^ 
requeft, ** I jfhall fooner, if I perfift in giving 
*^ you, at thisrate, make myfelf poor, than make 
^^ you rich, for giving you ought, is no better 
'* than pouring water into a bouomlefs tub." 

107. Alpbonfus being asked, vi^hich of his 
fubjeds he regarded moft ? anfwered, ** Thofe 
^^ that are more afraid upon my account, thaat 
** afraid of me.'* 

Signifying, that they are his friends in reality, . 
who love their prince more, than they dread him. 
I o8. 3eing asked, whether he owed more to > 
books, than to his arms ? " 'Twas from books,'* 
I'epUed he, ** that I learned the ufe of arms, and^ 
** the law of arms." 

Owning, that<he owed all his knowledge ai)d > 
advantages to books. 

109. He was wont to extol, and admire vaft- 
ly, this maximv of fome ancient fage or other ; . 
** That a golden bridge ought to be laid for a. 
** flying enemy." 

Whether that bethought it preferable to chace 
the enemy out of the field, rather than to flay^. 
tbem J or that he was for folliciting them, by 
money, to quit their ground, and run away, L 
oonfefs, that I am at a lofs to determine^ 

I la He ufcd to %, **- That of all the road' 
^' men in the world, he thought him the great- ^ 
** eft, who went to fetch back« a wife, that had.^ 
•* eloped from him.'* 

Judging it the greateft happinefs to get rid .of 
a. bad wife*. 

O 5 HI. Ho: 
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in; He was wont to fay, in commendation 
of age, that it appeared beft in tbefe four things ; 
•• That old wood was beft to burn, old wine to 
** drink) old friends to truft^ and old authors to 
♦« read." 

112. Demetrius, being reduced to thegreattft 
calamities and diftrefs, cried out, as Seneca re- 
lates, *' O immortal gods ! the only thing, that 
*^ I can complain of, is, that you did not difclok 
** your will to me before now, otherwife I 
** would fooner dcfcend to the circumfiancesJ 
" am now called to, for I fhould like better to 
•* offer, than to furrender myfelf." 

113. M. Antonius, the orator, being asked, 
why he never committed any of his orations 
to writing ? replied, " The reafon is, that, if 
*' I happen to bolt out an unguarded expref- 
** fion, 1 may be at liberty to difown it/' 

The memory of man is fo very failable, that 
you will not readily meet two men, who dtaH 
relate any thing they have heard, exafily w 
the fame manner as they had it. Hence fpeakers 
have this cvafion always ready at hand, ' 1 
*- did not fay^it ;' or, I did not fpeak fo >' or, ' 1 
* faid fo, but with this provifo.* 

1 1 4. Calanus, the Indian, going to dye, in 
a fire he had prepared, upon finding himfeK 
fick, faid^ after he mounted the glowing pile, 
in prefence of Alexander, ** What a glorious 
*' exit is this! when, as happened to* Heicu- 
•' le^, the mortal body is burnt, and mouM^^ 
*' ed to afhes, the foul fprings upward, and 
*' fliines in eternal day!*' Alexander asked hini, 
if there vj^as any thing he wifhed further for? 
« Nothing at all,'' replies he,. «< for I fell 

" fee 
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* fee thee erelong." This was verified fo far, 
is that Alexander died in a few days after. 

115. A certain man having brought his ^lea 
to a cafuift, he refufed to undertake it. The 
man, having carried it to another, who ac- 
cepted of it, was afterwards wont to fay, " That 
•* he was better fatisfied with the refufal of 
** the one, than with the reception of the 
'* other; becaufe/' faid he, *• the one refufed 
*^ it in a courteous, and agreeable manner^ 
•' whereas the other received it with a four, 
" and diffatisfied afpea." 

ii6. C. Lucilius was wont to fay, " That 
" he would not chufe to. have his works read» 
" either by the moft learned, or yet by the 
" nnK)ft ignorant, fort of men, on account the 
" latter could not comprehend him, and the 
" former's intellefts were more comprehen- 
** five than he could fatisfy." He exprefled hi»^ 
meaning in this trochaic verfe s 

. " Perfium non^ euro legere, Laelium Decimiutv 
'' volo." 

ThisPerfius was efteemed one of the moft 
learned men in his day ; Laelius was^ a good- 
natured man,, and not illiterate,, tho' inferior to 
Perfius. 

117. Antimachus,. a poet of C'oldphon, having 
convened his friends, to read over to them a 
large volume^ that he had wrote, was, at 
length, deferted.by all his hearers^ except Plato. 
Whereupon, the poet faith,. '* Well,. I (halt 
" go on, notwithftanding, for Plato, in my 
" oginbflj is as much as all the reft." 

11&, Q(iinc>« 
O 6 



300 APOPHTHEGMS. Book Via 

1 18. Quindilian applauds Telieiiiently the &y- 
ing of a certain orator who^ accufing before 
C«far, one Cofutianut Capito, a haughty, ar- 
rogant man, wliofe looks were die genuine pic- 
ture of impudence and pride,, faid, ^ That roan 
** is aAaally alhamed to ftiand in awe of 

« Cxfar." 

Caefar's power was reafon fufiicient for his 
being dreaded : but this defendant had fuch a 
ftock of impudence and pride, that he tboogbt 
it below him^ to appear in awe. of Caeiar. 
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